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HE Hiftory of Lovifana, which we 

~ here-prefent to the public, was wrote 

by a planter of fixteen years expe- 

rience in that country ; who had likewife the 
advantage of being overfeer or director of the 
_ public plantations, both when they belonged 
to the company, and afterwards when they 


fell to the crown; by which means he had the 
beft opportunities of knowing the nature of the 
foil and climate, and what they produce, or 
what improvements they are likely to’adimit of ; 
a thing in which this nation is, without doubt, 
highly concerned and interefted. And when 
our author publifhed this hiftory in 1758, he 
had likewife the advantage, not only of the 
accounts of Fy Charlevcise, and others, but of 
the Hiflorical Memairs of Louifiana publithed at 
Paris in 1753, by Mr. Dumont, an officer who 
refided two and twenty years in the country 
and was perfonally concerned and acquainted 
with many of the tranfa@ions in it; from 
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avhom we have extracted fome paflages, to ret- 
der this account more complete. 


But whatever opportunities our author had 
of gaining a knowledge of his fubje&t, it muft 
be owned, that he made his accounts of it very 
perplexed. By endeavouring to take in every 
thing, he defcends to many trifles; and by 
dwelling too long on a fubjett, -he comes to 
render it obfcure, by being prolix in things 
which hardly relate to what he treats of. He m- 
terrupts the thread of his difcourfe with private 
anecdotes, long harrangues, and tedious nar- 
_ yations, which ‘have little or no relation to the 
fubjeGt, and are of much lefs confequence to 
the reader, "The want of method and order 
throughout the whole work is ftill more ap- 
parent 5 and that, joined to thefe digreflions, 
renders his aecounts, however juft and intereft- 
ing, fo tedious and irkfome to read, and at the 
fame time fo indiftin®, that few feem to have 
xeaped the benefit of them. For thefe. reafons 
jit was neceffary to methodize the whole work ; 
to abridge fome parts of it; and to leave out 
many things that appear to be trifling. This 
wwe have’ endeavoured to do in the tranflation, 
by reducing the whole work to four general 
heads or’ books 3 and by bringing the feveral 
| | fubjects 
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fubjects treated of, the accounts of which lie 
‘{cattered up and down in different parts of the 
‘original, under thefe their proper heads; fa 
‘that the connection between them, and the ac: 
‘counts of any one fubject, may more ealily aj? 
‘pear. 


. This, itis prefumed, will appear to be a 
fubje&t of no fmall confequence and importance 
-to this nation, efpecially at this time. The 
countries here treated of, have not only by right 
always belonged to Great Britain, but part of 
them is now acknowledged to it by the former 
afurpers: And it is to be hoped, that the-na- 
tion may now reap fome advantages from thofe 
‘countries, on which it has expended fo many 
millions ; which there is no more likely way to 
‘do, than by making them better known.in the 
firt place, and by learning from the experience 
of-others, what they do or are likely to pro- 
duce, that may turn to account to the nation. 


It has been generally fufpected, that this na- 
tion has fuffered much, from the want of a due 
_ knowledge of her dominions in America, which 
we fhould endeavour to prevent for the future, 
If that may be faid of any part of America, it 
cee may of thofe countrits, which have 
. ae been 
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“heen called by the French Louifiana. They 
hhave not only included under that name all the 
weftern® parts of Virginia and Carolina ; and 
thereby imagined, that they had, from this 70- 
stinal title, a juft right to thofe antient domi- 
pions of the crown of Britain : but: whats of 
worfe confequence perhaps, they have equally 
deceived and impofed upon many, by the extra- 
vagant hopes and unreafonable expectations they 
nad formed to themfelves, of the. vaft advan- 
tages they were to reap from thofe countries, 
as foon as they had ufurped them; which 
when they came to be difappointed in, they 
ran from one extreme to another, and con- 
demned the country as good for nothing, be- 
-caufe it did not anfwer the extravagant hopes 
they had conceived of it; and we feem to be 
mifled by. their prejudices, and to be drawn 
snto miftakes by their artifice or folly. Becaufe 
the Mififipi {cheme failed in 1719, every other 
yeafonable {cheme of improving that country, 
and of reaping any advantage from it, muft do 
the fame. It is to wipe off thefe prejudices, 
that the following account of thefe countries, 
which appears to be both juft and reafonable, 
and agreeable to every thing we know of Ame- 
rica, may be the more necellary. 


We 
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Wehave been long ago told by F. Charle- 
voix, fromy whence it is, that many people have 
formed a contemptible opinion of this country, 
that lies on and about the Mififpi. They are 
_ mifled, fays he, by the relations of fome {ea- 
faring people, and others, who are no manner 
of judges of fuch things, end have never feea 
any part of the country but the coat fide, 
about Mobile, and the mouths-of the Mifi/ifi; 
which our author here tells us is-as difmal to ap- 
pearance, the only thing thofe people are capable 
~ of judging of, as the interior parts of the coun- 
try, which they never faw, are delightful, 
fruitful, and inviting. They tell us, befides, 
that the country is unhealthful ; becaufe there 
happens to be a marfh at the mouth of the 
Mififipi, (and what river is there without one?) 
which they imagine muft be unhealthful, ra- 
ther than that they know it to be fo; not con- _ 
fidering, that all the coaft both of North and 
South America is the fame; and not knowing, 
that the whole continent, above this fingle part 
on the coaft, is the moft likely, from its fitua~ 
tion, and has. been found by all the experience 
that has been had of it, to be the moft healthy 
part of all North America in the fame cli- 
mates, as will abundantly appear from the fol- 
lowing and all other accounts, 
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To give a general view of thofe countries, we 
fhould confider. them as they are naturally di-- 
vided into four parts; 1. the fea coaft; 2. the 
Lower Louifiana, or weftern part of Carelina ;, 
3. the Upper Lowifiana, or weftern part of Vir-. 
ginia; and 4. the river Miffifipi. 


I, The fea coaft-is the fame with all the reft: 
of the coaft of North America to the fouthward 


of New York, and indeed from thence to Mext-- | 
© ¢o, as far as we are acquainted with it. It is: 


alla low flat fandy beach, and the foil for fome: 


_ twenty or thirty miles diftance from the fhore,.. 


more or lefé, is all apine barren, as-it.is called,. 
or a fandy defart; with few or no good ports 


or harbours on the coaft, efpecially in all thofe: 


fouthern parts of America, from Ghefapeak bay. 
to Mexico. But however: barren this coaft is: 
io other refpects, it is entirely. covered with tall: 
pines, which afford great ftore of. pitch, tars, 
and toirpentine.’ Thefe pines likewife make 
cood mafts for thips ; which I have known to- 
laft for. twenty odd years, when it is. weil. 
known, that our common: mafts of the Mew 

England white pine will often decay in three or. 
four’ years. Thefe rafts were of: that. kind. 
that is called the fitch pine, and lightwood pine ;, 
of which I knew a thip ‘built that ran for fix- 
teen 
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teen years, when her planks of this pine were 
as found and rather harder than at firft, altho’ 
her oak timbers were rotten. The. cyfre/s, of 
which there is fuch plenty in the fwamps on 
this coaft, is reckoned to be equally fervice- 
able, if not more fo, both for mafts (of which 

it would afford the largeft of any.tree that we* 
know), and for fhip building. And fhips might 
be built of both thefe timbers for half the price: — 
perhaps of any others, both on account of 
the vaft plenty of them, and of their being fo: 
ealily worked, 


ny 


‘a moft parts of thefe coafts likewife, ofan 
cially about the Mifsfipi, there is great plenty 
of cedars and ever-green oaks ; which make the 
beft {hips of any that are built in North Ame-_ 
rica. And we fufpectit-is of thefe cedars, and’ 
the dmerican cyprefs, that the Spaniards build: 
their thips of war at the Havana. Of thefe 
there is the greateft plenty, immediately to the 
weftward of the mouth of the Mifi/iti; where” 

f large -vellels can go to the lake of the Cheti- 
*« machas, and nothing hinders them to go and 
© eyt the fineft oaks in the world, with which 
« all that coaft iscovered ;” * which, moreover,. 


* Charlevoix Hitt, N. France, Tom. UL. p. 444, 
ares 3 a4 
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is a fure fign of a very good inftead of a bad. 
foil; and accordingly we fee the French have 
fettled their tobacco plantations thereabouts. 
It is not without reafon then, that our author - 
tells us, the Jargeft navies might be built in that 
country at a very fmall expence. 


vill 


From this it appears, that even the fea coaft, 
barren as it is, from which the whole country 
has been fo much depreciated, is not without 
its advantages, and thofe peculiarly adapted to 
a trading and maritime nation. Had thefe 
fandy defarts indeed been in fuch a climate as 

Ganada, they would have been of as little va- 
Jue, as many would make them here.” It might 
be difficult indeed to fettle colonies merely for 
thefe or any other productions of thofe poor 
lands: but to the weftward of the Mififpi, 
the coaft is much more fruitful all along the 
bay of Mexico; being watered with a great 
number of rivers, the banks of which are very 
fertile, and are covered with forefts of the talleft 
oaks, &c. as far as to New-Mexico, a thing 
not to be feen any where elfe on thefe coafts. 
That coaft alone will fupply all the products of 
_ North America, and is as convenient to navi- 
gation as any part of it, without going nigh 
the Mififipi; fo that it is with good reafon 


Our 
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cur author: fays,. ‘© That country promifes 
‘* great riches to-fuch as fhall inhabit it,. from 
the excellent quality of its lands *”, in fuch: 
# climate... - _- bee he ae 


Thefe-are the produétions of the dry (we 
cannot call them high) grounds: the fwamps,. 
with which this coaft abounds, are ftill more. 
» fruitful, and abundantly compenfate the avidity. 
and barrennefs of the foil around them. They 
bear rice in fuch plenty, efpecially the marf/h> 
about New-Orleans, “* That the inhabitants. 
_** reap the greateft advantage from it, and 
- reckon it the manna of the land:+.” It was: 
fuch marfhes on the Nile, in the fame climate, 
_that were the granary: of the Roman empire, 
And from.a:few fuch marthes in Carolina, not: 
to be compared to thofe on the Miff/ipi, either: 


in extent or fertility, Britain receives at leat Woe 


or three hundred thoufand pounds a-year, and) 
might vend twice that value of their produéts, 


But However barren or noxious thefe low 
lands on the fea coaftmay be, they extend but- 
va little way about the Mi iifipi, not above thirty: 
or tomy a in a Sosa line, on the eaft: 
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fide of ‘that river, and about twice: as far on 
the weft fide; in which laft, the.lands:are, in® 
recompence, much more fruitful.. To follow: 
the courfe. of the. river indeed, which runs« 
very obliquely fouth-eaft and north-weft, as 
well as crooked, they reckon it eighty twe- 
leagues from the mouth of the river to the Cuts 
Point, where the high lands begin. 


Ii. By the Lower Louifiana, our author means” 
“enly the Delta of the Miffifipi, or the drowned» 
lands made by the. overflowing of the. river. 
But we may more properly give. that appella-— 
tion to the whole country, from the low and’ 
flat fea coaft above. defcribed, . to the moun-- 
tains, which begin about the latitude 35°, a: 
little above the river St. Francis; that is, five’ 
degrees of latitude, or 350 ftatute miles, from 
the coaft; which they reckon to: be 660 miles « 
up the Mifi/ipi. About that latitude: con= 
tinued ridge of mountains runs weftward from ° 
the Apalachean mountains nigh,to the banks of: 
the Aififipi, which are thereabouts very high, . 
ar what we have called the Chicafaw Cligs.. 
Oppofite to thefe on the welt fide of the /z/-- 
fifipi the country is mountainous, and continues: 
to be fo here and there as far as we have any: 
accounts of it, weltward to the mountains of 
: > New 
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New-Mexico; which run in a chain of con- 
tinued ridges from north to fouth, and are 


reckoned to divide that country from Louifiana, 
about goo miles weft from the Mif//ipi. 


This is one entire level champaign country 3 
the part of which that lies weft of the Mi/- 
fifibi is 900 miles (of fixty to a degree) by 300, 
and contains 270,000 {quare miles, as‘much as° 
both’ France and Sfain put together. This 
country lies in the latitude of thofe fruitful 
regions of Barbary, Syria, Perfia, India, and’ 
the middle of China, and is alone. fufficient to 
fupply the world-with all the produéts of North. 
America, It is very fertile in every thing, both. 
in lands. and metals,.by all the accounts we 
have of it; and is watered by feveral large na-- 
Laat rere ar fpread over the whole coun-- 

try from the Miffififi to New-/Mexico; befides 
féeveral fmaller rivers on the. coalt’ weft of the 
Mififipi, that fall into the bay of Mexico; of | 
which we have. no good accounts, if it be not’ 
that Mr. Coxe tells us of one; the river of the: 
Genis, which; he fays,. ** is‘broad, deep; and: 

‘* navigable: almoft to its heads, which chiefly 
‘* proceed fromm the ridge of hills that feparate - 
“he this: province. from New-Mexico.*,” and 


+ Defeription of Carelana, ps 379 - } 
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runs through the rich and fertile. country. oft 
the coaft abovementionsc: ; ee 


The weftern part of this country is mote fer- 
tile, fays our author, than that on the eaft fide 
of the Mififipi; in which part, however, fays. 
he, the lands are very fertile, with a rich 
black mould three feet deep on the hills, and. 
much deeper in the bottoms, with a. ftrong, 
clayey foundation, Reeds and canes even grow. 
‘upon the hill fides; which, with the oaks, wal- 
ae tulip-trees, &c. are a fure fign of a good. 
and rich foil. And all along the Mifs/ipi on 
both fides, Dumont tells, “¢ The lands, which 

“4 are all free from inundations, are excellent, 

for culture, particularly thofe about Baton 

© Rouge, Cut-Point, Arkanfas, Natches, and 
Re. *« Yafous, which produce Indian Corn, Tobacco, 
, “ Indigo, &c. and all kinds of provifions and 
¢ efculent plants, with little or no care or la- 
‘“ bour, and almoft without culture; the foil 
‘< being in all thofe places a black mould of an. 
‘* excellent quality *.”” 


'Thefe accounts are confirmed by our own 
people, who were fent by the government of 
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Virginia ‘in aye to view thefe the weftern 
parts of that province ;*and altho” they only. 
went down the Ohio and Miffiibi to New- 
Orleans, they reported, that ‘ they faw more 
** good land on the Miff/ipi, and ‘its many large- 
** branches, than they judge is in all the es 

“* if) colonies, as far as they are inhabited ;” 


appears from: the report of that pubbuilers to 
aie ie a or fy 


What makes this fertile country more eligible 
and valuable, is, that it appears both from its 
fituation, and fi om the experience the French 
have ‘had’of it*, to be by far the moft health- 
fal of any in all thefe fouthern parts of North 
America; a thing of the laft -confequence in 
fettling colonies, efpecially in thofe fouthern. 
parts of dmerica, which are in general very un- 
healthful. All the fea coafts of our colonies, to 
the fouthward of Chefapeak bay, or even of 
New-York, are low and flat, marfliy and 
fwampy, and very unhealthful on that account : 
and thofe on and about the bay ef Mexico, and 
in Florida, are withal’ exceffively hot and intem- 
perate, fo that white people are unfit for la- 
bour inthem.; by which all our fonthern co- 
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lonies; which alone promife to be of any great‘ 
advantage to the nation, are fo thin of people, - 
that we. have but.25,000. white people in all: 
South Garolina *. But thofe lands on the Mz/- 
fifipi are, on the contrary, high, dry, hilly, 

and in fome places mountainous at no great 


diffance from the river, befides the ridges of — 


the. dpalachean mountains abovementioned, that 
lie to the northward of them; which muft- 
greatly refrefh and’ cool the air over all the: 
country, efpecially in comparifon of what it is 
on the low and flat, fandy and parched, fea coafts- 


of our prefent colonies. Thefe high lands begin: 


immediately above the Delta, or:drowned lands, 


at the mouth of the Mifi/ipi;.above which the 


banks of that river are from 100 to 200 feet’ 


high, without any marfhes about them; and- 
continue fuch for goo miles-to the river Ohm; . 


efpecially on the eafk fide of the-river-}. - 


Such a fituation on rich and fertile lands in” 
that climate, and on a.navigable river, muft’ 
appear to beof the utmoft confequence. It is® 
only from the rich lands on river fides: (which 
sudeed are the.only lands: that can. generally be 


* Defeription of Sautb Carclina, by ——e pe 30> 
+7See Vol, I. chap. TV, p. 262, 
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called rich in all countries, and efpecially in: 
North America), that this nation reaps-any thing : 
‘of value from all the colonies it*has in that part: 
of the world. But ‘rich lands on river fides» 
** in hot’climates are extremely unhealthful,” ’ 
fays a.very good’ judge*, and we: have often? 
found to our coft. How ought we then to: | 
value fuch rich and fealthful countries on the: © 
Mififipi ? As much farely as-fome would de-- 
preciate and vilify them. It may. be obferved,. 
that all the countries in merica are only po-- 
pulous-in the inland parts, and generally at ax 
diftance from navigation ; as the fea coafts both: 
of North and South America are generally low, - 
damp, exceflively hot, and unhealthful; at: 
leaft in all the fouthern parts; from which alone~ 
we can expect any confiderable returns: In-- 
flances of this may be feen:in the adjacent pro-- 
vinces of Mexico, New-Mexico, Terra Firma. 
Peru, Quito, dc. and far: more in our: fouthe 
ern colonies; which never became-populous, till - 
the people removed to the inland parts, at:a« 
diftance from the fea. This we are in aman-- 
mer prevented to do in our colonies, by the: 
mountains which furround us, and confine us’ 
to the coaft; whereas. on the Miffifipi the. 
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whole continent is open to them, and they have; 


“befides, this healthy fituation on the lower. 


parts of that river, at a {mall diftance from 
the fea. | g 


If thofe things are s daly confidered, it “will 
appear, that they who are poffefled of the Ji/- 
fjipi, will in.time command that continent; and 
“thar we fhall. be confined, on the fea coafts of 
ott colonies, to-that. unhealthful. fituation, 
‘which many would perfuade us is fo much to 
be dreaded on the Mifififi. tis by this means 
shat we have fo very few people in all our 
“fouthern colonies ; and have not’ been: able -to 


get in 100. years above 25,000 people.in South 


; Coie when the French have not lefs than 
eighty.or ninety thoufand in Canada, befides ten 


or twelve thoufand on the Mifi/ifi, to oppofe 


to them.. The low and drowned lands indeed 


about the mouth of the /ifi/ipi- muft no doubt. 


be more or lefs. unhealthful ; but they are far 
from being fo. very pernicious, as many would 


reprefent them. ‘The waters there are frefh, 


which we know, by manifold experience in Ame- 


rica, are much lefs prejudicial to health than 


the offenfive fetid marfhes, that are to be found 


every where elfe on the falt waters.” Accord- _ 
ingly we are credibly informed, that fome of 
the 
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the inhabitants even of New-Orleans fay, they 
never enjoyed better health even in France ; and 
for that reafon they invite their countrymen, in 
their letters to them, we are told, to come and 
partake of the falutary benefits of that delight- 
ful country. The clearing, draining,. and cul- 
tivating of thofe low lands, muft make a verY 
great change upon them, from the accounts 
we have had of them in their rude and unculti- 
vated fate. we 


UI. The Ubber Leuifiana we call that part 
of the continent, which lies. to the north- 
ward of the mountains abovementioned in la- 
titude 35°. This country is in many places 


hilly and mountainous, for which reafon we 
cannot expect it to be fo fertile as the plains 
below it. But thofe hills on the weft fide of 
the Mifij/ipi are generally fufpeCted to contain 
mines, as well as the mountains of New- 
Mexico, of which they are a continuation. But 
the fertile plains of Lewifiana are perhaps more 
valuable than all the mines of Mexico ; which 
there would be no doubt of, if they were duly 
cultivated. They will breed and maintain ten — 
times as many people, and fupply them with 
many more necellaries, and articles of trade and 
_ sayigation, than the richeft mines of Peru. 

| ; The 


i PRR FA, Coes 

The moft important place in this country, 
and perhaps in all North America, is at the 
Forks of the Mifffipi, where the Ohio falls into 
that river; which, like another ocean, is the 
general receptacle of all the rivers that water 
the interior parts of that vaft continent. Here 
thofe large and navigable rivers, the Ohi9, tr 
ver of the Cherokees, Wabacke, Iliinois, Maf-. 
fouri, and Mififipi, befides- many others, which. 
fpread over that whole continent, from the 4fa- 
lachean mountains to the mountains of New-. 


Mexico, upwards: of 1000 miles, both north, 


fouth, eaft, and welt, all meet together at this 
{pot ; and that in the beft climate, and one of 


the moft fruitful countries, of any in all that’ 


part of the world; in the latitude 37°, the 


latitude of the Capes of Virginia, and of Santa: 


Féthe capital of New-Mexico. By that means: 
there is a convenient navigation to this place 
from our prefent fettlements to New-Mexico 3. 
and from all the inland parts of North America, 
farther than we are acquainted. with it: And 
all the natives of that continent, thofe old 
fiends and allies of the French, have by that 


means a free and ready accefs to. this place;,. 
nigh to which the French formed a fettle- 


ment, to fecure their intereft on the frontiers 


of all our fouthern. colonies. In fhort this: 
_ place. 
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‘place | isin the center of that vaft continent, and. 
of all the nations in it, and feems to be intend- 
ed by nature to command them both; for: 
~ which reafon it ought no longer to be neglected 
by Britain. As foomas we pafs the 4palachean 
mountains, this feems to be the moft proper: 
place to fettle at; and was pitched upon for 
that purpole, by thofe who were the belt ac-. 
quainted with thofe countries, and the proper 
places of making fettlements in them, of any 
we know. And if the fettlements at this place. 
“ had’ been made, as they were propofed, about: 
twenty years ago, they might have prevented, 
or at leat fruftrated, the late attempts to wreft 
that country, and the territories of the Ohio, 
out of the hands of the Engli/b; and they may 
do the fame again. - 

‘But many will tell us, that thofe inland parts: 
of North America will be-of no ufe to Britains. 
on- account of their diftance from the fea, and’ 
inconvenience to navigation. That indeed might» 
be faid of the parts which lie immediately be-- 
yond the mountains, as the country of the Che-. 
rokees, and Ohio Indians about Pitfturg, the only: 
countries thereabouts that we can extend our 
fettlements. to; which are fo inconvenient to na-- 


wagation, that nothing can be. brought from them: 
_acrofs. 
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acrofs the mountains, at leaft none of thofe grofs 
commodities, which are the ftaple of North 
- Americas and they are as inconvenient to have 
any thing carried from them, nigh 2000 miles, 
down the river Ohio, and then by the Mi/- 
jifipi. For that reafon thofe countries, which 
we look upon to be the moft convenient, are 
the moft inconvenient to-us. of any, altho’ they 
join upon our prefent fettlements. It is for 
thefe reafons, that the firft fettlements we 
make beyond the mountains, that is, beyond 
thofe we are now pofleffed of, fhould be upoa : 
the Mififipi, as we have faid, convenient to 
- the navigation of that river ; and in time thofe. 
new fettlements may come to join to.oun prefent 
plantations ; and we may by that means reap 
the benefit of all thofe inland parts of Nort 
America, by means of the navigation of the Mi- : 
fyipi, which will be fecured by this poft at the 
Forks. f that is not done, we cannot fee, how 
any of thofe inland parts of America, and the 
territories of the Ohio, which were the great 
objects of the prefent war, can ever be of any 
ufe to Britain, as the inhabitants of all thofe ; 
countries can otherwife have little or no corre- 4 
fpondence with it, 3 7 


ae + 
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IV. This famous river, the A4/i/ii, is na- 
vigable upwards of 20@0 miles, ‘to the: falls of 
St. Anthony in latitude 45°, the only fall we 
know in it, which is 16 degrees of latitude 
above its mouth ; and even above that fall, our 
author tells us, there is thirty fathom of water 
in the iver, with a proportionable breadth. 
‘About 1000 miles from its mouth-it recéives 
‘the river Ohio, which is navigable 1000 miles 
farther, fome fay 2500, nigh to its fource, not 
far from Lake Ontario in New-York; in all 
which fpace there is but one fall or rapide in 
the Ohio, and that navigable both up and 
down, at leaft in canoes. This fall is 300 
miles from the /ifififi, and 1300 from the 
fea, with five fathom of water upto it. The 
other Jarge branches of the Oia, the river of 
the Cherokees, and Wabache, afford a like na- 
vigation, from lake Erie in the north to the 
Cherokees in the fouth, and from thence to the 
“bay of Mexico, by the Mifi/ipi: not to men- 
tion the great river Miffouri, which runs to 
the northweft parts of New-Mexico, much far- 
ther than we have any good accounts of that 
continent. From this it appears, that the Mi/- 


Jifipi affords the moft extenfive navigation of any 


river we know ; fo that it may juftly be com- 
pared to an hard fea, which fpreads over nine 
tenths 


.2 
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tenths-of all the continent of Nerth America; 
all which the Frened pretended to lay claim to, 
for no other reafon-but becaufe they were pof- 
feffed of a paltry fettlement at the mouth of 
this river. 


If thofe things are confidered, the im portance 
of the navigation of the Mifi/ipi, and of a port 
at the mouth of it, will abundantly appear. 
Whatever that navigation is, good or bad, it is 

the only one for all the interior parts of North 
America, which-are as large as a great part of 
Europe; no part of which can be of any. fervice 
to Britain without the navigation of the Mi/i/ipz, 
and fettlements upon it... It is not without rea- 
fon then, that we fay, wheaver are pofteffed of 
this river, and of the vaft tracts -of fertile lands 
upon it, muft in time command that continent, 
and the trade of it, as well as all the natives in 
it, by the fupplies . which this navigation . will 
enable them to furnifh thofe, people. By thofe 
means, if the French, or any others, are left-in 
poffeffion of the Mi; ifipi, while we neglect it, 
they muft command all that continent beyond 
the Apalachean mountains, and difturb our 
fettlements much more than ever they did, or 
were able to. do; the very thing they engaged 
in this war to aceomplifh, and we to prevent. 


; The 
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The Mi iB ifipt “indeed is rapid for 1200 miles, 
as far as to the Miffouri, which makes it diffi- 
- cult to go up the river by water. For that rea- 
_ fon the French have been ufed to quit the Mi/- 
JSifipi at the river St. Francis, from which they 

have a nigher way to. the Forks of the Miffifi bi 
by land. But however difficult it may be to 
afcend the river, it is, notwith{tanding, often 
Mone; and its rapidity facilitates a defcent upon 
it, and a ready.conveyance for thofe grofs com- 
modities, which are the chief ftaple of North 
America, from the moft remote places of the 
€ontinent above-mentioned : And as for lighter 
European goods, they are more eafily. carried 
by land, as our Indian traders do, over great 
part of the continent, oa their horfes, of which 
this country abounds with great plenty. 

The worft part of the navigation, as well as 
of the country, is reckoned to be at the mouth 
of the river ; which, however, our author tells 
us, is from feventeen to eighteen feet deep, 

“and will admit fhips of s00 tons, the largeft _ 
generally ufed in the plantation trade. And 
even'this navigation might be. eafily mended, 
not only by clearing the river of a narrow bar 
in the palfes, which our author, Charlevoix, 
and others, think. sbeies “be eafily done; but 

likewife 
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likewife by means. of a bay, defcribed by Mr, 
Coxe, from the aétual furvey of his people, - ly- 
ing to the weftward of the fouth pafs of, the 
river; which, he fays, has from twenty-five 
to fix fathom water init, clofe to. the thore, 
and not above a mile from the Mifi/ipi, above 
all the fhoals and difficult paffes in it, and where 
the river has 100 feet of water.. By cutting 
through that one mile then, it would appear, that 
a port might be made there for fhips of any 
burden ; the importance of which is evident, 
from its commanding all the inland parts of 
North America on one fide, and the. pafs from 
Mexico on the other; fo as to be prefetable in 
thefe refpects even to the Havana; not to men- 

tion that-it is frefh water, and free from worms, 

which HNC all the fies! in thofe parts. 


And as for. the navigation deh the Mi ‘fi if ips 
to Europe, our author fhews, that voyage may be 
performed in fix weeks ; which is as {hort a time 
as our fhips. generally take to go to and from 
our colonies. They go to the Mififipi with 
the trade winds, and return with, the currents... 

) Wwolt.o to gotineads “one Vd pieowes 

It'would lead‘us beyond: the bounds of-a pre- 
face, to fhew the many. advantages of thefellands 
en 1 the. Mififipi to Britain, or the neceflity of 
2 - poffeifing 
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poffefing them. ‘That would_require a treatife 
by itfelf, ‘of ‘which we can offty’ give a fewrab- 
ftraéts in this place. For this purpofe we fhould 
compare thofe lands with our prefent co- 
lonies ; and fhould be well informed of the 
quantity: and: condition of the lands we already 
poffels, before we can form any juft judgment 
of epi fone! ue sia (an 0 or requifite. 
Our pies soffelfions in North America be- 
tween the fea and mountains appear, from many 
furveys and ‘a@tual menfurations, as well as 
from all the maps aad’ other accounts we have 
of them; to be at amedium about three de- 
grees of longitude, or ‘140 miles broad, in a 
ftraight line: and they extend from, Georgia, - 
in latitude 32°, to the bay of Fundi, in latitude 
45° (which is mach farther both north and 
fouth than the lands appear to be of any great 
value); which makes 13 degrees difference of 
latitude, or 780 miles: This length multiplied 
by the breadth 140, makes 109,200 fquare 
miles: Thisis not above as much land as is” 
contained in’ Britain and’ Ireland; which, by 
Templeman’s furvey, make 105,634 {quare 
miles. Inftead of being’as large a8 @ preat part 
of Europe then, as we are commonly told, all 
the lands we poflefs in North America, between 
Wate h. *. b poe tHe} 
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the fea and mountains, do not amount to much: 
irore than *thefe, vO" iflands, > This appear st 

a. {urveys of each of» 
our colonies, as well as from this general efli-’ 


farther, from:t! 


mate of the whole. ° : 


Of thefe lands -which we thus poffels, both: 
the northern and foutiern: parts are very poor. 
and barren, and pacaice, little or nothing, at» 
Jeaft for Britain. It is only in our middle plan-. 


rations, Virginia, Maryland, and Carolina, that 


the lands produce any ftaple commodity for. 
Britain, or that appear to be fit for that pur. 
pofe, In fhort, itis only the more rich and fer-. 


tile lands. on and about Chefapeak bay, with 

a few fwamps in Carolina, like the lands on 
the Mififipi, that turn to any great account to 
this nation in all North America, or that are 
ever likely to do it. This makes the quantity 
of lands that produce any itaple commodity for 


Britain in North America incredibly fmall, and : 


valily tefs than what is commonly imagined. 
It is reckoned, that there are more’ fuch lands in’ 
Virginia, than in all the reft of our colonies; 
and yet it appeared from’ the public records, 
about twenty-five years ago, that there was not 
above as much land patented in that colony, 
which isat the fame time the oldeft of any in 
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all Nerth America, than is in the county of 
York/bire in England, to wit; 4684 fquare 
miles; altho’ the country was es feiiled to 
the. mountains. ern 


If we examine all our other colonies, there 
will appear to be as great a fcarcity and want 
of good lands in them, at leaft to anfwer the’ 
great end of colonies, the making of a ftaple« 
commodity for Britain. In fhort, our colonies*. 
are already fettled to the mountains, and have | 
no lands, either to extend their fettlements, as | 
they increafe and multiply; to keep’ up. their’ 
plantations of flaple commodities for Britain : 
orto enlarge the Briti/b dominions by the num- 


ber of foreigners that remove to them; till they’ 
pals sah mountains, avd tettle on | Ne ag 


This fearcity of Jand in our colonies proceeds 
from the mountains, with which they are fur- » 
rounded, and by which they are confined. to 
this narrow tract, and a low vale, along the fea 
fide. The. breadth-of the continent from the. 
Atlantic ocean to the Mififipi, appears to be - 
about 609 miles (of 6 toa degree) of which 


molt, that va inte ee the fea rite mountains ; . 
and: there i is fuch another and rather more fer- 
b 2 tile 


~ 
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tile tra of level and uhproveable lands, about 
the fame breadth, between ‘the weftern parts of 


tliofe- mountains and the’ Mifi/ifi: fo that the 


mountainous country which lies between thefe 
two, is equal to them both, and makes one 
half of all the lands between the Mi ififipi and 
Atlantic ocean ; if we except a fmall traét of a 
level champaign country upon the heads of the 
vOhio, which is pofleffed by the Six Nations, and 
their dependants: Thefe mountainous and bar- 
yen defarts, which lie immediately beyond our 
prefent fettlements, are not only unfit for cul- 
ture themfelves, and fo inconvenient to na- 
vigation, whether to ‘the ocean, or to*the Ai if 
_ fifipi, that little or no ufe can be made of them ; 
bat they likewife preclude us from any accefs 
to thofe more fertile lands that lie beyond them, 
which would otherwife have been occupied long 
ago, but never can be fettled, fo at leaft as to 
turn to any account to Britain, without the 
poffeffion and navigation of the Mi/f; if ‘pi $ which 
is, as it were, the fea of all the inland parts of 
NorthAmerica beyond the Apalachean mountains, 
svithout which thofe inland parts of that conti- 
nentcan never Suan to any account to thisnation. 
“Ted is eats our rr fituation i in North America, that 


fender all that continent beyond oun prefent fet 
piste 
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tlements of little or no ufe, at leaf to Brifain ; 
_.and makes the poffeffion of the Mifi/ipi ablolute- 
ly neceflary to: reap'the benefit of it. We pol- 
_fefs buta fourth. part.of the continent between 
that river and the ocean; and buta tenth -part 
of. what lies eaft of Mexico ; and can-never!en- 
joy any great advantages from’ any more of it, 

| tll we. fetile on the Ah Meh, Apis: y0tihoes 


‘ b 
How pe Sigh fettlements on'the Mis 
Seip: may. be, will farther a ECE: from what 
_-we poflefs on this fide of it.’ + The lands ‘in 
_ North America are in general but-very poor or 
. barren; and if any of thein are more’ fertile, 

' es foil i is light and thallow, and foon’ worn 
gut with culture. It is only the virgin ‘ferti- 

lity .of frefh lands, fuch as thofe on the Jéi/- 
ft if pi, that. ‘makes the Jands in North America 
_ Appear. to be froitfal,, or that renders themof 
_any. great | value to this nation. But fuch lands 
in our colonies, that have hitherto produced 
their ftaple commodities for Britain, are now 
exhaufted and worn out, and we meet with 
‘none fuch on this fide of the Mififpi. But 
 whenstheir lands are worn out, neither the-va- 
Ine of their commodities, nor the circumftances 
- of the planters, will admit of manuring’ them, 
< at leaft.to any great advantage to this nation. 
“psi ee et, : The 
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The ftaple commodities of North America tre- 
fo grofs and: bulky, and of fo {mall value, that 
it generally takes one half of them to pay the 
freight and other charges in fending them to. 
* Britain; fo that unlefs our planters:have fome 
advantage in making them, fuch as cheap, ‘rich, 
‘and frefh lands, they never can make any ; their 
‘returns to Britain are then neglected, -and> the 
trade is gained by others who have thefe ad- 
vantages, fuch as thofe who may be poffefled - 
- of the Mififippi,. or by the Germans, Ruffians, 
‘Turks, &c: who: have plenty of lands, and la- 
bour cheap: By which means they make more 
cof our ftaple of Worth America, Tobacco, than 
we do ourfelves; while we cannot» make their 
ftaple of Hemp, Flax, fron, Pot-afb, 8c. By 
that means our people are obliged to interfere 
with their mother country, for want’ of the ufe. 
of thofe lands. of which there is fuch plenty in 
North America, to produce thefe commodities 
svothat- are fo: much wanted from’ thence; 
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The confequences of this may be much more: 
. prejudicial to this nation, than is commonly ap- 
prehended. This trade of North America, 
© whatever may be the income from it,- confifts 

in) thofe grofs and bulky commodities ‘thatiare 
the chief and principal fources of navigation ; 
y yea | | which: 
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which maintain whole countries to make them, 
whole fleets to tranfport them, and numbers of 
..people to manufacture them at home ; on which 
accounts this trade is more profitable to a na- 
- tion, than the mines of Mexico or Peru. If we 
compare this with other branches of trade, as 
the fugar trade, or even the fifhery, it will ap- 
--pearto be by far the moft profitable to the na. 
tion, whatever thofe others may be toa few in- 
- dividuals. . We fet a great value on the fifhery, 
in which we do not employ a third part of the 
-{eamen that we do in the plantation trade of 
 Nerth America; and the fame may be faid of 
» the fugar trade. The tobacco trade alone em- 
-ploys more feamen. in Britain, than either the 
_ fihery, or fugar trade*; and brings in more mo- 
ney to the nation than all the products of 4me- 
- rica perhaps put together. . 
nf gale 4 x5) ig pret tog bu fs But 
* By the beft accounts we have, there cwere 
4,000 feamen employed in the tobacco trade, in 
__ the year 1733, when the infpection on tobacco 
_ paffed into a law ; and we may perhaps reckon 
“them now 4,500, altho’ jome reckon them Jefs. 
“o By the fame accounts, taken by the cuftom- 
“‘houfe officers, it appeared, that the number of 
.:-Britifh- fhips employed: in. all, merica,. in- 
_ cluding the fifhery, were 1,400, with 17,000 
gat y HR: “ix Peaseny, ¢ 
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But thofe grofs commodities that afford thefe 
fources of navigation, however valuable they 
may be to:the public, and to this nation in par=' 
ticular, ‘are far from’ being fo to individuals’: - 
They are cheap, and of {mall ‘value, either to: 
‘make, or to trade in them’; and:for that «rega 
fon they are neglected -by private people, who. 
never think of making them,. unlefs the public: 
fakes care to give them<all due encouragement,’ 
and to fet them about thofe employments: for’ 
which purpofe good and proper’ lands, fuch” 
as thole on the Miff/pi, are abfolutely necemi- 
ry, without which nothing can be done. > 
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feamen 3 befides 9,000 or 10,000 feamen -be- 
longing to North America, who are all ready to. 
enter into the fervice of Britain on any emer-. 
BCBCY OF ERCOULA RCM GM. or si Cael suit ss eens d 
Of thefe there were but 4,090 feamen em-_ 
ployed in the fithery from Britain ; and about 
asmany, or 3,600, in the fugar trade, : 
_  Uhe French on the other hand employ up- 
-wards of 20,000 feamen. in, the fithery, and 
‘many more than we doin the fugar trade, ©. 
In thort, the plantation trade of Nerth Ame- ) 
rica is to Britain, what the fithery is to France, 
the great nurfery of feamen; which may be° 
much improved, It is for this reafon that we” 
have always thought this nation ought, forits > 
dafety, to enjoy an exclufive right.to the.one, or. 


the other of thefe at leat. i 
. The: 


Ls), usta areata eae a So 


 PgoRay Eye PS Agi Cr" Bey XXXUG 
, Lhe many advantages. of are cands that Bs o- 


not the soltaaiia themfelves. Such. lands blade 
enable the: colonies. to; take. their . manufactures 
and other, neceffaries: from Britain, to the. mur 
- tual, advantage of | both. And how . _neceflary 
that may, be; will appear, from the ftate of thofe 
colonies i ip North America, which donot make, 
one. i. another, as much as is fasicient to 
fupply_ them only. ‘with, the neceflary article of 
cloathing ; 3, Rot to mention the many other things 
‘they want and, take from Britain; and even 
how they ‘pay, “for, that is more than any man 
can tell. In thort, it would appear that our co- 
lonies in North etericas cannot fubfift much 
“longer, if at. all, ina ftate of dependance for a 
their manufactures and other neceflaries, un- 
lefs they are provided. with other lands” that 
may enable them to purchafe them ; and where 
they will find any fuch lands, but upon the 
Miffifi pi, is more’ than we can tell, When their 
lands are worn, out, are poor aiid barren, or, in 
an improper climate or fituation, fo that they 
will produce nothing to fend to ‘Britain, foch- 
lange: can only be converted into corn and paf- 
ture grounds ; 5 and the” people in our colonies : 
b 5: are 
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are thereby neceffarily obliged, for a bare fub-- 
fiftence, to interfere with Britain, not only in. 


‘manufactures, tine in the re Hh a ioe of biol 
oe 


apy his we may perceive thie abit of the 

popular outcry, that we have already Jand° 
“¢nough, and more than we can make ‘ufe of ia 
North: America. They who may be-of that. _ 
“pinion fhould fhew us; where that land 38 tO: 
‘be ‘found, and what it will produce, that may 
“fur tolany-account to the nation. Thofe peo- 
‘ple derive “their opinion from what they fee in: 
furope, where the quantity of land that: we. 
“poffets'in Worth America will; ‘no doubt, main- 
“tain a-greater number’ of people than we have: 
there. But‘ they thould confider, that thofe peo-. 
ple i in Zurope are not maintained. by the plant-. 
“ing of a‘ bare raw commodity, with fuch im. 
~-menfe charges: upon it, but by” farming, ma- 
‘nufattures, trade, and commerce; which: they 
will foon reduce our colonies to, whe would: - 
confine them. to their prefent fettlements, ber 


~ tween the fea-coaft and the’ mountains that ire 4 
? en thet 


Some of our colonies perhaps may imagine, 
they cannot fubfift-withont thefe. employments ; 
i . which 


———————— = 
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which indeed would. appear tobe the cafe. in 
~theire prefent. ftate > But that feems to, be ons 
contrary. to their true intereft, as it is to Aheir 
condition of Britifh colonies. They have nei- 
ther {kill, materials, nor any other convenien- 
‘cies, to make manufactures; whereas’ their 
-Jands require only culture’ to produce a Ataple 
“commodity; “providing they are poflefled -of 
Lach as are fit for that purpofe. Manufactures 
vare the produce of labour, which is both feance 
and: dear among them; whereas lands are,or 
~omay and {hould be made, both cheap and vin 
osplenty’ ‘by which they may always reap much 
greater profits: from the one than the other. 
“That is, moreover, a certain pledge for the als 
legiance: and -dependance of the colonies ; and 
at the fame time makes their dependance to be- 
‘come’their intere#. It has been found by. fre- 
- quent ‘experience, that the making of a ftaple 
-commodity for. Britain is more profitable, than 
» mannfactures, providing they have good. lands. 
bitteworkw .o1 esitiolbd wo 959% Lise 


_.o) Ttewwere to, be withed indeed, that, we could 
fupport our sntereft in America,, and thole 
fources of navigation, by countries that were 

pore conventent to jt, than thole on. the Mifji- 

ae Bute that,’ wee fear, \is pot, to be done, 

EPP. -b 6 however 
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however it may be-defired,. We wifiwe could: 
fay-as much*of the.lands in. Florida, and on-the: 
bay.of Mescico,.-as-of thofe on the Mififipi » 


but they are- not to- be. compared to. thefe, by 
all accounts; however convenient: they may be. 


in. other refpects to. navigation. In all thofe: 


fouthern: and maritime. parts of that continent 
the lands. are in general but very. poor and 
mean; being little more than. pine barrens, or: 
fandly-defarts, The climate is at the fame time 
fo intemperate, that white people are in.a great 
meaiure unfit for labour in it, as much as they 
are inthe iflands ;,.this obliges them. to:make: 
ufevof flaves, which are. now. become-fo dear; 
that it.is.to. be doubted, whether all, the pro- 
duce of thofe. lands will-enable:the proprietors 
of them: to. purchafe flaves,, or any other Ja-- 
bourers 7 Waithont which they ean-turn to little- 
Or no account: ta‘the mation, and thofe coun-. 
tries canfupport but very few people; if it were. 
only to protect and defend them. Sriak 


The moft convenient part of thofe countries: - 


feems to be about Mobile, and Penfacola ; which 
are, as it Were, an entrepot between our pre- 
fentfettlements and the Miff/isi, and fafe ftae 
tion for. our fhips. But it is a pity, that the: 
lands about them are the moft. barren, and the 

r climate 


a 
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elimatethe smoft intemperate, by all-accounts, 
of any perhaps in all America *. And -our au- 
thor tells us, the lands are’ not much better — 
‘even on the river of Mobile) which is but a 
very inconfiderable one. But the great in- 
convenience. of thofé countries proceeds from: 
the number of Jndians in them 5 which will, 
make it very difficult to fettle any profitable’ 
plantations among hem; efpecially in the 
inland» parts that are more fertile; «whereas the. 
| Miffifipi is free from Indians for 1000 miles. Tt.was 
but in the year 1715, that thofe Jndians overran: 
all the colony of Carclina, even to Charles+-Towns- 
by which the'French got poffeifion of that coun 
try, and of the Mifi/ipi; both which they had 
jutt before, in fune 1713; difpoffeffed us of. 
CH i . a copa 

if we turn our eyes again to the lands in our 
northern colonies, itis to be feared, we can. a> 
pect much lefs from*thems ‘There is am incon: 
venience attending them, with regard: to any. 
improvements on them for Britain, which is net 
to be remedied. The climate is fo fevere, and’ 
the winters fo-long, that the people are obliged: 
‘to fpend that time in: providing. the’ neceffaries: 
of life, which fhould’ be employed, in profit= 


 ® See page 34, 250, ‘Ge Charlevoix Hit, JV, Pranceg tom). 
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able colonies, on the making of fome, ftaple 
_ commodity, and returns) to Britain, They are 
‘obliged to feed: their creatures for. five. or fix 
months in the year, which employs their time 
in fummer,. and takes up the beft of their lands, 
fuch as they are, which fhould produce their 
~ ftaple commodities, to provide for. themfelves and 
their ftocks againft* winter. For that reafon. the 
"people i in all our northern colonies are neceffa- 
“rily obliged to become farmers, to make corn 
and provifions, inftead of planters, who make 
a ftaple commodity for Britain; and thereby 
interfere with their mother country in the moft 
material and effential of all employments to a 
| hation,, agriculture. 


ee 
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Th srt. neither the foil, nor climate, will 
admit of any improvements for. Britain, im any 
ef thofe northern colonies. If they would. pro- 
“duce any thing of that kind, it muft be hemp ; 
"which never could. be made in: them to any ad- 
“vantage, as appears from many. trials of it in 
~ New England *. The great dependance. of, thofe 
northern colonies is’ upon the fupplies. of lum- 
“ber and provifions, which they fend to- the 
“iflands.. But. as they increafe and multiply, 


s See; Douglas’ a oe Fw i. America, Elliot's Trsprovements 


| vot New. England, &e, 
their 
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+ gheir woods are cut down, lumber becomes: 
» fcarce and’dear, and the number of people in- 
“ances the value of land, and of every thing 3 it: 
7 heap bog ae te Soha 
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nit this i is the cafe. of thofe norther. colonies 
on the fea- coatt, ‘what can we expect from the 
inland parts ; > in ‘which the foil is not only more 
/ barren, and the climate more. fevere,, but they 
“aré, with all thele difadvantages, — fo. inconye- 
“nient to navigation, both on account of their 
' diftance, and’ of the many falls and curfents. in: 
the river Sv. Lawrence, that it is to be feared, 
* thofe inland’ parts of our forthern colonies will 
never produce any thing for Britain, more than. 
a few furrs ; which they will do much better: 


: “in the hands of the soho than i in ours. 
: ths iw 5 { és ~~ iki 2S 


i% i@) 
” Thefe our northern. ‘colonies, however, are: 


very populous, and increafe and multiply very 
fat. There are: above a million of people, in? 
“them, who can “make but very little upon their 
lands for themfelves, and ftill lefs for their mo- 
“ther country. For thefe reafons it is pre refumed, 


eG! 


“it would be an advantage to them, as well as 10 
“the whole nation, to. remove their {pare ‘people, ce 
who want lands, to thofe vacant lands in the 
fouthern parts of the continent, which turn, to 


fo. 
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Pe Peles 


; xl 


Ne FRE EA CE 
fomuch greater account than any they are pots, 
feffed of. There they may have the neceffaries- 
of life in the greateft plenty; their ftocks main- 

‘tain themfélves the whole year round, with 
little or no coft’ or labour ; « by which means. 
““ many people have a thoufand: head of cattle, 

“€ and for one man to have ‘two hundred, is 
* very common, with. other flock in propor- 

“ tion *.” This enables them to beftow their 

“whole labour, both in fummer and winter, on 
the making of fome ftaple commodity for Bri- 

‘tain, getting lumber and -provifions for the 

“Mlands, Sc. which both enriches them, and the | 
whole nation, ‘That is much, better, . furely, : 

than to perith in winter for want of cloathing,. 

which they muft do unlefs they make its. and 
to excite thofe grudges and jealoufies, which: 
muft ever fubfift between them and their mother 
eountry imtheir prefent flate, and grow fo much: 
“the worfe, the longer they continue in it, 


The many advantages. that would enfue,. 
‘fom thie peopling of thofe fouthern parts of 
the continent from our northern colonies, are 
hardly to be told. We might thereby people 
and fecure thofe countries, and reap the pro-. 


+ Defeription of. South Carolina, p. 68, 
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fits of them, without any lofs of people; which 
are not to be {pared for that. purpole in Bri- ~ 
tain, or any other of. her dominions. ‘This.is | 
the great ule and advantage that may be made 
| of the expulfion of the French from thofe nor- 

thern parts of America. They have hitherto 
obliged us to ftrengthen thofe northern colonies, 
and have confined the people in them to towns, 
and townfhips, in which their labour ‘could 
‘mf to'no great account, either to, themfelves ” 
er to the nation ; by which we have, in a great 
meafure, loft the labour of one half of the peo-» 
_plein our colonies. But as they are now free 
from any danger on their borders, they may eX- 
tend their fettlements with fafety, difperfe | 
‘themfelves on plantations, and cultivate thofe 
lands, that may turn to fome account, both to 
‘them, and to the whole nation, In fhort they” 
amay now make fome ftaple commodity for Bri” 
tain; On which the intereft of . the colonies, 
~ and of.the nation in them, chiefly depends ; 
and which we can never expect from thofe co- 
~— Jonies in their’prefent fituation., f 


ara 


What thofe commodities. are, that we might ~ 

get from thofe fou thern parts of Worth America; 

_will appear from the following accounts 5, which. | 
“we have not room here to confider more par- 
ticularly,» 


TE 
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ticularly. We need only mention Hemp, Flax, 


and Silk, thofe great articles and neceffary ma- 
terials of manufactures; for “which ‘alone. this: 


Nation pays at leaft a million and an half a-year, 


if not two millions, and could never get them 
from all the colonies we have. Cotton, and In- 


digo, are equally ufeful. Not to mention »Cop- 


Per, Iron, Potafb, ce. which, - with Hemp, 
Flax, and Silk, make the great balance of -trade 
againft the nation, and drain it of its treafure ; 
when we might have thofe commodities from our 
colonies for manufactures, and both fupply our- 


- felves and others with them. Wine, Oil, Raifins, 


and Currants, dc, thofe products of France and 
Spain, on which Britain expends fo much of her 
treafure, to enrich her enemies, might likewife 
be had from thofe her own dominions, < Britain 

might thereby cut off thofe refources' of ‘her 


enemies ; 'fecure’ her: colonies for -the future; 
~and prevent fuch calamities of war, by cultivat- 
ing thofe more laudable arts of: peace : Which 


will be the more neceflary, as thefe are the only 
advantages the nation can expect, for the many 


“millions that have been expended on Americas 
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Defeription of the Harbour of 
“PENSACOLA. | 
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© $ the harbour of Pensacona will appear 
“£X% to be a confiderable acquifition to Bri- 
_ © tain, it may be fome fatisfaction to give the fol- 
» Jowing account of it, from F’. Laval, royal pro- 
“efor of mathematics, and mafter of the marine- 
academy at Toulon; who was fent to Louifana, 
on parpofe to make obfervations in 17195 and: 
‘had the accounts of ‘the officers who took Pen- 
~“facola at that time, and farveyed the place. — 
Sit hp Bae Hpi gaye hy a EROL tie. LOUE S YEO BUCA ee 
©. %«\'The colonies of Penfacola, and of Dau- 
“ophin Ifland, are at prefent on the decline, the 
“Gnbabitants having removed: to fettle at Mobile 
and Biloxi, or at New Orleans, where the lands 
are much better 5 ‘for at the firft the: foil “is 
« dhiely fand, mixed with’ little earth. The 
‘land, ‘however, is covered with woods of pines, 
firs, and oaks; which make «good trees, as 
well as at Ship-T/land. The road’ of Pen/facola 
> is the only good port thereabouts for large: 
| -“fhips, and Ship- land for {mall ones, where: 
Bi a vellels,. 
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veffels, that draw from thirteen. to fourteen feet 
water, may ride in fafety, under the ifland, im 
fifteen feet, and a good holding ground; as 
well as in the other ports, which are all only 


open roads, expofed ‘to the fouth, and from 
welt to eaft.. 

we esa 2 isin. nor the acihiice, 90%. 2 she And 
is the only, road in the bay.of Mexico, in which 
fhips can be fafe from all winds. It. is Jand~ 
locked on every fide ; and wilh. hold a great. 
number. of Dhips, which have.very good ancho- 
Tage in it, in a good holding. ground of foft: ! 
‘fand, and from twenty-five to thirty-four feet 
of water. You will find not Jefs than twenty~ 
one feet of water on the barr, which is at the: 
entrance into the road, providing you keep in . 
the deepeft part of the channel, _ Before a hip 
enters. the harbour, fhe thoald bring the. fort. of 
| Penfacola to. bear between north. and north 
dealt, and keep that courfe till the i is weft, or 
_ weit ~ fouth, frem the fort on. the ifland of. St, 
Ree, sie is,. ti that fort bears eat, and eatt 3 * 
north, Then fhe muft bear away a little to 
ithe land an the weft fide, keeping about. mid- 
way between that and the ifland, to avoid a 
bank on this. laft, which runs out. to fome 
diftance 
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Aiflance' “welt oe from. the point of the 
Meet 


al ' ite y Ha pay. Boys 


wot 


pee TF there ate thy beaks on the ledge of 
seeks, © which’ lie to'the weltward of the barr, 
-as often happens; if there is any wind, that 
/may ‘ferve for a*mark to fhips, which | fee 
along that ledge, at the diftance of a good 
-muafket- hot, as they enter upon the barr ; 
theti keep the courfe above-mentioned. Some- 
times the’ currents fet’ very ftrong out of the 
 réad;' which you ‘(hould’ take’care of, left Pile 
| fhould carty you upon thefe rocks. 


| As there is but half a foot rifing (levee) 
on ‘the barr of Penjacola, every fhip of war, if 
it be not in a ftorm, may. depend upon nineteen 
! "(perhaps twenty) feet of water, to go into the 
| harbour, as there are ‘twenty- -one feet on the 
, barr. "Ships that draw twenty feet muft be. 
) towed j m. By this we fee, that fhips of fixty 
guns may £0 into this harbour: and even {e- 
venty gun hips, ‘the largeft requifite, in that. 
country in, time of war, if they were built 
flat-bottomed, ‘like the Dutch fhips, might pals 
every, where 1 in that harbour. dn ueht 


66 Ta 
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“Ini 1719 Penfacola was ‘taken by »_Mrso 
Champmeflin, in the Hercules man. of wary of. 
fixty-four guns, but carried only fifty-fix; in 
company with the Mars, pierced for fixty guns, 
but had in, only, fifty-four; and the Triton, 
pierced for fifty-four guns, but carried only fif- 
ty; with two frigates of thirty-fix and benty 
guns *. 


“This road is fubje&t to one inconvenience ; 
feveral rivers fall into it, which occafion ftrong | 
currents, and make boats. canoes, as they 
pats backwards and forwards, apt to run a- 


™* ‘The admiral was on board of the Hercules, which drew 
twenty-one feet of water, and there were but twenty-two feet 
into the harbour in the higheft tides; fo that they defpaired 
of carrying in this fhip. But an old Canadian, named Grin- 
eau, aman of experience, who was perfectly acquainted with 
that coaft, boafted of being able .to do it, and fucceeded ; for 
which he was the next year honoured with nae a of cookletes 
Diriont (an officer there at the time) II, 


But Bellin, from the charts of the admiralty, makes but 
twenty feet of wateron the barr of Penfacola. The difference 
may arife from the tides ; which are very irregular and uncer= 
tain, on all that coatt, ackotatne to the winds ; never rifing 
above three feet, fometimes much lefs, In twenty-four hours 
the tide ebbs in the harbour for eighteen or nineteen hours, and 
ows five or fix, Laval, 


ground ; 
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ground; _but as the bottom is all fand, they are 
“not apt’ to founder. On the other hand there 
‘is a. great advantage in this road; it is free 
| from worms, which never breed in frefh water, 
fo that veffels are never worm-eaten in it.” 


CONTENTS 


hs TH EB 


First VoLuMe. 


Be Or kre F 


Ff, pe Tranfactions of the FRENCH in 
| Louisiana. 


Cuar, L OP the firft Difcovery and Set 
! tlement of Louifiana. P. 1. 
Cuap. Il. The return of M. de St. De- 
_ nis: Lis fettling the Spaniards at the 
ae Lis fecond journey to Mexico, 
and return from thence. Fae. 
Hap. HL. Ewmbarkation of eight hundred’ 
men by the Welt India Company to 
| Louifiana. Avrival and Stay at Cape 
Francois. Arrival at Ie Dauphine. 
Defeription a thatifland, - Pax, 


a CHap.,. 


il CON TEN TS. 
Cyap. IV. The Author's departure for 
his Graut. Defeription of the places be 
paffed through, as far 4s New Or- 
leans. B. 29: 
Cuap. V. The Author put in poffefion of | 
bis territory. His refolution to £0 and 
__ fettle among the Natchez. P.24- 
Cuap. VL. The Voyage of the Author to 
Biloxi. Defcription of that place. Set- 
tlement of Grants. The Author difcovers 
two Copper-mines. Elis retura 10 the 


sr REG ons Senki 


Natchez. ‘BP. 50. 
Cuap. VIL Fir War with the Natchez. 
Caufe of the War. P, 58.4 


Cuap. VILL. The Governor furprized the | 
Natchez with feven hundred men. Af-— 
 tonifbing cures performed by the Natives. 
The Author fends upwards of three bun-— 
dred Simples to the Company. iP. 69. | 
Crap. IX. French Settlements, or Pofts.' 
Poff at Mobile. TheMouths of the Mit ° 
fifipi. The fituation and defcription of 
New Orleans. P. 834 
| 


AS a ins aa eg eae a 
yi nh all ial CE a 


| ChOPMINEENYTT S| it 
Crap. X. The Voyages of the French to 
the Mifiouris, Canzas, aud Padoucas. 
The Settlements they in vain attempted to 
make in thofe Countries; with a de- 
fcription of an extraordinary Pheno- 
| menon. Be FOF! 
Caap, XI. The War with the Chitima- 
chas. The Con/piracy of the Negroes 
againft the French. Their  Execu- 
. tion, i SO). 
Cuap. XII. The War of the Natchez. 
Maffacre of the French in 1729. Extir- 
| pation of the Natchez iv1730. P. 134. 
Cuar. XIII. The War with the Chi-. 
cafaws. Ihe firft Expedition by the 
river Mobile. The fecond by the Mifli- 
fipi. The War with the Cha&taws ter- 
_ minated by the prudence of M. de Vau- 
| dreuil. P. 162. 
Cuar. XIV. Refleftions on what gives 
| ee ion to Wars in Louifiana. The 
means of avoiding Wars in that pro-~ | 
| | vince, as alfo the manner of coming off 
with advantage and little expence in 
them, . | Pet 70. 
A airdt a Cuap. 


iv CONTENTS. || 
Cuap. XV. Penfacola taken by furprize ; 
by the French. Retaken by the Spani- | 
ards. Again retaken by the French, 
and demolifbed. P. 18%. 


BOOK Ih 
Of the Country, and its Products. 


Cuap. I. Geographical Defcription of | 
Louifiana. Its Climate.  P. 199. | 
Defcription of the Lewer Louifiana, and” | 
° Mouths of the Miffifipi. P. 212.9) 
Crap. 11. fhe Author's Fourney in Louili- — 
ana, from the Natchez to the River St. ¥ 
Francis, and the Country of the Chica- : 
faws. P. 221.4 
Crap. IL. Thenature ofthe Lands of Lou- ; 
ifiana. The Lands on the coaft. P.2 50. 


Cuap. LV. Quality of the lands above the 


Fork. 4 Quarry of ftone for building. P| 
High Lands tothe Eaft: Their vaft fer-— 
tility. Weft coaft: Weft lands: Salt-" 
ere. P 262.4 


CHAP. 


ate 


“< 
¥ 


aie i 


| 
$ 
f 


COrOPN ET, EO Ne«P:S, vi 
Cuap.V. Quality » the Lands of the Red 
River. Pots of Nachitoches. .4 Silver- 
mine. Lands of the Black River. P.274. 
~Cuap. VI. A brook of falt water: Salt 
lakes. Lands of the river of the Arkan- 
fas. Red veined marble: Slate: Plafter.. 
Hunting the buffalo. The dry fand-banks 
in the Miffifipi. FP. 282.. 
Crap. VIL. The Lands of the River St. 
Francis. Mine of Marameg, and other 
Mines. A Lead-mine. A foft Stone, re 
 fembling Porphyry. Lands of the Mil- 
fouri. The Lands North of the Wa- 
7 - bache. The Lands of the (linois.. De la 
Mothe’s Mine, and other Mines. P. 292. 
Cuap. VIII. Of the Agriculture, or man- 
ner of cultivating, ordering, and manu- 
 fadturing the Commodities that are pro- 
_ per articles of Commerce. Of the culture 
of Maiz, Rice, and' other fruits of the 
Country. Of the Silk-worm, P. 304. 
t tear: IX. Of Indigo, Tobacco, Cotton, 
Wax, Hops, and Saffron. P. 314. 


CHAP: 


Rais pire de ois lt ROR: 


Cuap. X. Of the Commerce that iss 
and may be, carried on in Louifiana, Of 


Sty wie ae Boe 


3 Pi } 
es 
i 
Pay ate 
x 
| 
, { 
5 
eT ash 
a 
i 
i : 
pen : 
} 
a4 
he 
| 
Pe! 
; 


CONTENTS. 


the Commodities which that Province 
may furnifein return for thofe of Europe. 
Of the Commerce of Louifiana with the 
fles. Piao. 
Commodities which Louifiana may furnifb 
in return for thofe of Europe. P. 330. 
The Commerce of Louifiana with the 
Iflands. Beggs. 


Cuap. XI. Of the Commerce with the 


Spaniards. Ihe Commodities they bring 
to the Colony, if there is a demand for 


them. Of fuck as may be given in re- 


turn, and may fuit them. Reflections 
on the Commerce of this Province, 
and the great advantages which the 
State and particular perfons may derive 
therefrom. P. 390; 


The Commerce with the Spaniards. ib. 
The Commodities, which the Spaniards 


bring to Louifiana, if there is a de- 
mand for them. — P. 340. 


Some 


enti Racca Sis 


Nie iE gah WR emote ato 


% > +e a se 
RR 


4: = 
1 segs 


CONTENTS. wi 


Sante Abftratts from the Hiftoricat 
Memoirs of Louifiana, by M. Du 
Mont. 


I. Of Tobacco; with the way of cul- 
tivating and curing tt. Pi 9a8. 

Il. Of the way of making Indigo. P. 355. 
Il. Of Tar; the way of making it and 
| of making it into Pitch. P. 359. 
IV. Of the Mines of Louifiana. P. 362. 


/Extraé from alate French Writer, con- 
cerning the importance of Louifiana to 
_FTaRCC.: * | P, 365. 


= preteen eleee Dor eate 
Sr ne ioe een Sao eo nla a : 


This Day is Publifhed, 


In oneVolume in Quarto, Pr. ros. 6d. in Boards,. 


(With a Prefatory Differtation and various Notes) 
i. FE EMOR.A, an ancient Epic Poem. In 
Eight Books. With the remaining Po- 
ems of OSSIAN, the Sonof FINGAL. 
Tranflated from the Gallic Language. 
By JAMES MACPHERSON. 

N. B. For the Satisfaétion of the Curious, 2 
Part of the Original Gallic is annexed to: 
the Poems. 

There are a few printed on Royal. Paper. 


Tl. FINGAL, an ancient Epic Poem, in 


Six Beoks. The Second Edition. Price 10s. 6d. 
in Boards. 


III. A Critical Differtation on the Poems. of 
Osstan. With fome Obfervations- on the an- 


cient Poetry of Nations, particularly the Runic 


and the Celtic. Price 2s. 6d. | 
This laft is printed in Quarto, that Gentle- 
men may bind it either with Fincav or 
TEmora. 


IV. LETTERS concerning the SPANISH: 


NATION. Written at Madrid, during the: 


Years 1760 and 1761. 
By the Rev. EDWARD CLARKE, M. A. 


(Then Chaplain to his Excellency the Earl of 
_ Briftol, Ambaffador to. the Court of Spain,). 


Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge,. 


and Reétor of Pepperharrow, in the County. 


of Surry. Quarto.. 
Speedily will be publifoed, in Two Pocket Volumes, 
V. The Effufions of Friendfhip and Fancy. 
In feveral Letters to and from feleé&t Friends,. 
By the Rev. Mr. John Langhorne. 


Printed for T, Becket and P..A, De Horns 
im the Strand. 


: ean 
spe es PR ee Peavey ee che Ses ney — mbes ~ 
wi S eh: sre gia et SS teietie ti ieernin ein Bt eS 


* 


Mascoutian i 
| Watiod of Fire 


f A ~<4 
i Y MEie fi COTY RG LACE 
: { d 
194, 
4 


aos 
LS 


ees. DB he tock 


Prmiteouts Lip 


{si SIpi 


2 


| 


The Mi 


% Mire __ 


’ Cape 
mis Mi lof he: ee nes 
u  \Z \ 


@ Ok the \Pacasaws 


<at 
\ J 


us 
p. 
nn 


t Caouit 


{ 


My 


rk 


Lombechec 


i 


iF 
Wh 


of dlibamous, +— 


AS VYylib arnous 


~ 


~ y 


0° A) 
SS gn” 


hk 


/. a 
LOUISIANA) 

\S ' nth the COUTSe of the\ 
| Mrs srsrrt, 


!)| the Nations of the Natives, \ : 
| [[aeeL7ench Eftablishments “ 
Fe and the Mines; 


y the Alihor of y History of & 
v Ts TD 5 
Uys 


lek 4 Af No \ 5 ‘SEINE a 
g on of y North . \ = aN Raliuse the chief hplrance Ah Ax \ ; a if 
Vor of JS. Baptist ot > ‘ ee : if OUS of the Milsisipi | “a, | Ss me that shea i). 

ae Fey \ = =F a ‘ x3 vith Bar ; . . SS 


¥ 


" ye SE See 
EXICO k ae | 
| 


AL TOOL 


TTT ——————— oo PUCATTENATTETTRTTECHUNSTUTUTTNTTY STATIN 


2E5 290 295 


ne ee et 


OF . 
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BOO KUT. 


The Tranfactions of the FRENCH 
i VOPISTAN A... 


LG. Hy yay aes B 
Of the jirfs Difcovery and Settlemen at f | 


LovuisiaNa. 


PTE UR the Spaniards came to have 
Settlements on the Gréat Antilles, 2 
i. it was not long before they attempt 
ed'to make Difcoveries on the coafts ‘of the 
Gulf of Adewico. In 1520, Lucas Valguex de 
Aillon landed on the Continent to the North 
of, that Gulf, - being favourably, received by 
5A OT) I, Bi ck EN» 
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the people of the country, who made him pre-e), 
fents in gold, pearls, and plated filver. This} 
favourable reception made him return thither} 
four years after; but the natives having} 
changed their friendly fentiments towards him, |’ 
killed two hundred of his men, and obliged} 

him to retire. | 


In 1528 Pamphils Nefunez * landed alfo on 
that coaft, receiving from the firft nations, he| 
met in his way, prefents made in gold; which | | 
by figns, they gave him to underftand, came | ; 
from the Apalathean mountains, in the coun-| 
try, which at this day goes under the name of . 
Florida : And thither he attempted to gO, Un- |, 
dertaking a hazardous journey of twenty five) 
days. In this march he was fo often attack- | 
ed by the new people he continually difeo-. 
vered, and loft fo many of his men, as only | 
to think of re-embarking with the few that. 
were left, happy to ise himfelf efcaped the | 
dangers, which his imprudence had expofed | 


him to. 


‘The relation publifhed by the Hiftorian of. 
Dominico + Soto, who in 1539 landed in the 
Bay of St. Efprit, is fo romantic, and fo con- 
fantly contradi€ted by all who have travelled 
that country, that far from giving credit to it, | 


’ 


# Nervaers { Ferdinando, 


Wwe I 


OF LOST ANA: « 4 
we ought rather to fuppofe his enterprize had 
no fuccefs ; as no traces of it have remained, 
any more than of tho’e that went before. The 
inutility of thefe attempts proved no manner 
of difcouragement to the Spaniards: After the 
difcovery of Florida, it was with a jealous eye 
they faw the French fettle there in 1564, un- 
der René de Laudonniere, fent thither by the 
Admiral Coligni, where he built Fort Carolin 
the ruins of which are till to be feen above 
the Fort of Penfacola*, There the Spaniards 
(ome time after attacked them, and forcing 
‘hem to capitulate, cruelly murdered them, 
without any regard had to the treaty conclu- 
Jed between them. As France was at that 
‘ime involved in the calamities of a religious 
War, this act of barbarity had remained un- 

‘efented, had not a fingle man of Adont Mar- 

an, named Dominique de Gourges, attempted, 

n the name of the nation, to take vengeance 

hereof. In 1567 having fitted out a veflel, 

nd failed for Florida, he took three Forts. 
ult by the Spaniards; and after killing ma- 

vy of them in the feveral attacks he made, 

ianged the reft: And having fettled there a 

The intended fettlement of Admira : 

ye eaft coat of Florida, about Sr. Anguftin, inftead of 
Perjacola. De Lact is of opinion, that their Fort Carolia 
2s the fame with 9), Auguftin. 


| Csligni was on 


B 2 _ new 


Fy Seer 
an 


A , TH E* Hes DOR Y 
new poft*, returned to France. But the dite) 
orders of the State having prevented the main="|| 
taining that poft; the Spanzards foon after tend 
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took poflefiion of the country, where they re-— 
main to this days . | 


From that time the French feemed to have | 
dropped all thoughts of that coaft, or of at- 
tempting any brigevacies therein; when the 
wars in Canada with the natives, afforded them 
the knowledge of the vaft country they are, 
pofiefied of at this day. In one of thefe wars; | 
a Recollet, or Franct{can Friar, named F. Hen- |, 
nepin, was taken and carried to the Mlinois.. i 
As he had fome {kill in furgery, he proved 
ferviceable to that people, and was alfo kind- | 
ly treated by them: And being at full liberty, ! 
he travelled over the country, oli for 2) 


confiderable-time the banks of the river St.) 
Louis, or Miffiipi, without being able to pro- 
ceed to its mouth. However, he failed not, 
to take pofieffion of that country, in the name, 
of Louis XIV, ‘calling it Louwsfiana. Provie, 
dence having facilitated his return to ered 
he gave the a advantageous account of al 

he had feen; and after his return to #7 ance, 


~ on 

, Af 
“* He ae ER the country without meking any fets 
element 3 nor have the French ever had any fettlement in 


\ 
it from that day to this, See Laudonniere, Hakluyt, ce. 


drew 
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drew up a-relation thereof, dedicated to M. 
| Colbert. 


| The account he gave of Louifiana failed 

not to produce its good cfteéts. M. de la Salle, 
equally famous for his misfortunes and his 
“courage, undertook to traverfe thefe unknown 
countries quite to the fea. In Fan. 1679 he 
Tet out from Quebec with a large detachment, 
-and being come among the //ino7s, there built 
the firlt fort France ever had in that country, 
calling i it Crevececur ; ; and there he left a good 
garrifon, under the command of the Chevalier 
de Tonti. F rom. thence he went down the ri- 
ver St. Louis, quite te its inouth; which, as 
has been faid, isin the Gulf of Mexico: And 
having made obfervations,. and taken the ele- 
vation in the beft manner he could, returned 


_by the fame way to Quebec, from whence = 
pafled over to France, 


| ‘After giving the particulars of his journey 

to M. Colbert, that great Minifter, who knéw 
of what importance it’ was to the State, to 
inake'fure of fo fine and extenfive a country “ 
ferupled not to allow-him’a fhip anda {mall 
frigate, in order to ‘find out, by the way of 
- the Gulf of AZevico,::the mouth of the river 
St. Louis. He fet fail in 1685: But his ob- 
} fervations, -doubtlefs, not haying had all the 
AOL B 3s jufine ss 
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jufinefs requifite, after arriving in the Gulf,| 
he got beyond the river, and running too far| 
weltward, entered the Bay of St. Bernard 
And fome mifunderftanding happening be-| 
tween him and the officers of the veffels, he|’ 
debarqued with the men under his command, | 
and having fettled a poft in that place, un-| 
dertook to go by land in queft of the great! 
river. Bae after a march of feveral dave 
fome of his people, irritated on account of} 
the fatigue he expofed them to, availing them- i 
felves of an opportunity, when feparated from | 
the reft of his men, bafely affaffinated’ him, | 
The foldicrs, tho’ deprived of their Comimari- 4 
der, itill ¢ ie anf alee fete, and, after?) 
croffing many rivers, arrived at length at the, 
Arkanjas, where they unexpectedly found a . 
‘French poft lately fettled. ‘The Chevalier de | 
Tonti was gone down. from the fort of the Z/- , 
linois, quite to the mouth of the river, about 1 
the time he judged M. de /a Salle might have » 
arrived by fea: And not finding him, was - 
_ gone up apain,, in order to return to his poft. , 
And in his way. entering the river of ithe ve | 
_kanfas, quite to the village of that nation, . 
“with whom he made an alliance, fome of his ; 
people infifted, they. might be allowed to fet- , 
tle there ; which was agreed to, he leaving ten | 
of them in that place: And this {mall can~_ 
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tonment maintained its ground, not only be- 
caufe from time to time encreafed by fome 
Canadians, who came down this river; but 
above all becaufe thofe who formed it, had 
the prudent precaution to live in peace with 
the natives, and treat, as legitimate, the chil- 
dren they had by the daughters of the 4-4an-~ 
fas; with whom they matched out of ne- 
ceflity. 


The report of the pleafantnefs of Louifana 
{preading through Canada, many Frenchmen 
ef that country repaired to fettle there, dif- 
perfing themfelves at pleafure along the river 
St, Louis, efpecially towards its ce and 


even in fome iflands on the coaft, and on the 
river AGobile, which lies nearer Canada. The 
facility of the commerce with Si. Domingo 
was, undoubtedly, what invited them to the 
gneighbourhood of the fea, though the inte- 
rior parts of the country be in all refpects far . 
preferable. However, thefe feattered fettle- 
ments, incapable to maintain their ground of 
themfelves, and too diftant to be able to afford 
mutual afliftance, neither warranted the pol 
jfcffion of this country, nor could they be call- 
ed a taking of pofleffion. Liwifiana remain- 
ed in this neglected ftate, till M. @’Aiberville, 
meh "Efcadre, having difcovered, in 16098, 
| 1 Bea the 
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the mouths of the river Sz. Louis, and being | 
nominated Governor General of that vaft} 
country, carried thither the firft colony in} 
1699. As he was a native of Canada, the| 
colony almoit entirely confifted of Canadians, ' 
among whom M. de Luchereau, uncle of Ma- 
dam d@’Iberville, particularly diftinguifhed | 
himfelf. 


‘The fettlement was made on the river A/o- 
bile, with all the facility that could be wifhed ; | 
but its progrefs proved flow: For thefe firft| 
inhabitants had no other advantage above the | 
 patives, as to the neceflaries of : iffe, but what ! 
their own induftry, joined to fome rude tools, | 
to give the plaineft forms to timbers, afforded) 
them. 


+. 


The war, which Louis XIV. had at that} 
time to maintain, and the prefling neceffities | 
of the ftate, continually engrofled the atten-— 
tion of the Miniftry, nor allowed them time | 
to think of Louifiana. What was then thought’ 
moft advifeable, was to make a grant of it to’ 
fome rich perfon ; who, finding it his inter=" 
eft to impreve that country, would at the’ 
fame time that he promoted his own intereft, ° 
promote that of the fate. Louifiana was thus 
ceded to M. Crozat. And it is to be pre- 


fumed, had M. @’Hiberville lived longer, the’ 
colony 
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colony would have made confiderable pro- 
grefs: But that illuftrious fea-officer, whofe 
authority was confiderable, dying at the #Za- 
vannah, in 1701; after which this fettlement 
was deferied: A long time muft intervene be- 
fore anew Governor-could arrive from France. 
The perfon pitched upon to fill that poft, was 
M. de la Matte Cadillac, who arrived in that 
country in June 1713. , 


The colony had but a fcanty meafure of 
comniodities, and money fearcer yet: It was 
rather inva ftate of languor, than of vigorous 
activity, in one of the fineft countries in the 
world ; becaufe impofiible for it to do the la- 
_ berious works, and make the firft advances, 

always requifite in the beft lands. © 


‘The Spaniards, for a long time, confidered 
_ Lonifiana as a property juftly theirs, becaufe it 
confiitutes the greateft part of Florida, which 
| they firft difcovered. The pains the French 
were at then to fettle there, roufed their jea~ 
foufy, to form the defign of cramping us, by 
| fetthing at the Afjinais, a nation not very di-, 
{tant from the Natichitoches, whither fome 
j /renchinen had penetrated. ‘here the cpa- 
| niards met with no fmall difficulty. to form 
that fettlement, and being ata lofs how. to 
accomplifh it, one F, Ydaleo, 2 Francifcan 

ge 5 Friar, 
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Friar,’ took it in his head to ‘write to the 
French, to beg their affiftance in fettling a 
miffion among the Afinais. He fent three 
different copies of his letter hap-hazard three 
different ways to our fettlements, hoping one 


of them at leaft might fall into the hands of 


the French. 


Nor was he difappointed in his hope, one 
of them, from one poft to another, and from 
hand to hand, falling into the hands of M. 
dela Motte. Vhat General, :inceflantly ta- 
ken up with the concerns of the. colony, and 
the means of relieving it, was mot apprized 
_of the defign of the Spaniards in that letter 5 


could only fee therein a fure and fhort me- 


thod to remedy the prefent evils, by favour- 


ing the Spaniards, and making a treaty of | 
commerce with them, which might procure 


to the colony what it was in want of, and 


what the Spaniards abounded with, namely, | 


horfes, cattle, and money : He therefore 
communicated that letter to M. de St. Denis, 


to whom he propofed to underta ake a journey 


by Jand to Afexico. 


M. de St. Denis, for the fourteen years he 


was in Louifiana, had made feveral excurfions _ 


up and down the country ; and having a ge- 


} 


neal 


% 
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neral knowledge of all the languages of the 
‘different nations which inhabit it, gained the 
love and efteem of thefe people, fo far as to 
be acknowleged their Grand Chief. This 
Gentleman, in other refpetts a man of cou- 
rage, prudence, and refolution, was then the 
‘fitte perfon M. de la Motte could have pitch= 
ed upon, to put his defign in execution. 


How fatizuing foever the enterprize was, 

M. de St. Denis undertook it with pleafure, 
and fet out with twenty-five men. This fmall 
-company would have made fome figure, had. 
| it continued entire ; but fome of them drop- 
ped M. de St. Denis by the way, and many 
of them remained among the Naé?chitoches, to 
whofe country he was come. He was there- 


fore obliged to fet out from that place, ac- 
‘companied only by ten men, with whom he 
‘traverfed upwards of an hundred and fifty 
leagues in a country entirely depopulated, ha- 
ving on his route met with no nation, till he 
came to the Prefidio, or fortrefs of St. ‘Fobn 
Baptifi, on the Rig (river) del Norte, in New 
| Mexice. 


The Governor of this fort was Don Diego 
Raimond, an officer advanced in years, who 
: favourably os M. de St, Denis, on_ac- 
BO - quaint- 
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quainting him, that the motive to his jour-_ 
ney was F. Ydalgo’s letter, and that he had 
orders to repair to Adexico. But as the Spa-_ 


xiards do not readily allow ftrangers to travel 
through the countries of their dominion in 
America, for fear the view of thefe fine coun- 
tries fhould infpire notions, the confequences 
of which might be greatly prejudicial to them, 
D. Diego did not chufe to permit M. de Sz. 
Denis to continue his route, without the pre- 
vious confent of the Viceroy. It was theres 
fore neceflary to difpatch a courier to AZextco, 
aiid to wait his return. 


The courier, impatiently longed for, arri- 
ved at length, with the, permiffion granted by 
the Duke of Linarez, Viceroy of Mexico. 
Upon which M. ae Sz. Denis fet out direGly, 
and.arrived at (Zexico, June 5, 1715.- The 
Viceroy had naturally an affection to France ; 
M. de St. Denis was therefore favourably re- 
ceived, faving fome precautions, which the 
Duke thought proper to take, not to give any 
difguft to. fon 1e officers of jatic e who were 
about him. 


‘The affair was foon difpatched ; the Duke 
of Linarez heving promifed to make a treaty 
of commerce, as foon a as the Spaniards fhould 


be 
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be fettled at the Afinais; which M. de St. 


Denis undertook to do, upon his return to 
Louifiana. 


City A Ld 


The return of M. de St. Denis: His fet- 
fling the Spaniards at the Affinais, 
His fecond journey to Mexico, and re- 
turn from thence. 


: De St. Denis foon returned to the 
; ® fort of St. fobn Bapti/t; after which 
he refolved to form the Caravan, which was 

to be fettled at the Affinais; at whofe head 
M. de St. Denis put himfelf, and happily con- 
_duéted it to the place appointed. And then 
having, in-quality of Grand Chief, aflem- 
bled the nation of the Affinais, he exhorted 


them to receive and ufe the Spaniards. well, . 


The veneration, which that people had for 


‘him, made them fubmit to his will in all’ 


things; and thus the promife he had made 


| to the Duke of Lixarez was faithfully ful- 
filled. 


The Affinais are fifty leagues diftant from 
the Naéichitoches. ‘The Spaniards, finding 
+ fi : themfelyes — 
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them{elves ftill at too great a diftance fronr |’ 
us, availed themfelves of that firft fettlement,  } 
in order to form a fecond among the dates; | 


a nation which is ten leagues from our poft 
of the Nadétchitoches : whereby they confine 
us on the weft within the neighbourhood of 
the river St. Louis: And from that time it 


was not their fault, that they had not cramp» © 


ed us to the North: As I fhall mention in its 
place.. 


To this anecdote of their hiftory I fhal, 
ina word or two, add that of their fettle- 


ment at Pen/facola, on the coaft of Florida, 


three months after M. d’Hilerville had car- 
ried the firft inhabitants to Leuifiana, that 
country having continued to be inhabited by 
Europeans, ever fince the garrifon left there 
by Dominique’ de Gourges ; which either pe- 
rifhed or deférted, for want of being fup- 
ported *. 


To return to M. de la Motte and M. St. 


Denis: The former, ever attentive to the» _ 


project of having a treaty of commerce con. 
cluded with the Spaniards, and pleafed with 
the fuccefs of M. de St. Denis’s journey to 
Mexico, propofed his return thither again, 


E @ They returaed to France, See p. 4. 
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not! doubting but the Duke of ee would 
be as good as his word, as the French had al-_ 
ready been. M. de St. Denis, ever ready to 
obey, accepted the commiffion of his Gene- 
val. But this fecond journey was not to be 
undertaken as the firft ; it was proper to car- 
try fome goods, in order to execute that Meaty, 
as-foon as it fhould be concluded, and to in- 
cemnify himfelf for the expences he was to 
be at. Though the ftore-houfes of M. Cro- 
zat were full, it was no eafy matter to get 
goods. “The factors refufed. to giveany on cre- 
dit; nay, refufed M. de la Motte’s fecurity ; 
jand there was no money to be had to pay 
them. The Governor was therefore obliged 
to form a company of the moft refponfible 
men of the colony : And to this company only 
‘the factors determined to. advance the goods, 
This expedient was far from being agreeable 
to M. de St. Denis, who opened his mind to 
M. de la Motte on’ that head, and told him, 
that fome or all of his partners would accom- 
pany the goods they had engaged to be fecu-" 
rity for: and that, altho’ it was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary the efieéts fhould appear to.be his pro- 
perty alone, they would not fail to difcover, 
they themfelves were the proprietors; which 
would be fufficient to caule their confitca- 
tlon 5 
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tion; the commerce between the two nations i 
not being open. M. de la Motte faw the fo- | 


lidity of thefe reafons ; but the impofhibility 
of acting otherwife, conftrained him to.fu- 
perfede them: And, as M. de S¢, Denis had 
forefeen, it accordingly happened. 


He fet out from ALzdile, Auguf? 13, 1716, | 


efcorted, as he all along apprehended, by 
fome of thofe concerned; and being come to 


the Aifinais, he there paffed the winter. On 


the 19th of Adarch, the year following, fet- 


ting out on his journey, he foon ‘arrived at |’ 


the Prefidio of St. John Baptif. Mi. de St 


Denis declared thefe goods to be his own pro- | 
perty, in order to obviate their confifcation, 


which was otherwife unavoidable; and want- 
ed to fhew fome a@s of bounty and genero- 


lity, in order to gain the friendfhip of the | 


Spaniards, But the untra@tablene(s, the ava- 


rice, and indifcretion of the parties concern- || 


ed, broke through all his meafures; and to. 


prevent the entire difconcerting of them, he 
haftened his departure for Mexico, where hex 
attived May 14, 1717. The Duke of Jf... 


warez Was yet there, but fick, and on his» 


ceath-bec. M, de St. Denis had, however, — 
me to fee him, who knew him again: And 
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mended to the Viceroy his fucceflor ; namely, 
‘the Marquis of Balero, aman as much againit 
the French, as the Duke was for them. ; 


M. de St. Denis did not long follicit the 
Marquis of Balero for concluding the treaty 
‘of commerce; he foon had other bufinefs to 
mind. F. Olivarez,.who, on the reprefen- 
‘tation of F. Ydalgo, as a perfon of a jealous, 
turbulent, and dangerous difpofition, had been 
excluded from the miffion to the 4/finais, be- 
ing then at the court of the Viceroy, faw 
with an evil.eye the perfon, who had fettled 
F. Ydelgo in that miffion, and refolved to be 
avenged on him for the vexation caufed by 
that difappointment. He joined himfelf to an 
officer, named Don AMJartin de Alaron, a per- 
fon peculiarly proteéted by the Marquis of 
_Balero: And they fucceeded fo well with that 
Nobleman, that in the time M. de St, Denis 
-leaft expected, he found himfelf arrefted, and 
clapt in a dungeon; from which he was not 
_difcharged till December 20 of this year, by 
an order of the Sovereign Council of Mexica, 
t6 which he found means to prefent feveral 
| Petitions. The Viceroy, conftrained to en- 
large him, allotted the town for his place of 
confinement. : 


‘The 
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The bufinefs of the treaty of commerce be- | 
Ing now at an end, M. de St. Denis’s atten-- 
tion was only engaged how to make the moft 
ef the goods, of which Don Diego Raymond | 
had fent as large a quantity as he could, to | 
the town of Mexico; where they were feized | 
by D. Martin de Alaron, as contraband; he | 
* being one of the emiffaries of his protector, | 
appointed to perfecute fuch. {trangers, as did | 
not dearly purchafe the permiffion to fell their 
goods. M. de St. Denis could make. only. 
enough of his pillaged and damaged effe&s 
putt to defray certain expences of fuit, which | 
ina country, that abounds with nothing elfe 
rip but gold and filver, are enormous. ie! 


Our prifoner having nothing further to en- 
- grofs his attention in Mexico, but the fafety of — 
his perfon, ferioufly bethought himfelf how to : 

fecure it ; as he had ever juft grounds to appre- 
hend fome bad treatment at the hands of his 
three avowed enemies. Having therefore — 
planned the means of his flight, on September 
25, 1718, as the night came on, he quitted 
rae Mexico, and placing himfelf in ambufh at ala 
| certain diftance from the town, waited till his a 
good fortune fhould afford the means of tra- ois 

welling otherwife than on foot. About nine 
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at night, a horfeman, well-mounted, caft up. 
To rufh of a fudden upon him, difmount 
him, mount his horfe, turn the bridle, and 
fet up a gallop, was the work of a moment 
only for St, Denis.. He rode on at a good 
pace till day, then quitted the common road, 
to repofe him: A precaution he obferved all 
along, till he came near to the Prefidio of 
St. Fobn Bapti/?. From thence he continued 
his j journey on foot ; and at length, on April 
2, 1719, arrived at the French eee where 
he found confiderable alterations. 


From the departure of M. de St. Denis 
from Mexico, to his return again, almoit three 
years had elapfed. In that long time, the 
grant of Louifiana was transferred from M. 
| Crozat to the Weft India Company; M. de 
ja Matte Cadillac was dead, and M. de Biain- 
utlle, brother to M. d’ Hiberville, fucceeded as 
Governor General. The capital place of the 
colony was no longer at A@odile, nor even at 
Old Bilow, whither it had been removed: New 
Orleans, now begun to be built, was become 
the capital of the country, whither he repaired 
to give M. de Biainville an account of his 
journey ; after which he retired to his fettle- 
ment. The King cae conferred upor 


him, 
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him the Crofs of St, Louis, in acknowledg=- | 


‘ } ; o * 
ment and recompence of his fervices. i 


The Weft India Company, building great 
hopes of commerce on Louifiana, made efforts | 
to people that country, fuficient to accomplifh — 
their end. Thither, for the firft time, they | 
fent, in1718, acolony of eight hundred men* | 
Some of which fettled at New Orleans, others | 
formed the fettlements of the Natchez. . It | 
was with this embarkation I pafled over to } 
Louifiana. HET OE A + | 


a | 
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CHAP. TL 

| Embarkotion of We hundred men b by the 
Weft India company to Louifiana, Ar- 
vival and flay at Cape Francois. Arri- 


- val at Ve sigs Defeription of 
ie Bak ifland. 


‘HE embarkation was made at Rochelle 
1 = on three different. veffels, on one of 
Bwhich Lembarked. For the firft days of our 
voyage we had the wind contrary, but no 
phigh fea. On the eighth the wind .turned 
“more favourable. I obferved nothing intereft- 
ing till we came to the Tropick of Cancer, 
where the ceremony of baptizing was per- 
formed on thofe, who had never been a.voy- 
age: After pafling the Tropick, the Commo-~ 
_dore fteered too much to the South, which 
our Captain obferved. In effect, after feveral 
days oiltap we were obliged to bear off to 
_the North: We afterwards difcovered the ifle’ 
of St, Fuan de Porto Rico, which belongs to 
the Spaniards. . Lofing fight of that, we dif- 
' covered the ifland ‘of St: Domingo; and a 
little after, as we bore on, we faw the Grange, 
which is a rock, overtopping the fieep coaft, 

i which is almoft perpendicular to the edge of 
the 
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she water. This rock, feen at a diftance, — 
feems to have the figure of a grange, or barn. | 
A few hours after we arrived at Ca ape Fran- | 
¢ois, diftant from that rock only twelve | 
leagues. ~ ; | 


“We were two months in this paflage to 
Cape Frangois; both on account of the con- 
trary winds, we had on fetting out, and of 
the calms, which are frequent in thofe feas : 
Our veflel, befides, being clumfy and heavy, | 
had fome difficulty to keep up with the others 5 
which, not to leave us behind, carried only | 
their four greater fails, while we had out be- 
tween feventeen and eighteen. 


Tt is in thofe feas we meet with the Tyade- 
winds ; which tho’ weak, a great deal of way 
might be made, did they. blow conftantly, 
becaufe their courfe is from Eaft to Wei 
without varying : Storms are never obferved — 
in thefe feas, but the calms often prove a great. 
hindrance ; and then it is neceflary to wait 
-fome days, till a grain, or fquall, brings back 
the wind: A gram is a {mall fpot feen in the 
air, which fpreads very faft, and forms a 
cloud, that gives a wind, which is brifk at. 
firft, but not lafting, tho’ enough to make | 
way with. Nothing befides remarkable is 

here © 
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here feen, but the chace of the Flying-fih by 
the Bonitas. : : 


The Bonita is a fith, which is fometimes 
two feet long ; extremely fond of the Fihing~ 
Gh: Which is the reafon, it always keeps 
-o the places, where thefe fith are found : Its 
lefh is extremely delicate and of a good 
lavour. 

| 


The Flying-fifh is of the length of a her- 
‘ing, but rounder. From its fides, inftead of 
ins, iffue out two wings, each about four 
nches in length, by two in breadth at the ex- 
remity ; they fold together and open out like 
fan, and are round at the end; confifting of 


very fine membrane, pierced with a va{t 
nany little holes, which keep the water, when 
ie Bfh is out of it: In order to avoid the pur- | 
sit of the Bonita, it darts into the air, {preads 
ut its wings, goes ftrait on, without being 
ble to turn to the right or left; which is the 
vaton, that, as foon as the toilets, or little 
neets of water, which fill up the {mall holes 
f its wings, are dried up, it falls down again ; 
id the fame Bonita, which purfued it in the 
ater, fill following it with his eye in the 
x, Catches it when fallen into the water 5 it 
pmetimes falls on board fhips. The Bonita, 
s his turn, becomes the prey of the feamen, 


by 


_ 
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by means of little puppets, in the form oq 
Jing fife, which it fwallows, and by that, 


means is taken. 


= = re 
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. We flayed fifteen days at Cape Francois, t : 
S - take in wood and water, and to refrefh. It iq 
fituate on the North part of the ifland of sil ; 

Domingo, which part the French are in pofleffios} 

of, as the Spaniards are of the other. Tho 

: fruits and fweet-meats of the country are ex) 
cellent, but the meat good for nothing, hard} ' 

dry, and tough. This country being feorched} 

grafs is very fcarce, and the animals thereit} 

languifh and droop. Six weeks before our ary 

: rival, fifteen hundred perfons died of an epide) 
mic diftemper, called the Sam ema > II 


- We failed from Cape Francois ail the. 

‘fame wind, and the fineft wenn imaginable 

We then paffed between the iflands of Zor, 

tuga and St. Domingo, where we efpied Por} 
oo de Paix, which is over-againft Tortuga: Wi 
| a . afterwards found ourfelves between the ex, 
tremities of Si. Domingo and Cuba, whicl 
belongs to the Spaniards: We then flere: 
along the fouth coaft of this laft, leaving 4 
the left Famaica, and the great and littl: 
Kayemans, which are fubject to the Engly ip 
We at length quitted Cuba at Cape Anthony 
fteering for Louifiana a North weft courte, 
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We efpied land in coming towards it, but fo 
‘Mat, though diftant but.a league from us, that 
we had great difficulty to diftinguith it, tho’ 
-we had then but four fathom water. We 
| put out the boat to examine the land, which 
| we found to be Gandlemas Iland (la Chande- 
| ur.) We dire@ly fet fail for the Ifland of 
| Maffacre, fince called Tle Dauphine, fituated 
three leagues to the fouth of that continent, 
which forms the Gulf of Mexico to the North, 
Jat about 27° 35° North Latitude, and 2882 
of Longitude. A little after we difcovered the - 
fle Dauphine, and catt anchor before the har- 
bour, in the road, becaufe the harbour itfelf 
was choaked up. To make this paflage we took 
three months, and arrived only Auguft 2sth, 
We had a profperous voyage all along, 
and the more fo, as no one died, or was 
even. dangeroufly ill the whole time, for 


which we caufed Ze Deum folemnly to be 
fung. 


] We were then put on fhore with all our 
Weitects. The Company had undertaken to 
]tranfport us, with our fervants and effects, at 
their expence, and to lodge, maintain, and 


gconvey us to our feveral Conceffions, or 
| Grants. 


Woz.-l,. Cc "This 
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This Gulf abounds with delicious fith 3 as 
the farde, (pilchard,) red fifh, cod, fturgeon, } 
ringed thornback, and many other forts, the | 
beft in their kind. The /arde is a large fifh ; 
its flefh is delicate, and of a fine favour, the | 
feales grey, and of a moderate fize. The red |: 
fith is fo called, from its red fcales, of the | 
fize of a crown piece. The cod, fithed for | 
on this coaft, is of the middling fort, and a 
very delicate. The thornback is the fame | 
as in France. Before we quit this Ifland, it | 
will not, perhaps, be improper to cue | | 
- fome things about it. . 


The Ifle Maffacre was fo called by the firft | 
Frenchmen, who landed there, becaufe on the | 
fhore of this ifland they found a fmall rifing | 
ground, or ‘eminence, which appeared the | 
more extraordinary in an ifland altogether | M 
flat; and feemingly formed only by the 
fand,: thrown in» by dome high gufts of \ 
wind. As the whole coaft of he Gulf is. 
very flat, and along the continent lies att 
Sh of fuch iflands, which feem to bg Wl 


nes 


_eminence Sia to them ie | 
Ty 3 it was more natrowly examined; and | 
in different parts thereof they found dead ! 

mens | 
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mens bones, juft appearing above the Hittle 
earth, that covered them. Then their curj- 
Ofity led them to rake off the earth in fe- 
_veral places; but finding nothing under- 
heath, but a heap of bones, they cried out 
with horror, 45/ what a Maffacre. They 
afterwards underftood by the natives, who 
are at no great diftance off, that a nation 
adjoining to that ifland, being at war with an- 
other much more powerful, was conftrained 
to quit the continent, which is only three 
leagues off, and to remove to this ifland, 
there to live in peace the ref of their days 
but that their enemies, juftly confiding in 
their fuperiority, purfued them to thjs their 
feeble retreat, and entirely deftroyed them ; 
and after raifing this inhuman trophy of their 
victorious barbarity, retired again, I my- 
felf faw this fatal monument, which made 
me imagine, this unhappy nation mut have 
been even numerous toward” its period, as 
only the bones of their Warriors and aved 
pimen muft have lain there, their cuffom being 
to make flaves of their young people, Such 
is the origin of the firft name of this iland, 
which, on. our arrival, was changed to that 
of [fe Dauphine: an act of prudence, it 
Hiould feem, to difcontinue an appellation, 
Wane fo 
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fo odious, of a place, that was the cradle of 
the colony ; as Adobile was its birth-place. 


This ifland is very flat, and all a white | 
fand, as are all the others, and the coaft in | 
like manner. Its length is about feven leagues 
from Eaft to Welt; its breadth.a fhort', 
league from South to North, efpecially to the 
Eaft, where the fettlement was made, on ac-. 
count of the harbour which was at the South |. 
and of the ifland, and choaked up by a high fea, | 
a little before our arrival : This eaft end runs |, 
toapoint. It is tolerably well ftored with | 
pine ; but fo dry and parched, on account of | | 
its cryftal fand, as that no greens or pulfe can | 
grow therein, and beafts are pinched and hard |. 
put to it for fuftenance. 


In the mean time, M. de Biainville, Com- | 
UB aah pe ral for the Company in this | 
Colony, was gone to mark out the fpot, on! 
which the Capital was to be built, namely, 
one of the banks of the river A4:/i/ippz, where | 
at prefent flands the city of New Orleans, fo | 
called in honour ofthe Duke of Orleans, thet A 


Regent. 
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CHAP. IV. 
The Author's departure for kis Grant. 
Defeription of the places he paffed 
through, as far as New Orleans. 


| et time of my departure, fo much 
| “™  wifhed for, came at length. I fet out 
| with my hired fervants, all my effets, and a 
} letter for M. Paillou, Major General at New 
| Orleans, who commanded there in the ab- 
fence of M. Biainvilla. We coafted- along 
_ the Continent, and came to lie:in the mouth 
of the river of the Pa/fca-Ogeulas ; fo called, 
~ becaufe near its mouth, and to the eaft of a 
bay of the fame name, dwells a nation, called 
 Pafca-Ogoulas, which denotes the Nation of 
Bread. Here it may be remarked, that 
in the Province of Lowifiana, the appellation 
] of feveral people terminates in the word O- 
geula, which fignifies nation; and that moft 
of the rivers derive their names from the na- 
tions which dwell on their banks. We then 
| pafied in view of Biloxi, where formerly was a 
petty nation of that name; then in view of the 
| bay of St. Louis, leaving to the left fucceflively 
Ife Dauphine, Ife a Corne, ( Horn-Ifand, ) Ifle 
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aux Vaiffeaux, (Ship-Ifland,) and Ife aux | 
Chats, (Cat-L/land. ) 1h 


T have already defcribed Je Dauphine, let 
us now proceed tothe three following. Horn- 
Lfland is very flat, and tolerably wooded, about — 
ix leagues in length, narrowed to a point tothe | 
welt fide. I know not, whether it was for this _ 
reafon, or on account of the number of horned 4 
eattle upon ‘it, that it received this name; 
but itis certain, that the firlt Canadians, who | 
fettled on He Dauphine, had put moft of their | 
cattle, in great numbers there ; whereby they 
came to grow rich even when they flept. Thefe 
cattle not requiring any attendance, or other | 
care, in this ifland, came to multiply in fuch a i 
ynanner, that the owners made great profits of 
them: on our arrival in the Colony. ‘ 
Proceeding fill weitward, we meet Ship- a] 
iffand, fo called, becaufe there is a {mall hars 
bour, in which vefiels at different times have _ 
putin-for thelter, But as the ifland is diftant 
four leagues from ithe coaft, and that this 


nearer than half a league, this harbour comes 
to be entirely ufelefs. The ifland may be. 
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continent ; towards the Eaft end it may be 
half a league in breadth: It is fufficiently 


wooded, and inhabited only by rats, which 
{warm there. 


At two leagues diftance, going ftill weft- 
ward, we meet Cat-//land; fo called, becaufe 
at the time it was difcovered, great numbers 
_of cats were found upon it. ‘This ifland is 
very fmall, not above half a league in diame- 
ter. [he forefts are over-run with underwood : 
a circumftance which, doubtlefs, determined 
_M. de Biainviile to put in fome hogs to breed; 
_ which multiplied to fuch numbers, that, in 
1722, going to hunt them, no other creatures 
were to be feen; and it was judged, that in 
i) time they muft have devoured each other. It 
_ was found they had deftroyed the cats. 


' All thefe iflands are very flat, and have the 
_ fame bottom of white fand; the woods, efpe- 
cially of the three firf, coniift of pine; they 
are almoft all at the fame diftance from 


the continent, the coaft of which is equally 
fandy. 


_ After paffing the bay of St. Louis, of which 
I have fpoken, we enter the two Channels 
which lead to Lake Pontchartrain, called at 
prefent the Lake S?, Louis ; of thefe Channels, 
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one is named the Great, the other the Little ; 
and they are about two leagues in length, and | 
formed by achaifi of iflets, or little ifles,| 
between the Continent and Cocéle Lhland, The 
great Channel is to the South. r 


We lay at the end of the Channels ia Cockle} 
Lfand, {o called, becaufe almoft entirely for- | 
med of the fhells, named Coguilles des Pa-\ 
leurdes, in the fea-ports, without a mixture |’ 
of any others. This ifle lies before the mouth | 
of the Lake St. Louzs to the Eaft, and leaves | 
at its two extremities two outlets to the}, 
Lake; the one, by which we entered, which | 
is the Channel juft mentioned ; the other, by 
the Lake Borgne. ‘The Lake, moreover, at 
the other end weftward, communicates, by a| 
Channel, with the Lake AZaurepas ; and may 
be about ten leagues in length from Eaft to| 
Weft, and feven in breadth. Several ri- | 
vers, in their courfe fouthward, fall into it. | 
To the fouth of the Lake is a great creek | 
(Bayouc, a ftream of dead water, with little 
or no obfervable current) called Bayouc St, 
Fean; it comes clofe to New Orleans, and 
falls into this Lake at Gra/s Point (Pointe aux | 
Herbes) which projects a great way into the | 
Lake, at two leagues diftance from Cockle | 
Ifland. We pafled near that Point, which is 
nothing | 
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nothing but a quagmire. From thence we 
‘proceeded to the Bayouc Choupic, fo denomina- 
ted from a fith of that name, and three leagues 
from the Pointe aux Herbes. ‘The many rivu- 
lets, which difcharge themfelves into this 
Lake, make its waters almoft frefh, though 
it communicates with the fea: and on this 
account it abounds not only with fea fifh but - 
with frefh water fifh, fome of which, parti- 
cularly carp, would appear to be of a montftrous 
| fize in France. 


_ We entered this Creek Choupic: at the en-. 
| trance of which is a fort at prefent. We went 
up this Creek for the fpace of a league, and 
landed at a place where formerly ftood the ~ 
village of the natives, who are called Cola-- 
| Pifas, an appellation corrupted by the French, 
the true name of that nation being 4guelou- 
Piffas, that is, the Nation of men that hear and 
fee. From this place to New Orleans, and the 
|river AGffippi, on which that Capital is 


built, the diftance is only a league. es 
| | 
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CHAP. V. ‘a| 
The Author put in poffefion of bis territory. 


His refolution to go and fettle among the 
“Natchez. 


EING arrived at the Creek Choupic, | 
the Sieur Lavigne, a Canadian, lodged | 
me ina cabin of the Aguelou-Piffas, whole” 
village he had bought. ‘He gave others tomy || 
workmen for their lodging ; aid we were all | 
happy to find, upon our arrival, that wewere i H 
under fhelter, in.a place that was uninhabi- | 
ted. A few days after my arrival I bought an | 
Indian female flave of one of the inhabitants, || 
in order to have a perfon, who could drefs our 
victuals, asl perceived the inhabitants did all i 
they could to entice away our labourers, and 
to gain them by fair promifes. As for my | 
flave and me, we did not underftand one ane I 
other’s language; but I made myfelf to be 
underftood by figns, which thefe native : 
comprehend very eafily: She was of the na- , 
tion of the Chitimachas, with whom the French | 
had been at war for fome years. 


re 


oe hd 
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I went to view a {pot on St. Fohn’s Creek | 
about half a league diftant from the place, | 
where 
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where the Capital was to be founded, which 
Was yet only marked out by a hut, cove- 
red with palmetto-leaves, and which the 
Commandant had caufed to be built for his 
own lodging ; and after him for M. Pazlloz, 
whom he left Commandant of that poft. I 
- had chofen that place preferably to any others, 
_ with a view to difpofe more eafily of my goods 
and provifions, and that [ might not have 
them to tranfport to a great diftance. I told 
M. Paillou of my choice, who came and put 
_ mie in poffeffion, in the name of the We gi 

India Company. | 


I built a hut upon my fettlement, about 
forty yards from the Creek of 887. ‘fohn, 
till T could build my houfe, and lodging for 
my people. As my hut was compofed of ve- 
| ry combuitible materials, I caufed a fire to be 
_ made at a diftance, about half way from the 
Creek, to avoid accidents; which occafioned 
an adventure, that put me in mind of the pre- 
_ judices they have in Europe, from the rela- 
tions that are commonly current... The ace 
count Iam going to give of it, , may have upon 
| thofe, who think as I did then, the fame 
~ effe& that it had upon me, 
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ceived, within two yards of the fire, a young |) 
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It was almoft night, when my flave per- | 


alligator, five feet long, which beheld the fire |, 
without moving. I was in the garden hard 
by, when fhe made me repeated figns to come 
to her; [ ran with fpeed, and upon my arrival 
the fhewed me the crocodile, without fpeak- | 
ing tome; the little time, that I examined |’ 
it, I could fee, its eyes were fo fix’d on the | 
fire, that all our motions could not take them | 
off, Iran to my cabin to look for my gun, as | 
I am a pretty good markfman: but what was It 
my furprize, when I came out, and faw thes |, 
girl with a great ftick in her hand attacking | 
the monfter! Seeing me arrive, fhe began to | 
Smile, and faid many things, which I did not | 
comprehend. But fhe made me underftand, 
-by figns, that there was no occafion for a | 
gun to kill fuch a beaft ; for the flick fhe | 
fhewed me was fufficient for the purpofe. i 


The next day the former mafter of my | 
flave came to afk me for fome falad-plants ; q 
for I was the only one who had any earden- 
ftuff, having taken care to preferve the feeds ' 
I had brought over with me. As he under- | 
ftood the language of the natives, I begged — i 
him to afk the girl, why fhe had killed the , 
alligator fo rathly. He began to laugh, and 
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told me, that all new comers were afraid of 
'thofe creatures, altho’ they have no reafon to 
}be fo; and that I ought not to be furprized at 
what the girl had done, becaufe her Nation 
inhabited the borders of a lake, which was 
full of thofe creatures; that the children, 
when they faw the young ones come on land, 
purfued them, and killed them, by the affift- 
jance of the people of the cabin, who made 
good cheer of them. 


_ I was pleafed with my habitation, and 
I had good reafons, which I have already 
related, to make me prefer it to others; 
notwithftanding I had room to believe, that 
the fituation was none of the healthieft, 
the country about it being very damp. But 
this caufe of an unwholfome air does not 
exift at prefent, fince they have cleared 
the ground, and made a bank before the 
town. The quality of that land is very 
good, for what I had fown came up very 
well. Having found in the fpring fome 
} peach-ftones which began to {prout, I planted 

them; and the following Autumn they had 
made fhoots four feet high, with branches i in 
| proportion. 


| Notwithftanding thefe advantages, I took 
a? refolution to quit this fettlement, in order 
| a to 
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‘to make another one, about a hundred leagueg,, 
higher up ; and I fhall give the reafans, which, 
in my opinion, will appear fufficient to have, 
made me take that ftep. 


My furgeon came to take his leave of me,} 
letting me know, he could be of no fervice te : 
Me, near fuch a town as was forming ; where|. 
there was a much abler furgeon than himfelf;|[ 
and that they had talked to him fo favourably) 
of the Poft of the Natchez, that he was very). 
defirous to go there, and the more fo, ‘as that) 
place, being unprovided with a furgeon, might) 
be moreto his advantage. To fatisfy me of the, 
truth of what he told me, he went immedi-}: 
ately and brought one of the old inhabitants,} 
of whom I. had bought my flave, who con+): 
firmed the account he had given me of the fine-| 
nefs of the country of the Natchez, The ae-) 
count of the old man, joined to many other, 
advantages, to be found there, had made him | 
think of abandoning the place where we were, | 
to fettle there; and he reckoned to be abun 
dantly repaid for it in a little time. | 


My flave heard the difcourfe that I have re- ; 
Jated, and as fhe began to underftand Frenchy’ 
and I the language of the country, fhe ad-' 
drefled herfelf to me thus: “* Thou art go- | 


** ing, then; to that country ; the {ky is much | 
se finer 
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*¢ finer there ; game is in much greater plen- 
‘ty; and as Ihave relations, who retired 
I< there in the war, which we had with the 
i‘ French, they will bring us.every thing we 
i* want: They tell me that country is very 
‘© fine, that they live well in it, and to a 
1° good old age.” ; 


| Two days afterwards 1 told M. Hubert 
what I had heard of the Country of the Nat- 
chez. He made anfwer, that -he was fo perfua- 
Ided of the goodnefs of that part of the coun- 
try, that he was making ready to go there him- 
Hfelf, to take up his Grant, and to eftablith a 
large fettlement for the Company : And, con- 
tinued he, ‘¢ I fhall be very glad, if you will 
‘* do the fame: We fhall be company to one 
“another, and you will unqueftionably do 


i 


‘§ your bufinefs better there than here.” 


This determined me to follow his advice : 
I quitted my fettlement, and took lodgings in 
the town, till I fhould find an opportunity to 
depart, and receive fome Negroes whom I ex- 
pected ina fhort time. * My flay at New 
Orleans appeared long; before I heard of the 
/arrival of the Negroes. Some days after the 
news of their arrival, M. Aubert brought me 
two good ones, which had fallen to me by 


’ * Chap, VII, 
. : lot, 
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_. lot. One was a young Negro about twenty, i 
with his wife of the fame age ; which coft me 
both together 1320 livres, or 55). fterling. ai 


Two days after that I fet of with them} 
alone in a pettyaugre (a large canoe,) be-| 
caufe I was told we fhould make much bet-} 

_ ter fpeed in fuch a veflel, than in the boats| 
that went with us; and that I had only tof 
take powder and ball with me, to provide my|’ 
whole company with game fufficient to main-|' 
tain us; for which purpofe it was neceflary | 
to make ufe of a paddle, inftead of oars, | 
which make too much noife for the game. I} 
had a barrel of powder, with fifteen pounds | 
of fhot, which I thought would be fufficient | 
for the voyage: But I found by experience, | 
that this was not fufficient for the vaft plenty 
of game that is to be met with upon that river, | 
without ever going out of your way. I had 
not gone above twenty-eight leagues, to the | 
Grant of M. Paris du Vernai, when was | 
obliged to borrow of him fifteen pounds of © 
fhot more. Upon this I took care of my am- 
munition, and fhot nothing but what was fit 
for our provifion ; fuch as wild ducks, fum- 
mer ducks, teal, and faw-bills. Among the | 

reft I killed a carancro, wild geefe, cranes, \ 
and flamingo’s ; I hkewife often killed young 


alli- | 
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Higators 5 the tail of which was a feaft for 
Ihe flaves, as well as for the French and Gana- 
Vian rowers. . 


| Among other things I cannot omit to give an 
liccount of a monftrous large alligator I killed © 
|with a mufquet ball, as it lay upon the bank, 
Jbout ten feet above the edge of the water. 
We meafured it, and found it to be nineteen 
feet long ; its head three feet and a half long, 
above two feet nine inches broad, and the o- 
Ither parts in proportion: At the belly it was 
two feet two inches thick ; and it infected the 
whole air with the odor of mufk. M. dé- 
Lane told me, he had killed one twenty-two 
fect Jong. 


After feveral days navigation, we arrived at 
Iinicas on Chrifimas eve; where we heard 
Mafs from M. d’ Avion, of the foreign Mif- 
fions, with whom we pafled the reft of the 
holy-days, on account of the good reception 
and kind invitation he gave us. Lafked him, 
if his great zeal for the falvation of the na~ 
tives was attended with any fuccefs; he an- 
fwered me, that notwithftanding the pro- 
found refpect the people fhewed him, it was 
with the greateft difficulty he could get leave 

to baptize a few children at the point of 
| . death 3 
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death; that thofe of an advanced age excufed’ 
themielves from embracing our holy religion 
becaufe they are too old, fay they, to accul’ 
ftom themfelves to rules, that are fo difficull! 
to be obferved; that the Chief, who hal 
killed the Phyfician, that attended his onl{) 
fon in a,diftemper, of which he died, had take 
a refolution to faft every Friday while he liv} 
ed, in remorfe for his inhumanity with whicl, 
he had been fo fharply reproached by him), 
This Grand Chief. attended both morning ani 
evening prayers; the women and childrer| 
likewife affifted regularly at them; but tht 
men, who did not come very often, took 
more pleafure in ringing the bell. In othej 
re{pects, they did not fuffer this zealous pafto 
to want for any thing, but furnifhed bin 
with whatever he defired, ; | 


We were yet twenty-five leagues to tha 
end of our journey to the Natchez, and we 
left the Tonicas, where we faw nothing in- 
terefting, if it were not feveral fteep hills, 
which ftand together; among which there 
is one that they name the White Hill, be- 
caufe they find in it feveral veins of an 
earth, that is white, greafy, and very fine, 
with which I have feen very good potters ware 
made. On the fame hill there are veins of 


ochre, | 
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shre,_ of which the Natchez had jut taken 
Ime to ftain their earthen ware, which look- _ 
| well enough; when it was befmeared with 

Ichre, it became red on burning. 


At laft we arrived at the Natchez, after a 

oyage of twenty-four leagues ; and we put on 
Hore at a landing-place, which is at the foot 
fa hill two hundred feet high, upon the top 
f which Fort Rofalie* is built, furrounded 
nly with pallifadoes. About the middle of the 
ill flands the magazine, nigh to fome houfes 
f the inhabitants, who are fettled there, be- 
he @ the afcent is not fo fteep in that place ; 
pd itis for the fame reafon that the maga-. 


fine is built there. When you are upon the 


Ne Fort Rofalie, in the country of the Natchez, was at 
rf pitched upon for the metropolis of this colony. But 
hough it be neceflary to begin by a fettlement near 
ne fea; yetif ever Louifiana comes to be in a flourithing 
padition, as it may very well be, it appears to me, that 
ne capital of it cannot be better fituated than in this place. 
>is not fubjeét to inundations of the river; the air is pure j 
1e country very extenfive; the land fit for every thing, 
(ind well watered; it is not at too great a diftance from 
1e fea, and nothing hinders veffels to go up to it. In fine, 
> is within reach ef every place intended to be fettled. 
Wbarlevoix, Hit. de laN, France, Ul. 415. 

| Thisis on the Eaft fide of the Mifiippi, and appears 


Jo be the firft pof& on that river which we ought to fe- 
TC 


top 
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top of this hill, you difcover the whole coun} 
try, which is an extenfive beautiful plain, 

feveral little hills interfperféd here and therel. 
upon which the inhabitants have built ang. 
made their fettlements. The profpect of if! 
is charming. | 


On our arrival at the Natchez I was very 
well received by M. Loire de Flaucourt, Store|, 
keeper of this Poft, who regaled us with tht 
game that abounds in this place; and aftel, 
two eas I hired | a houfe near the Fort, ‘fol 


till he could build upon his own olantatiaa| 
He likewife defired me to choofe two conve} 
nient parcels of land, whereon to fettle twa. 
confiderable plantations, one for -the | | 
pany, and the other for himfelf. 1 went 1 

them in two or three days after my arrival, 
with an old inhabitant for my guide, and ta: 
fhew me the proper places, and at the fame: 
time to choofe a fpot of ground for myfelf; 
this laft I pitched upon the firft day, becaule 
it is more eafy to choofe for one’s felf th | 
for others. 4 9 


T found upon the main road that leads from: 
_the chief village of the Natchez to the F ort, 
about an ivailed paces from this Jaft, a cabin. 


of the Natives upon the road fide, i | 
| wit 


‘i 
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ith a fpot of cleared greund, the whole of 
vhich I bought by means of an interpreter. I 
lade this purchafe with the more pleafure, as 
} had upon the fpot, wherewithal to lodge me 
ad my people, with all my effects : The clear- 
ql ground was about fix acres, which would 
Irm a garden and a plantation for tobacco, 
Thich was then the only commodity cultivat- 
d by the inhabitants. I had water convenient 
or my houfe, and all my land was very good. 
Yn. one fide ftood a rifing ground with a gen- 
le declivity, covered with a thick field of 
Janes, which always grow upon the rich 
ands; behind that was a great meadew, and 
Wn the other fide was a foreft of white wal- 
suts (Hiccories) of nigh fifty acres, covered 
With grafs knee deep. All this piece of ground 
Was in general good, and contained about four 


Hundred acres of a meafure greater than that 
Vf Paris: The foil is black and fight. 


The other two pieces of land, which M. 
Wubert had ordered me to look for, I took up 
Wn the border of the little river of the Natchez, 
Jrach of them half a league from the great vil- 
age of that nation, and a league from the 
Fort ; and my plantation ftood between thefe 
I-wo and the fort, bounding the two o- 
Fhers. After this] took up my lodging upon 


| my own plantation, in the hut I had bought 
/ of 


i 
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of the Indian, and put my people in anothd: 
which they built for themfelves at the fide || 
mine; fo that I was lodged pretty much li} 
our Sitsit cutters in france, when they are} 
work in the woods. 


As foon as I was put in pofleffion of my hl 
bitation, I went with an interpreter to fee th 
other fields, which the Jndians had clearg 
upon my land, and bought them all, exce}! 
one, which an /uzdzam would never fell to me 
Tt was fituated very convenient for me, I had] 
mind for it, and would have given him a gor, 
price; but I could never make him aord’ 
to my propofals. He gave me to underftant 
_ that, without felling it, he would give it ul’ 
to me, as foon as I fhould clear my ground t' 
his; and that while he faved .on_his ow! 
ground near me, I fhould always find hit;| 
ready to ferve me, and that he would a! 
a-hunting and fifhing for me. This | 
fatisfied me, becaufe I muft have had twe 
Negroes, before I could have been able 4 
have reached him; they affured me | likewife. 
that he was an honeft man; and far fron, 
having any occafion to complain of hin: 


‘as aneighbour, his flay there was extrenyag 
ferviceable to me, 
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iI had not been fettled at. the Natchez fix 


onths, when I found a pain in my thigh, 
hich, however, did not hinder me to go about 
y bufinefs, I confulted our Surgeon about 
, who caufed me to be bleeded ; on which 
e humour fell upon the other thigh, and 


wced there with fuch violence, that I could 


ot walk without extreme pain. I confulted 
e Phyficians and Surgeons of New Orleans; 
ho advifed me to ufe aromatic baths; and 
they proved, of no fervice, I muft go to 
rance, to drink the waters, and to bathe in 
em. This anfwer fatisfied me fo much the 
fs, as | was neither certain of my cure by 
iat means, nor would my prefent fituation 
low me to go to France. This cruel diftem- 
pr, I believe, proceedéd from the rains, with 
hich I was wet, during our whole voyage; 
nd might be fome effects of the fatigues 1 
ad undergone in war, during feveral cam- 
uigns I had made in Germany. 


As I could not go out of my hut, feveral, 
eighbours were fo good as to come and feeme, 
id every day we were no lefs than twelve at 
ble from the time of our arrival, which was 
athe fifth of January, 1720. Among the 
ft was F. de Ville, who waited there, in his 
vurney to the Z/imois, ti the ice, which 


~ et 
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began to come down from the North, w i 
gone. His converfation afforded’ me ered, 
fatisfation in my confinement, and allaye| 
the vexation I was under from my tw) 
Negroes being run away. In the mean tim 
my pdieenipek did not abate, which made r rm} 
refolve to apply to one of the Zndian Conjurers 
who are both Surgeons, Divines, and Sorce | 
ers; and who told me he would cure me bj. 
fucking the place, where I felt my pain. Hi) 
- made feveral fcarifications upon the part witl 
a fharp flint, each of them about as large al 
the prick of alancet, and i in fuch a form, thal. 
he could fuck them all at once, which gay) 
me extreme pain for the {pace of half an hour 
The next day I found myfelf a little better 
and walked about into my field, where thet 
advifed me to put myfelf in the hands of fom| 
of the Natchez, who, they faid, did furprizing: 
cures, of which they told me many inftances) 
confirmed by creditable people. In fuch a fi: 
tuation a man will do any thing fora si 
efpecially as the remedy, which they told: 
of, was very fimple: it was only a poultife: 
which they put upon the part affected, and ir 
eight days time I was able to walk to the fort’ 
finding myfelf perfectly cured, as I have fel 
no return of my pain fince that time. Thi: 
was, without doubt, a great fatisfaGtion to z ‘| 


young 
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jroung man, who found himfelf otherwife in 
rood health, but had been confined to the 
Thoufe for four months and a half, without be- 
Ing able to go out a moment; and gave me 
Tis much joy as I could well have, after the lofs 
}f a good Negroe, who died of a defluxion on 
The breaft, which he catched by running away 
into the woods, where his youth and want of 
-xperience made him believe he might live 
Iwithout the toils of flavery; but being found 
‘by the Tonicas, conftant friends of the French, 

who live about twenty leagues from the Nat- 
. shez, they carried him to their village, where 
he and his wife were given to a Frenchman, 
for whom they worked, and by that means got 
‘heir livelihood; till M. de Adontplaifir fent 


‘-kem home to me. 


This M. de Montplaifir, one of the moft 
pereeable Gentlemen in the Colony, was fent 
py the Company, from Céerac in Gafcony, to 
manage their plantation at the Natchez, to 
make tobacco upon it, and to fhew the peo- 
Mle the way of cultivating and curingit; the 
ACompany having learned, that this place pro- 
Miuced excellent tobacco, and that the peeple 
If Clerac were perfectly well acquainted with 
the culture and way of managing it. 
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The Voyage of the Author to Biloxi. De / 
feription of that place. Settlement off 
Grants. The Author difcovers two Cop| 
per-mines. Elis return to the Natchez. | 


\ 
“fi 
| 


| an HE fecond year after my fettling among} 
the Natchez, I went to New Orleans as) 

I was defirous to fell my goods and commo-| 
dities myfelf, inftead of felling them to the| 
travelling pedlars, who often require too ereat| 
a profit for their pains. Another reafon that} 
made me undertake this voyage, was to fend my| 
letters to France myfelf, which I was certainly, 
informed, were generally intercepted. i 


Before my departure, I went to the Com-; 
mandant of the Fort, and afked him whether! 
he had any letters for the Government. I was 
not on very good terms of friendfhip with this 
Commandant of the Natchez, who endeavoured’ 
to pay his court to the Governor, at the creel 


of others. I knew he had letters for M. Bi- 
ainville, altho’ he told me he had none, which. 
made me get a certificate from the Commif 

fary General of this refufal to my demand; 
and at the fame time the Commiflary begged 


| 
th 
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me to carry down’a fervant of the Company, 
and gave me an order to pay for his mainte- 
qnance. As I made no great hatte, but ftopt to 
fee my friends, in my going down the river, 
the Commandant had time to fend his letters, 
Jand to write to the Governor, that I refufed 
ytotake them. As foon as I arrived at Biloxi, 
this occafioned M. Biainville to tell me, with 
fome coldnefs, that I refufed to charge myfelf 
with his letters. Upon this I fhewed him the 
certificate of the Commiflary General; to 
which he could give no other an{wer, than | by 
telling me, that, at Jeaft, I could not de- 
Poy, that I had brought away by ftealth a fer- 
‘vant of the Company. Wpon this I thewed 
J him the other certificate of the Commiflary 
General, by which he defired the DireSors 
Fito reimburfe me the charges of bringing 
_down this fervant, who was of no ufe to him » 


above 5; which put the Governor ina very bad 
humour. 


Upon my arrival at New Orleans 1 was in- 
formed, that there were feveral Grantees ar- 
rived at New Biloxi. I thought fit then to ga 
thither, both to fell my goods, and to get a 
Sure conveyance fer my letters to France. 
Here I was inyited to fup with M. @’ Arrta- 
| guette, King’s Lieutenant, who ufually invi- 


| 
i 
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ted all the Grantees, as well as myfelf. J} 
there found feveral of the Grantees, who werg| 
all my friends; and among us we made on}! 
a fure conveyance for our letters to France, 0 i 
which we afterwards made ufe. — 


Biloxt is fituate oppofite to Ship-L/land, anq 
four leagues from it. But Inever could gueff 
the reafon, why the principal fettlement wag 
made at this place, nor why the Capital fhoulq 
be built at it; as nothing could be more re+ 
pugnant to good fenfe; vefiels not being able 
to come within four leagues of it; but what 
was worfe, nothing could be brought from. 
them, but by changing the boats thiee differ+ 
ent times, from a fovaller fize to another fill 
fmaller ; after which they had’to go upwards) 
of an hundred paces with fmall carts through! 
the water to unload the leaft boats. But what, 
ought itil to have been a greater difcourage-|, 
_ment againft making a fettlement at Biloxi, 
was, that the land is the moft barren of any; 
to be found thereabouts ;_ being nothing but: 
a fine fand, as white and fhining as fnow, on 

which no kind of greens can oe raifed ; be-| 
fides, the being extremely incommoded “oa 
rats, which Ceara there in the fand, and; 
that time ate even the very ftocks of the guns, 
the famine being there fo very great, that more. 
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jan five hundred people died of hunger; 
read being very dear, and flefh-meat. fall 
tore rare. There was nothing in plenty but 
Ith, with which this place abounds. ; 


This fearcity proceeded from the arrival of 
sveral Grantees all at once; fo as to have 
| either provifions, nor boats to tranfport them 
| > the places of their deftination, as the Com- 
Jany had obliged themfelves to do. “The 
Treat plenty of oyfters, found upon the coatt, 
wed the liyes of fome of them, although ob- 
ged to wade almoft up to their thighs for 
hem, a gun-fhot. from the fhore. If this 
ood nourifhed feveral of them, it threw num- 
Hers into ficknefs ; which was ftill more heigh- 
ened by the long time they were obliged to 
ic in the water. 


I 


| The Grants were thofe of M. Law, who 
was to have fifteen hundred men, confifting 
£ Germans, Provencals, &c. to form the 
sttlement. His land being marked out at the 
trkanfas, confifted of four leagues fquare, and 
vas erected into a Duchy, with accoutre- 
nents for a company of dragoons, and mer- 
handize for more than a million of livres. 
VI. Levans, who was truftee of it, had his 
haife to vifit the different pofts of the Grant. 
But M. Law foon after becoming bankrupt, 
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the Company feized on all the effeés an 
merchandife; and but a few of thofe who { 
engaged in the fervice of that Grant, re] 
mained at the Arkanfas; they were after-| 
wards all difperfed and fet at liberty. The}! 
Germans almolt to a man fettled eight} 
leagues above, and to the Weft of the Capi 
tal. This Grant ruined near a thoufand pers} 
fons at L’Oricnt before their embarkation, and | 
above two hundred at Biloxi; not to mention | 
thofe, who came out at the fame time with |. 
me in i718. All this diftrefs, of which 1 
was a witnefs at Biloxi, determined me to | 
make an excurfion a a leagues on the coatt, 
in order to is fome days with’a friend, who | 
ee me wit ae . We mounted barfe | 
to vilit the interior part of ihe country a few | 
_ leagues Hes the fea. I found the fields plea= | | 
fant enough, but lefs fertile than along the) 
Léiffifipi ; as they have fome refemblance of | 
the neighbouring coait, which has fcarce any | 
other plants but pines, that run a great way 
and fome red and white cedars. 


When we came to the plain, I carefully ; 
fearched every fpot that 1 thought worth my - 
attention. In confequence of the fearch1 
found two mines of copper, whofe metal | 
plainly appeared above ground. They flood a- 

bout — 
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bout half a league afunder. We may jufily 
conclude that they are very rich, as they thus 
Wsifclofe themfelves on the furface of the 
Jearth. | ! 


| When I had made a fufficient excurfion, 
and judged I could find nothing further to 
Ifatisfy my curiofity, I returned to Biloxi, where 
I found two boats of the Company, juft pre- 
Iparing to depart for New Orleans, and a large 
}pettyaugre, which belonged to EF. Charlevoix 
the Jefuit, whofe name is well known in the 
P Republic of Letters: With him I returned to — 
| New Orleans. | 


Some time after my return from New Or- 


leans to the Natchez, towards the month of 
| March 172.2, a phenomenon happened, which 
| | frightened' the whole province. Every morn- 
j ing, for eight days running, a hollow noife, 
| | fomewhat loud, was heard to reach from the 
fea to the Illinois; which arofe from theWeft. 
Tn the afternoon it was heard to defcend from 
the Eaft, and that with. an incredible quick- 
nefs; and tho’ the noife feemed to bear on 
the water, yet without agitating it, or difco- 
| vering any more wind on the river than be- ae th a) oe 
fore. This frightful noife was only the pre- Bae Hi . 
lude of amoft violent tempeft. The hurricane, | i 
| D4 the 
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the moft furious ever felt in the province, laft= |. 
ed three days. As it arofe from the Southe }) 
eft and North-eaft, it reached all the fettles |, 
ments which were along the Ad//i/ipz ; and t 
was felt for fome leagues more or lefs ftrong, | 
in proportion to the greater or lefs diftance: 
But in the places, where the force or height of 
the hurricane. pafled, it overturned every thing |, 
in its way, which was an extent of a lar q : 
quarter of a league broad ; fo that one woul || 
“take it for an avenue made on purpofe, t the 
place \ where it pafled being entirely laid fat, 4] 
whilft every thing ftood upright on each fide. 
‘The largeft trees were torn up by the roots, 
and their branches broxen to pieces and laid 
flat to the earth, as were alfo the reeds of the | 
woods. In the meadows, the grafs icfelf, 
which was then but fix inches high, asd | 
which is very fine, could not efcape, but was 
trampled, faded, and laid quite flat to the 
earth, | 


_ The beiete of the hurricane paffed at a 
Jeague from my habitation ; and yet my houfe, 4 
which was built on piles, would have been 
overturned, had I not fpeedily propped it 
with a timber, with the ereat end in the 
earth, and nailed to the houfe with, an- iron 
hook feven or eight inches long. Several 

“houfes 
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houfes of our poft were overturned. But it 
was happy for us in this colony, that the 
height of the hurricane pafled not direfly 
over any Poft, but obliquely traverfed the 
Miffifipi, over a country intirely uninhabited. 
‘As this hurricune came from the South, Ce 
fo fwelled the fea, that the A//fij/ipi flowed 
back againft its current, fo as to rife upwarés 
of fifteen fect high, 
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Firft War with the Natchez. Caufe a 
the War. 
N the fame year, towards the end of Sum- 
™ mer, we had the firt war with the Nat- | 
chez. ‘The French had fettled at the N atcherty | 
without any oppofition from thefe people ; fo |, 
far from oppofing them, they did them a great |, 
deal of fervice, and gave them very material |; 
afiftance in procuring provifions; for thofe, | 
who were fent by the We India Company | 
with the firt fleet, had been detained at | 
New Orleans. Had it not been for the Na- 
tives, the people muft have perifhed by famine~ 
and diftrefs: For, how excellent feever a new | 
country may be, it muft be cleared, grubbed l 
up, and fown, and then at leaft we are to | 
wait the firft harveit, or crop. But during | 
all that time people muft live, and the Come | 
pany was well apprized of this, as they had , 
fent, with the eight hundred men, they had , 
Lenippatse to Louifiana, provifions for three ' 
years. The Grantees and Planters, obliged. to 
treat, or truck for provifions with the Natchety 
in peo genes of that faw their funds ee 
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and themfelves incapable of forming fo confi- 
derable a fettlement, without this trucking, as | 
neceflary, as it was frequent. 


_ However, fome benefit refulted from this ; 
mamely, thatthe Natchez, enticed by the fa- 
cility of trucking for goods, before unknown 
Jamong them, as fufils, gun-powder, lead, 
‘brandy, linen, cloths, and other like things 5 
‘by means of an exchange of what they a- 
‘bounded with, came to be more and more at- 
‘tached to the French; and would have conti- 
‘nued very ufeful friends, had not the little 
fatisfaQtion, which the Commandant of Fort 
'Rofalie had given them, for the mifbehaviour 
of one of his foldiers, alienated their minds. 
| This Fort covered the fettlement of the Nat- 
chew, and proteGed that of St. Catharine, 
which was on the banks of the rivulet of the 
| Natchez 5 but both the defence and protec- 
‘tion it afforded were very inconfiderable 5 for 
this Fort was only pallifadoed, open at ix 
preaches, without a ditch, and with a very 
9 weak garrifen. On the other hand, the houfes 
of the inhabitants, tho’ confiderably nume- 
-rous, were of themfelves of no ftrength ; and 
then the inhabitants, difperfed in the country, 
each amidtt his field, far from affording mu- 
tual affiftance, as they would, had they been. 
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in a body, ftood each of them, upon any ace 
cident, in need of the affiftance of others. — |. 


A young foldier of Fort Rofalie had given ; 
fome credit to an old warrior of a village of} 


the Natchez; which was that of the White | 


_ Apple, each village having its peculiar name: | 


The warrior, in return, was to give him ! 
fome corn. Towards the beginning of the| 
Winter 1723, this foldier, lodging near the | 
Fort, the old warrior came to fee him; the | 


foldier infifted on his corn; the native an- |’ 


{wered calmly, that the corn was not yet 
dry enough to fhake out the grain ; that be-/ 
fides, his wife had been ill, and that he would |’ 
pay him 2s foon as poffible. The young man, | 
little fatisfied with this anfwer, threatned to | 
cudgel the old man: Upon which, this laft, 
who was in the foldier’s hut, affronted at this 
threat, told him, he fhould turn out, and try | 
who was the beft man. On this challenge, | 
the foldier, calling out Murder, brings the 
guard to his affiftance. The guard being 


come, the young fellow prefied them to hire 


di the warrior, who was returning to his» 
village at his ufual pace; a foldier was im- | 
prudent enough to fire: The old man dropt ¢ 
down. The Coa ae was foon apprized i 


of what happened, and came to the fpot; 


where 
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vhere the witnefles, both French and Natchez, 
Informed him of the fa&. » Both juftice and 
studence demanded to take an exemplary pu- 
nifhment of the foldier ; but he got off with 
| reprimand, After this the natives made 
} litter, and carried off their warrior, who 
lied the following night of his wounds, tho’ 
The fufil was only charged with great fhot. 


Revenge is the predominant paffion of the 
People in America: So that we ought not to 
pe furprized, if the death of this old warrior 
Jaifed his whole village againit the French. 
Whe reft of the nation took no part at firft in 
The quarrel, 


The firft efe& of the refentment of the 
WVaichez fell upon a Frenchman named M. Gue- 
sot, whom they furprized returning from the 
Wort to St. Catharine, and upon another in- 
Hpabitant, whom they killed in his bed. Soon 
Akfter they attacked, all in a body, the fettle- 
nent of St. Catharine, and the other below 
Mfort Rofalie. It was at this laft I had fixed 
} ny abode: I therefore faw myfelf expofed, 
Jike many others, to pay with my goods, and 
Jberhaps my life, for the rafhnefs -of a foldier, 
jind the too great indulgence of his Captain. 
But as I was already acquainted with the cha- 
racter 
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racter of the people we had to deal with, Hy 
defpaired not to fave both. I therefore wat 
ricado’d myfelf in my houfe, and having 
put’ myfelf in a pofture of defence, wher} 
they came in the night, according to theil’ 


cuftom, to furprize me, they durit not attac}’ 
me. it 


This Art attempt, which I juftly imagined, 
was to be followed by another, if not by man ' 
fuch, made me refolve, as foon as day came}, 
to retire under the Fort, as all the inhabit}! 
ants alfo did, and thither to carry all the pro}; 
vifions I had at my lodge. I could executt 
only half of my fcheme. My flaves having) 
begun to remove the beft things, I was fearey 
arrived under the Fort, but the Commandan) 
begged I might put myfelf, at the head of j 
detachment of the inhabitants, to go to fue) 

cour St. Catharine. He had aveady fent thi | 
ther all his garrifon, referving only five mer) 
to guard the Fort; but this ena was no 
fafficient to relieve the fettlement, which the 
natives in great numbers vigoroufly feat. 
ned. 


; 
i 


I departed without delay: We heard the! 
firing at a diftance, but-the noife ceafed, a! 
foon as I was come, and the natives appeared’ 
to have retired; They bad, Baa difco- 

vereu 
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‘ered me on my march, and the fight of a re- 
inforcement, which I had brought with me, 
Neceived them. The Officer, whe command- 
-d the detachment of the garrifon, and whom 
|. relieved, returned to the Fort with his men 3 
jind the command being thus devolved on me, 
1\ caufed all the Negroes to be aflembled, and 
\yrdered them to cut down all the bufhes; 
Iwhich, covering the country, favoured the 
Japproach of the enemy, quite to the doors of | 
ithe houfes of that Grant. This operation 
|was performed: without moleftation, if you 
‘except a few thot, fired by the natives from 
‘tlie woods, where they lay concealed on the 
Jother fide of the rivulet; for the plain round 
St. Catharine being entirely cleared, of every 
| thing that could fereen them, they durit not 
ifhew themfelves any more. 


However, the Commandant of Fort Re- 
falie {ent to treat with the Stung Serpent; in 
erder to prevail with him to appeafe that pare 
Jof his nation, and procure a peace. As that 
great warrior was our friend, he effeCtually 
V\aboured therein, and hoftilities ceafed. Af- 
ter I had pafled twenty-four hours at St. Ca- 
tharine, 1 was relieved by a new detachment 
| of the inhabitants, whom, in my turn, I re-~ 
lieved next day. It was on this fecond guard, 

ie | which 
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which I mounted, that the village we ha 
been at war with, fent me, by their deputiel: 
the Calumet or Pipe of Peace. 1 at firft had fon}. 
thoughts of refufing it, knowing that th 
honour was due to the Commandant of t 
Fort ; and it appeared to mea thing fo muc}) 
the more delicate, to deprive him of it, asw/ 
were not upon very good terms with each o 
ther. However, the evident rifk of givin 
occafion to protract the war, by refatineay 
determined me to accept of it; after having) 
however, taken the advice of thofe about all 
who all judged it proper to treat thefe peopl) 
gently, to whom the Commandant was be} 
come odious. . =| 
ra 
I afked the Deputies, what they woult 
have? They anfwered, faultering, ~Peac 
** Good, faid 1; but why bring you the Cat 
‘> lumet of Peace to me? It is to the Chie! 


of the Fort sel ye to carry it, if you 1 wil 


Se 


receive it, by only fnoking therein : : 
ter which we will carry it to the Chief of 
the Fort: But if you refufe receiving 1 
our orders are to return.” 2 | 
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| Upon this I told them, that I agreed to 
hoke in their pipe, on condition they would 
} and carry it to the Chief of the Fort. ‘They 
jen made me an harangue ; to which I an- 
Jered, that it were beft to refume our for- 
Jer manner of living together, and that the 


“ench and the Red-men fhould entirely forget 


Hhat had pafled. To conclude, that they 
|id nothing further to do, but to go and carry 
ic Pipe to the Chief of the Fort, and then. 


» home and fleep in peace. 


| This was the iffue of the firfk war we had 
lith the Natchez, which lafted only three or 
pur days. | 


The commerce, or truck, was fet again on 


1¢e fame footing it had been before ; and thofe 
ho had fuffered any damage, now thought 


Inly how they might beft repair it. Some 


me after, the Major General arrived from 
Jew Orleans, being fent by the Governor of 


Jcuifiana to ratify the peace ; which he did, 
Ind mutual fincerity was reftored, and became 
is perfect, as if there had never been any 
upture between us. 


Tt had been much to be wifhed, that mat- 
Jers had remained on fo good a footing. As 
we 
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we were placed in one of the beft and find 
countries of the world; were in ftri& cox 
neCtion with the natives, fram whom we dq 
rived much knowledge of the nature of th 
productions of the country, and of the anf 
mals of all forts, with which it abounds; arf 
likewife reaped great advantage in our trai 
for furs and provifions ; and were aided’ 1 
them in many laborious works, we wanted nd | 
thing but a profound peace, in order to for 
folid fettlements, capable of making-us lay 4 
fide all thoughts of Europe: But Provideay | 
had otherwife ordered. | 


The Winter, which fucceeded this i 


was fo fevere, that a colder was never t¢ 
membred, The rain fell in icicles in fuc| 
quantities as to-aftonith the oldeft Natchez, t| 


whom this great cold appeared new and un 
common. . | 


Towards the Autumn of this year I faw) 
pheenomenon, which ftruck the fuperftitiou, 
with great terror: It was, in effect, fo extra. 
ordinary, that I never remember to ha | 
heard of any thing that either refembled, o 
even cate up to it. I had juft fupped with 
out doors, in order to enjoy the cool of th 

evening. My face was turned to the Welt 


if 


hid I fat before my table, to examine fome 


“OF LOUISIANA: 675 


‘nets, which had already appeared. I per- 
Lived a glimmering light, which made me 
life my eyes; and immediately I faw, at 


yc elevation of about 45 degrees above the 
Jorizon, a light proceeding from the South, 
} the breadth~of three inches, which went 
1F to the North, always f{preading itfelf as 


moved, and made itfelf heard by a whiz- 
ing, like that of the largeft {ky-rocket. I 
idged by the eye, that this light could not 
e above our atmofphere, and the whizzing 
coife which I heard, confirmed me in that 
otion. When it came in like manner to be 


jbout 45 degrees to the North above the 


orizon, it ftopped fhort, and ceafed enlarg- 


jog itfelf: In that place it appeared to be 
Jwenty inches broad ; fo that in its courfe, 


vhich had been very rapid, it formed the fi- 
‘ure of a trumpet-marine, and left in its 


| vaflage very lively fparks, fhining brighter 
Vhan thofe which fly from under a finith’s 
hammer ; but they were extinguifhed almoft 


/ 


is faft as they. were emitted. 


_ At the North elevation I juft mentioned, 
here iffued out with a great noife from the 
middle of the large end, a ball quite round, 


and 


a ae NOC IRIS Poi ke 
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and all on fire: This ball was about fix 
inches in diameter; it fell below the hori-| 
zon to the North, and emitted, about twen-|| 
ty minutes after, a hollow, but very loud) 
noife, for at leaft the fpace of a minute,|| 
which appeared to come from a great dif) 
tance. The light began to be weakened to the| 
South, after emitting the ball, and at: length) 


difappeared, before the noife of the ball was 
heard, e ¢ 7 " 


y 
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ft CHAP. VIII 


The Governor furprized the Natchez with 
feven hundred men. Aftonifbing cures 
performed by the Natives. The Author 
fends upwards of three hundred fimples 
to the Company. 


MM De Biainville, at the beginning of the 
® Winter which followed this phzeno- 
menon, arrived very privately at our quarter 
of the Natchez, his march having been com- 
municated te none but the Commandant of © 
this Poft; who had orders to feize all the 
Natchez, that fhould come to the Fort that 
day, to prevent the news of his arrival being 
Jcarried to their countrymen. He brought 
Hiwith him, in regular troops, inhabitants, and 
natives, who were our allies, to the number 
of feven hundred men. 


Orders were given, that all our fettlers at 
the Natchez fhould repair before his door at 
midnight at the lateft: I went thither, and 
mixed with the croud, without making my- 
felf known, 


We 
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We atrived two hours bere day at th} 
fettlement of St. Catharine. The Comman} | 
dant having at length found me out, orderel 
me, in the King? s name, to put myfelf at thi 
head of the fettlers among the Natchez, an( 
to take the command upon me; and thefe hy 
ordered to pay the fame obedience to me al 
to himfelf. We advanced with great filenc 
towards the village of the 4pple. It may bt 
eafily feen, that all this precaution was taken| 
in order to furprize our enemies, who ough, 
fo much the lefs to expect this a&t of hoftility: 
as they had fairly made peace with US, and af 
M. Paillow, Major General, had come and 
ratified this peace in behalf of the Governor: 


We marched to the enemy, and invefted ‘the, 
firft hut of the Natchez, which we found 3 


parate; the drums, in concert with the fife, 
beat the charge; we roae aPor the hut, ji in 


From thence we afterwards moved on 0. 
the village, that is, to feveral huts, that flo 
together in'a row. ( 
them, that lay near each other, i in whiGla Db 
tween twelve and fifteen Natchez had ek 
trenched themfelves. By our manner of p pre j 
ceeding, one would have thought that we, 
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‘ame only to view the huts. Full of indig- 
jation, that none exerted himfelf to fall upen 
hem, I took upon me, with my men, to go 
Hound, and take the enemy in rear. They 
6ok to their heels, and I purfued; but we 
iad need of the fwiftnefs of deer to be able 
Jo come up with them. [ came fo near, how- 
Hiver, that they threw away their cloaths, to 
un with the greater fpeed. 


I rejoined our people, and expected a re- 
Hrimand for having forced the enemy, with- 
Hut orders: tho’ I had my excufe ready. But 
here L was miftaken ; for I met with nothing 
put encomiums. ~ : 


_ This war, of which ! thall give no further 
letail, lafted only four days. M1. de Biain- 
lle demanded the head of an old mutinous 
MChief of this village ; and the natives, in or- 
Mier to obtain a peace, delivered him up. 


T happened to live at fome diftance from 
he village of the Apple, and very feldom faw 
any of the people. Such as lived nearer, had 
nore frequent vilits from them 3; but after 
this war, and the peace, which followed up- 
pn it, I never faw one of them. My neigh- 
sours, who lived nearer to them, faw but 
very few of them, even a long time after the 
conclufion 


‘et 


if 
& 


ther a flefh nor a fifh-market ; therefor} 


» 6 We were formerly friends, are we no eA 
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conclufion of the war. ‘The natives ofl 
other villages came but very feldom ee i 
us 3; and indeed, if we could have done we} 


without them, I could have wifhed to ha | 
been rid of them for ever. But we had ne) 


\ 


without them, we muft have taken up wit} 
what the poultry-yard and kitchen- garde: 
furnifhed ; which would have been extremel 
inconvenient, Kt 


I one day ftopped the Stung Sarpont, wh, 
was pafling along without taking notic. 
of any one. He was brother to the Gree, 
Sun, and Chief of the warriors of the Nai; 
chez. 1 accordingly called to him, and faic 


“oer fo?” He anfwered, Neco; that. IS) 
cannot tell. I replied, ‘* You ufed to com) 
<©to my houfe; at prefent you pafs by, 
<¢ Have you forgot the way, or is my houf, 
<¢ difagreeable to you? As for me, my. hear: 
«¢ is always the fame, both towards you, ani 


<< all my friends. I am not capable of chang 
‘¢ ing, why then are you changed ?” a 


He took fome time to anfwer, and feeme 
to be embarrafled by what I faid to him. Fy 
never went to the Fort, but-when fent for by 


the Commandant, who put me upon found 
te in, 


—— a 


{= ra wee | 
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ag him; in order to difcover, whether his 
eople ftill retained any grudge. 


He at length broke filence ; and told me, 
* he was afhamed to have been fo long with- 
“out feeing me; but I imagined, faid he, 
* that you were difpleafed at our nation ; be- 
* caufe among all the French, who were in 
* the war, you were the only one that fell 
* upon us.” “¢ You are in the wrong,” faid 
> * to think fo. M. de Biainville, be- 


* ing our War-chief, we are bound to obey 


‘him; in like manner as you, tho’ a Suz, 
* are obliged to kill, or caufe to be killed, 


H’ whomfoever your brother, the Great Sun, 


orders to be put to death. Many other 
* Frenchmen befides me,’ fought an opportu- 
} nity to attack your countrymen, in obedi- 
‘ence to the orders of M. de Biainville x 
‘and feveral other Frenchmen fell upon the 
* neareft hut, one of whom was killed by the 
‘ firft fhot, which the Natchez fired.” 


He then faid » ‘* I did not approve, as you 


i} know, the war our, people made upon the 


' French, to avenge the death of their relation, 
* feeing I made them carry the Pipe of Peace 
to the French. This you well know, as you 
 firft {moked in the pipe yourfelf, _ Have the 
| eee ee & Kk &¢ Frenep 
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ss French two hearts, a good one to-day, and, 
‘¢ to-morrow a bad one? As for my brothed, 
¢€ and me, we have but one heart.and ond, 
<¢ word. Tell me, then, if thou art as thou 
‘© fayeft, my true friend, what thou thinkeft; 
‘6 of all this, and fhut thy mouth to every: 
4 thing elfe. We know not what to think o i 
*6 the French, who, after -having begun the 
4 war, granted a peace and offered it of 
4‘ themfelves ; and then at the time we were. 
4* quiet, believing ourfelves to be at peace,’ 
«8 people come to kill us, without fayings al 
*s word. 1 


«6 Why, continued he, with an air of dit. 
pleafure, ‘‘ did the French come into out, 
“6 country? We did not go to feek them:, 
“‘ They afked for land of us, becaufe ‘thein 
“* country was too little for all the men that, 
“<were in it. We told them, they might 
“ take land where they pleafed, there was! 
“< enough for them and for us; that it was. 
** good, the fame fun fhould enlighten us: 
ce both, and that we fhould walk as friends,’ 
‘t in the fame path; and that we would give 
- &© them of our provifions, affift them to build,: 
*© and to labour in their fields. We have' 
<6 done fo; is not this true? What occafion, 
*‘ then, had we for Frenchmen? Before they: 


“ came,| 


hall a ceenaenae 
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* came, did we not live better than we do, 
“ feeing we deprive ourfelves of a part of 
* our corn, our game, and fith, to give a 
“© partto them? In what refpe&t, then, had 
* we occafion for them? Was it for their 
“* puns?! The bows and arrows, which we 
*< ufed, were fufficient to make us live well. 
« Was it for their white, blue, and red blan- 
‘* kets ? We can do well enough with buffalo 
“¢ fkins, which are warmer; our women 
“* wrought feather-blankets for the winter, 
“ and mulberry-mantles for the fummer ; 


1°° which indeed were not fo beautiful ; but 
#°* our women were more laborious and lefS 
4“ vain than they are now. In fine, before 
*< the arrival of the French we lived like men 


“° who can be fatisfied with what they have ; 
** whereas at this day we are like flaves, who 
‘Care not fuffered to do as they pleafe.” 


To this unexpected difcourfe I know not 
what anfwer another would have made ; but 
i frankly own, that if at my fir& addrefS he 
feemed to be confufed, I really was fo in iny 
turn. ‘* My heart,” faid 1 to Rim, better 
** underftands thy reafons than my ears, tho’ 
“* they are full of them; and tho’ I have 2 
‘““ tongue to anfwer, my ears have not heard 
“the reafons of M. de Biainville, to tell 


KE 2 ** them 


~ 
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«© them thee: But [know, it was neceffan 
_ © to- have the head he demanded, in order to, 
<¢ apeace. When our Chiefs command us, 
*° we never require the reafons: I can fay no- 
<< thing elfe to thee. But to thew you, that, 
** Tam always your real friend, I have here 
‘¢ a beautiful Prpe of Peace, which I wanted 
“* to carry to my own country. I know you) 
«¢ have ordered all your warriors to kill fome|, 
‘* white eagles, in order to make one, be-| 
«© caufe you have occafion for it. I give it 
«¢ you without any other defign than te fhew} 
*¢ you, that I reckon nothing dear to me,) 
‘* when I want to do pou sleaatest oo 


nt 


T went to look on it, and I gave it hind 
telling him, that it was without dekaan that i is, 
according to them, from no interefted motive, 
‘The natives put as great a value on a Pipe of | 
Peace, as on a gun. Mine was adorned with» 
tinfel and filver wire; fo that in their efti- : 
mation my pipe was worth two guns. He ap- \ 
peared to be extremely well pleafed with it, , 
put it up haftily in his cafe, {queezed my hand 
with a fmile, and called me his true friend. a 


i 
i 


‘The Winter was now drawing toa clot 
and in a little time the natives were to bring 
us bear-oil to truck. I hoped, that by. : 

mea. 
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means I fhould have of the beft preferably to. 
any other; which was the only compenfation 
[ expected for my pipe. But I was agreeably 
difappointed. He fent me a deer-fkin of 
bear-oil fo very large that a ftout man could 
nardly carry it, and the bearer told me, that 
he fent it to me, as to his true friend, w7th- 
p)put defign. "This deer-fkin contained thirty- 
one pots of the meafure of the country, or 
fixty-two pints Paris meafure. 


” Three days after, the Great Sun, his bros 
ther, fent me another deer-fkin of the fame 
oil, to the quantity of forty pints. The com- 
moneft fort fold this year at twenty fols a pint, 


Jacd I was fure mine was not of the wortt 
inch © 

_ For fome days a fyula lacrymalis had come 
into my left eye, which difcharged an hu- 
}mour, when prefled, that portended danger. 
I! thewed it to M. St. Hilaire, an able fur- 
}ee0n, who had praétifed for about twelve years 
if in the Hétel Dieu at Paris, 


He'told me, it was neceflary to ufe the fire 
Hor it; and that, notwithitanding id opera= 
ion, my fight would remain as good as ever 5 
| reas my eye would be blood-thot : And that 
E 3 if 


pe 
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if [ did not {peedily fet about the operation, the |, 
bone of the nofe would become carious. 


‘Thefe reafons gave me much uneafinefs, | 
as having both to fear and to fuffer at the} 
fame time : However, after I had refolved to} 

_undergo the operation, the Grand Sun and |' | 

his brptlick came one morning very early, |. 

with aman leaded with game, as a prefent |’ 
for me. et 


The Great Sun obferved I had a fwelling in 
my eye, and afked me what was the matter | 
with it. I fhewed it him, and told him, that 
in ale to cure it, I muft have fire put to . 

: 3 but that I had fome difficulty to comply ' 
as ur dreaded the confequences of fuch an opee ' 
tation. Without replying, or in the leaft aps 

prizing me, he ordered the man, who brought 
the game, to go in queft of his phyfician, sal 
tell him, he waited for him at my houfe. 
‘The meffenger and phyfician made fuch dife ' 
patch, that this Jaft came in an hour after. ‘ 
‘The Great Sun ordered him to look at my 
~ ¢ye, and endeavour to cure me: After exa- 
mining it, the phyfician faid, he would une | 
dertake to cure me with fimples and common | 
water, I confented to this with fo much the | 


greater | 
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sreater pleafure and readinefs, as by this treat- 
ment I ran no manner of rifque. 


_ That very evening the phyfician came with 
ais fimples, all pounded together, and mak- 
ing but a fingle ball, which he put with the 
water in a deep bafin, he made me bend my. 
ilhead into it, fo as the eye affeCted ftood dipt 
quite open in the water. I continued to do 
fo for eight or ten days, morning and even~ 
ing ; after which, without any other opera= 
tion, I was perfectly cured, and never after 
had any return of the diforder. 


|] tis eafy, from this relation, to underftand, 
Jwhat dextrous phyficians the natives of Loui- 
fiona are. I have feen them perform furpri- 
J zing cures on Frenchmen; on two efpecially,. 
who had put themfelves under the hands of a 
)) French furgeon fettled at this Poft. Both pa- 
| tients were about to undergo the grand cure: 
} And after having been under the hands of the 
fargeon for fome time, their heads {welled to 
fuch a degree, that one of them made his 
efcape, with as much agility, as a criminal 
would from the hands of juftice, when a fa-~ 
vourable opportunity offers. He applied to a 
| Natebex phyfician, who cured him in eight 
} days: His comrade continuing {till under the 
. E4 French . 
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French a died under his hands thred 


i 
In the war which I lately mentioned, the 
Grand Chief of the Tonicas, our allies, was) 
wounded with a ball, which went through his i 
cheek, came out under the jaw, again enter- 
ed bis body at the neck, and pierced through 
to the fhoulder-blade, lodging at laft between| 
the fleth and {kin: The wound had its di-| 
reGtion in this manner, becaufe when he am 
ceived it, he peep to be ina ftooping 
pofture, as were all his men, in order to fire. | 
The French furgeon, under whofe care he | 
was, and who drefled him with great preva 
- thon, was an able man, and {pared no pains |, 
in order to effet a cure. But the phyficians | 
cf this Chief, who vifited him every day, . 
aiked the Frenchman what time the cure | 
would take? he anfwered, fix weeks at leaft : | 
They returned no anfwer, but went Hy 
and made a litter, fpoke to their Chief, an 
put him on it, carried him off, treated him in. 
their own manner, and in eight days effected | 
a complete cure, ‘\ 
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 Thefe are facts well known in the Colony. 
The phyficians of the country have perform- 
ed many other cures, which, if they were to 
be all related, would require a whole volume 
apart ; but I have confined myfelf to the three 
Jabove mentioned, in order to fhew, that dif- 
orders, frequently accounted almoft incura~ 
‘ible, are, without any painful operation, and 
in a fhort time, cured by phyficians, natives . 


hof Louifiana, 


The Vet India Company being informed, 
qthat this Province produces a great many fim- 
: ples, whofe virtues, known by the natives, 

aftorded fo eafy a cure to all forts of diftem- 
Ipers, ordered M. de la Chaifey who was fent 
Wfrom Frence in quality of Direftor General 
of this Colony, to caufe enquiry to be made 
into the fimples, proper for Phyfick and for 
Dying, by means of fome Frenchmen, who 
might perhaps be mafters of the fecrets of the 
Natives. I was pointed out for this purpofe 
Ito M. de la Chaife, who was but juft arrived, 
and who wrote to me, defiring my affiftance in 
this enquiry ; which I gave him with plea- 
fure, and in which I exerted myfelf to the ut- 
moft, becaufe I well knew, the Company 
\continually aimed at what might be for the 
Ybenefit of the Colony. 


Res After 
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After I thought I had done, in that re« 
fpe&t, what might give fatisfaétion to the 
Company, I tranfplanted in earth, put into 
cane-baskets, above three hundred fimples, |. 
with their numbers, and a memorial, which | 
gave a detail of their virtues, and taught the | ' 
manner of ufing them. I afterwards under- | 

flood, that they were planted in a ‘Botanic 
Garden, made for the Pera, by order of | 
the Companys 
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GH APs IX. 


‘iF reneh: Settlements, or Pofis. The Poft 


at Mobile. The Mouths of the Mil- — 
fifipi. The fituation and defcription of — 
New Orleans. 


HE Settlement at AZobile was the firft 


a feat of the Colony in this Province. It 


was the refidence of the Commandant Gene-~ 


ral, the Commiflary General, the Staff-Of- 
ficers, &c. As veflels could not enter the: 


river AZodile, and there was a {mall harbour 


at Iie Dauphine, a fettlement was made fuit- 
ed to the harbour, with a guard-houfe for 


its fecurity: fo that thefe two fettlements. 


J may be faid to have made but one ;_ both on: 


account of their proximity, and neceffary 
connection with each other. The fettlement. 


Jof Mobile; ten leagues, however, from its. 


harbour, lies on the banks of the river of that. 


name 3 and Ife Dauphine, over againft the 
mouth of that river, is four leagues from the: 
coatt. 


Though the fettlement of Mobile be the 


oldeft, yet it is far from being the moft con- 


fiderable. Only fome inhabitants remained 
| E 6 there,. 


~ 
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there, the greateft part of the firft inhabitants}, 
! having left it, in order to fettle on the river} 
vo Mi ffifipi, ever fince New Orleans became the}: 
Capital of the Colony. © That old Poft is the ( 
ordinary refidence of a King’s Lieutenant, a} 
| regulating Commiflary, and a Treafurer. The} 
‘ fort, with four baftions, terraffed and pali- | 
faded, has a garrifon. 


This Poft is a check upon the nation of} 
Chaéiaws, and cuts of the communication of |. 
the Engli/h with them; it protects the neigh- 
bouring nations, and keeps them in our alli- | 
ance; in fine, it fupports our peltry trade, | 
which is confiderable with the Chadaws and i 
other nations *. | e FI 
. * Fort Lewis at Mobile is built upon the river that beam | 

the fame name, which falls into the Sea oppofite to Dan- | 
phineliland. The fort is about 15 or 16 leagues diftant from. ) 
that Ifland; and is built of brick, fortified with four battions, 
in the manner of Vauban, with half-moons, a covered way, 
and glacis. There is a magazine in it, with barracks for 
the troops of the garrifon, which is generally pretty ne 
merous, anda flag forthe Commandant. ay 


I muft own, I never could fee for what reafon this fort | 
was built, or what could bethe ufe of it. For although te ‘ 
is 120 leagues from the capital, to go down the river, yet 
itis from thence that they muft have every thing that is : 
neceflary for the fupport of the garrifon: and the foil is fo ° 
bad, being nothing but fand, that it produces nothing bot 
Pings and Firs, with a little Pulfe, which grows there 


g The 


- 
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The fame reafon, which pointed out the 
neceffity of this Poft, with refpect to the 
Cha&aws, alfo fhewed the neceffity of build- 
ing a fort at Tombeché, to check the Engli/h 
in their ambitious views on the fide of the 
Chicafaws. That fort was built only fince the 
war with the Chicafaws in 1736. 


Wear the river AZvbile ftands the fmall fet- 


only of a few Canadians, lovers of tranquil- 
j lity, which they prefer to all the advantages 
they could reap from commerce. They con- 
tent themfelves with a frugal country. life, 


Mand never go to New Orleans but for necet- 


faries. % 


| From that fettlement quite to New Orleans, 
I by the way of Lake Sr. Lowis, there is no 
Poft at prefent. Formerly, and juft before 
‘the building of the Capital, there were the 
old and new Ailoxz: fettlements, which have 


put very indifferently: fo that there are here but very few 
people. The only advantage of this placeis, that the air 
js mild and healthful, and that it affords atraffick with the 
| Spaniards who are near it. ‘The wister isthe moft agreea- 
ble feafon, as it is mild, and affords plenty of game. But 
in fammer the heats are exceffive; andthe inhabitants have 
nothing hardly to live upon but fith, which are pretty plenti- 
ful on the coaft, and in the rivers, Dumont, I. 80. 


deferved 


i 


‘| tlement of the Pafca-Ogoulas; which confits - 
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deferved an oblivion as lafting, as their dura, 
tion was fhort. 


To proceed with order and perfpicuity, we| 
will go up the Adififpi from its mouth =} 


Fort Balife is at the entrance of Ay Miffi-\ 
Jfipi, in 29° degrees North Latitude, and 286° 
20° of Lonvitude. This fort is built on an} 
. ifle, at one of the mouths of the AZ/i/pi.) 
‘Tho’ there are but feventeen feet water in the! 
channel, I have feen veflels of five hundred | 
tun enter into it. I know not why this en- 
trance is left fo negleéted, as we are not in 
want of able Engineers in France, in the Hy- | 
draulic branch, a part of the Mathematica, r 
to which I have moft applied myfelf. I know we 
it is no eafy matter fo to deepen or hollow 
the clannel of a bar, that it may never after | 
need clearing, and that the expences run | 
high: But my zeal for promoting the ad 
vantage of this Colony having prompted. a 
to make refleCtions on thofe Pafles, or En- ' 
trances of the Adi/ifip?, and being perfely 
well acquainted both with the country and the . 
nature of the foil, I dare flatter myfelf, I may 
~ be able to accomplith it, to the great benefit of’ 
the province, and acquit myfelf therein with | 
honours | 
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Jonour, at a {mall charge, and in a manner 
ot to need repetition *. 


| 


I fay, Fort Bale is built upon an ifland ; 


ccircumftance, I imagine, fufficient to make 
_underftood, that this Fort is irregular; the 


youre and extent of this {mall ifland not ad- 
) hitting it to be otherwife. 


| In going up the Ai/ifipi, we meet with 
Jothing remarkable before we come to the 


it 


Petour aux Anglois, the Englifh Reach: In 
jnat part the river takes. a large compafs; fo 
jhat the fame wind, which was before fair,’ 
Jroves contrary in this elbow, or reach. For 
| iis reafon it was thought proper to build twa 


orts at that place, one on each fide of the 
ver, to check any attempts of ftrangers, 
“hefe forts are more than fufficient to oppofe 
ne paflage of an hundred fail; as fhips can 


* Seven leagues above the mouth of the river we meet 
‘ith two other Paffes, as large as the middle one by which 
veentered; one is called the Orter-pafs, and the other the 
af-pals5 and they affure me, itis only by this laft Pafs 
nat fhips now go up or down the river, they having en-. 
rely deferted the antient middle Pafs. Dumont, 1. 4. 

Many other bays and rivers, not known to our Authors, 
fing along the bay of Mexico, to the weftward of the AG if- 
fpi, are defcribed by Mr. Coxe, in his account of Carolina, 
alled by the French Lonifiaza, 

He % go" 


ca 
1 
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go up the river, only one after another, and) 
can neither caft anchor, nor come on fhore} 


¥ 


to moor... .” 


Tt will, ee be theught extraordinary.) 
that bite cannot anchor in this place. I ima- 
"gine the reader will be of my opinion, when} 
I tell him, the bottom is only a foft mud, or) 
ooze, almoft entirely covered with dead trees,| 
and this for upwards of an hundred leagues./ 
As to putting on fhore, it is equally impofli- . 
ble and needlefs to attempt it; becaufe the 
place where thefe forts ftand, is but a neck| 
of land between the river and the maribeal| 
Now it is impoffible for a fhallop, or cana 
to come near to moor a veflel, in fight of a) 
fort well guarded, or for an enemy to thro | 
up atrench ina neck of Jand fo foft. . 
fides, the fituation of the two forts is fuch, tha 
they may ina fhort time receive ‘hccoume 
both from the inhabitants, who are on the: 
interior edge of the crefcent, formed by the. 
river, and from New Orleans, which is ver | 
near thereto. + 


is reckoned fix leagues by water, nae 
courfe nearly circular ; the winding, or reach, 


having the figure of a C almoft clofe. Both 
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‘| ford a beautiful profpect to the eye; how- 
iiver,~as this voyage is tedious by water, it is 
ften performed on horfeback by land. 


i 
i 


The great difficulties attending the going 
ip the river under fail, particularly at the 
inglifp Reach, for the reafons mentioned, 
ut me upon devifing a very fimple and cheap 
nachine, to make vefiels go up with eafe 
juite to New Orleans. Ships are fometimes 

month in the paflage from Bale to the 
Japital; whereas by my method, they would 
\ot be eight days, even with a contrary wind; 
ind thus fhips would go four times quicker 
nan by towing, or turning it. “This ma- 
Whine might be depofited at Balife, and deli- 
Jered to the veflel, in order to go up the 
Murrent, and be returned again on its fetting 
ail. It is befides proper to obferve, that this 
Joachine would be no detriment to the forts, 
js they would always have it_in their power 
No ftop the veflels of enemies, who might 
Happen to ufe it. 


New Orleans, the Capital « of the Colony, 
Ms fituated to the Eaft, on the banks of the 
WZififipt, in 30° of North Latitude. At my 
@rit arrival in Louifiana, it exifted only in 
name 3 


ides of the river are lined with houfes, which 


in 
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name; for on my landing I underftood, ui 
de Biainville, Commandant General, wast 
only gone to mark out the fpot; whence he’ 
returned three days after our arrival at Uf 


Dauphine, 


He pitched upon this fpot in preference te 
many others, more agreeable and commodt 
ous ; but for that time this was a place pro 
per enough: Befides, it is not every mat 
that can fee fo far as fome others. As th 
principal fettlement was then at Mobile, i 
was proper to have the Capital fixed at a p 
from which there could be an ak commu 


choice could not have baeh made, as the t 
being on the banks of the 4iff iffifipi, vee 
tho’ of a thoufand ton, may lay their fides. 
clofe to the fhore, even at low water ; or at 
moft, need only lay a {mall bridge, with 

of their yards, in order to load or unload, 
roll barrels and bales, &c. without fatiguing 
she fhip’s crew. ae town is aL), a — | 


the coaft ; a communication which was 
cellary at “that time. 
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I fhould imagine, that if a town was at 
lis day to be built in this Province, a rifing 
‘ound would be pitched upon, to avoid in- 
adations; befides, the bottom fhould be 
ficiently firm, for bearing grand ftone-edi- 
PES 


Such as have been a good way in the-coun- 
y, without fecing ftone, or the leaft pebble, 
1 upwards of a hundréd leagues extent, will 
oubtlefs fay, fuch a propofition is impofible, 
if they never obferved {tone proper for build- 
g in the parts they travelled over. I might 
‘ifwer, and tell them, they have eyes, and 
Ne not. I narrowly confidered the nature of 
| ie country, and found quarries init; and 
} there were any in the Colony I ought to find 
jhem, as my condition and profeffion of Ar- 
Hnitect fhould have procured me the know- 
Jdge of them. 


After giving the fituation of the Capital, 
1. is proper 1 defcribe the order in which it 
B built. | 


) The place of arms is in the middle of that | 

art of the town which faces the river; in 
1e middle of the ground of the place of arms: 
Jands the parifh-church, called St. Louis, 
Where the Capuchins officiate, whofe houfe is 
to 
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to the left of the Church. To the right find 
the prifon, or jail, and the guard- -houfe | 
Both fides of the place of arms ate taken ug. ! 
Py two bodies or rows of barracks. This, 
place ftands all open to the river. al 


All the ftreets are laid out both in length 1 
and breadth by the line, and interfeét a 
crofs each other at right angles. The. fireets i 
divide the town into fixty-lix Iles; clever 
along the river lengthwife, or in front, am 
fix in depth: Each of thofe 2/les is fifty fqu 
toifes, and each again divided into twelye 
Emplacements, or compartments, for lodg’ 
as many families. The Intendant’s hou 
ftands behind the barracks on the left; 
the magazine, or warehoufe-general beh 
the barracks on the right, on viewing : 
town from the river fide. The Govern 
houfe ftands in the middle of that part of 
town, from which we go from the place 
arms to the habitation of the Fefuits, wh 


Nuns is quite at the end of the town, to th 
rioht; as is alfo the hofpital of the fick, 
which the Nuns have the infpection. 

I have juft defcribed faces the river. 


: 
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On the banks of the river runs a caufey, 
¢ mole, as well on the fide of the town as 
a the oppofite fide, from the Englifh Reach 
uite to the town, and about ten leagues be-~ 
ond it; which makes about fifteen or fixteen 
agues on each fide the river; and which 
ay be travelled in a coach or on horfeback, 
1 a bottom as fimooth as a table. 


The greateft part of the houfes is of brick ; 
e reft are of timber and brick. 


The length of the caufeys, I juft mention- 
|, is fufficient to fhew, that on thefe two 
les of the Adifi/ipi there are many habita- 
ons ftanding clofe together ; each making a 
ufey to fecure his ground from inundations, 


hich fail not to come every year with the 
Kring: Andat that time, if ary. fhips hap- 
Jn to be in the harbour of New Orleans, 
ley {peedily fet fail; becaufe the prodigious 
Jiantity of dead wood, or trees torn up by 
Je roots, which the river brings down, would 
Wee before the fhip, and oreak the ftouteft 
bles. 


At the end of St. Fobn’s Creek, on the 


Iinks of the Lake St. Louis, there is a re- 
Jubt, and a guard to defend it. 


From 


its banks is inhabited by planters 5 in lik} 
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Froni this Creek to the town, a part ¢ 


manner as are the long banks of anoth 
Creek : The habitations of this laf go 
der the name of Gentilly. 


After thefe habitations, which are-upon th) 
Mififipi quite beyond the Cannes brulées, burr! 
Canes, we meet none till we come to the Ov 
mas, 2 petty nation fo called. ‘This fettle) 
ment is inconfiderable, tho’ one of the olde! 
next to the Capital. It lies on the Eaft © 


the ALi /fifipi. ° 


The Baton Rouge is aifo on the Eat ide ¢ 
the Afififipi, and diftant twenty-fix league 
from New Orleans: It was formerly th 
Grant of M. Artaguette a’Iron: It is the 
we {ce the famous cyprefs-tree, of which | 
fhip-carpenter offered to make two pettyau 
gres, one of fixteen, the other of fourtee! | 
tons. Some one of the firft adventurers, wh, 
landed in this quarter, happened to fay, the 
tree would make a fine walking-itick ; 4 
as cyprefs is ared wood, it was afterwar 


called Je Baton Rouge. Its height could net 


be meafured, it rifes fo out of fight. | i f 
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Two leagues higher up than 2 Baton 
Rouge, was the Grant of M. Paris du Vernat. 
This fettlement is called Bayou-Ozgoulas, from 
\ nation of that name, which formerly dwele 
nere. It ison the weft fide of the Miffi “ibe, 
ind twenty eight leagues from New Orleans. 


At a league on this fide of Pointe Coupée, 
we les Petits Ecores, (little Cliffs,) where was 
he Grant of the Marquis de Afezieres. At 
his Grant were a DireStor and Under-Di- 
ector ; but the Surgeon found out the fecret 
of remaining fole mafter. The place is very / 
reautiful, efpecially behind Jes Petits Ecores, 
where we go up byagentle afcent. Near 
hefe Cliffs, a rivulet falls into the M/ifpi, 
nto which a fpring difcharges its waters, 
which fo attract the Buffalo’s, that they are 
Wery often found on its banks. ’Tis a pity 
this ground was deferted ; there was enough 
jf it to make a very confiderable Grars: A 
yood water-mill alfo might be built on the 
srook I juft mentioned. 


. 
| 
| 
: 
' 
| 
| 


At forty leagues from New Orleans lies la 
Pointe Coupée, fo called, becaufe the AMiifi/ipi 
ymade there an elbow, or winding, and form- 
jed the figure of a circle, open only about an 
Jaundred and odd toifes, thro’ which it made 


itfelf 
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itfelf a fhorter way, and where all its wate! 
runs at prefent. “This was not the | c 
Nature alone: ‘Two travellers, coming dowr} 
the AZi/iipi, were forced to ftop fhort at thi 

- place; becaufe they obferved at a diftance th 
furff, or waves, to be very high, the win 
beating againft the current, and the river | 
ing out, fo that they durft not venture td’ 
proceed, Juft by them paffed a rivulet, caulec 


ty 
fi 


by the inundation, which might be a foot 


deep, by four or five feet broad, more or lel 
One of the travellers, feeing himfelf she | 
any thing to do, took his fufil, and followe 
the ae of this rivulet, in hopes of killing 
fome game. He had not gone an hundred’ 
toifes, before he was put into a very great 
furprize, on perceiving a great opening, ; as 
when one is juft getting out of a thick forelt. 
He continues to advance, fees a large extet nt 
of water, which he takes for a lake; ‘but 
turn: z on his left, he efpies les Petits Ecores, 
a jut Meniitnd! and by experience he knews 
he muft go ten leagues to get thither : uf? 
this he knew, thefe were the waters of 
river. He runs to acquaint his companion : 4 
‘This laft wants to be fure of it: Certain as’ 
they are both of it, they refolve, that it was 
beredlary to cut away the roots, which ftood 
“in 


| 
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in the paflage, and to level the more elevated 
places. They attempted at length to pafs 
their pettyaugre through, by. pufhing it be~ 
fore them. ‘They fucceeded beyond their ex- 
pectation ; the water, which came on, aided 
them as much by its weight, as by its depth, 
which was increafed by the obftacle it met 
in itsway: And they faw themfelves in a 
fhort time in the Mdiffifipi, ten leagues lower 
down than they were.an hour before ; or than 
they would have been, if they had followed 


the bed of the river, as they were formerly 
conftrained to do. 


This little labour of our travellers moved 


the earth; the roots being cut away in part 
osroved no longer an obftacle to the courfe of 
the water; the flope or defcent in this {mall 
paflage was equal to that in the river for the 
ten leagues of the compafs it took; in fine, 

Nature, tho’ feebly aided, performed the refl. 
The firf{ time I went up the river, its en- 
ure body of water pafled thro’ this part; and 
ho’ the channel was only made fix years be- 
‘ore, the old bed was almoft filled with the 
20ze, which the river had there depofited ; and 
[ have feen trees growing there of an aftonifh- 
ing fize, that one might wonder, how they 


fhould come to be fo large in fo fhort a time. 


Vou. I. k In 


4 
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In this {pot, which ts called la Pointe Coupee, i 
the Cut-paint, was the Grant of M. de Meufe,| 
at prefent one of the moft confiderable Pofts| 
of the Colony, with a fort, a garrifon, and an} 
Officer to command there. The river is, on| 
each fide, lined with inhabitants, who make} 
a great deal of tobacco. There ‘an Infpeétor | 
toned! who examines and receives it, in or-f 
der to prevent the merchants ae defrauded. | 
The inhabitants of the weft fide have high) 
lands behind them, which form a very fine > 
country, as I have obferved above. | 
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Twenty leagues above this Cut-pornt,) 
and fixty leagues from New Orleans, we: 
meet with the Red River. In an ifland,) 
formed by that river, ftands a French Poft, | 
with a fort, a garrifon, its Commandant and ! 
Officers. The firft inhabitants, who fettled | 
there, were fome {oldiers of that Polt, dif | 
charged after their time of ferving was eX- 
pired, who fet themfelves to make tobacco in | 
the ifland. But the fine fand, carried by the | 
wind upon the leaves of the tobacco, made | 
it of a bad quality, which obliged them to 
abandon the ifland, and fettle on the conti- 
nent, where they found a good foil, on which | 
they made better tobacco. This Poit is call. 
ed the Nachitoches, from anation of that name, | 
fettled 
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fettled in the neighbourhood. At this Poft 
} . de St. Denis commanded. 


Several inhabitants of Lowifana, allured 
thither by the hopes of ane foon great 
pa becaufe diftant only feven leagues 
rom the Spaniards, imagined the abundant 
Nertafures of New Mexico would pour in upon 
them. But in this they happened to be mif- 
taken; for the Spanifh Poft, called the Adaies, 
has lefs money in it than the pooreft village 
in Europe; the Spaniards being ill clad, ill 
fed, and always ready to buy ate of the 
French on credit ; > which may be faid in ge= 
neral of all the Spaniards of New Afexica, a~ 
midit all their mines of gold and filver. This 
iwe are well informed of by our merchants, 
gvho have dealt with the Spaniards of this 
mPoft, and found their habitations and way of 
| living to be very mean, and more fo than. 
thofe of the Freach. 


From the confluence of this Red River, in 
Heoing up the Mififipi, as we have hitherto 
Hone, we find, about thirty leagues higher 
Hp, the Poft of the Natchex. 


Let not the reader be-difpleafed, at my 
aying often, nearly, or about fo many leagues : 
yVe can afcertain nothing juftly as to the 
| F2 diftances 
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diftances in a country where we travel only | 


by water. Thofe who go up the Miffifipis 
having more trouble, and taking more time 
than thofe- who go down, reckon the route 
more ot lefs long, according to the time in 


which they make their voyage ; befides, when. | 


the water is high, it covers pafles, which of- 
ten fhorten the way a great deal. 


The Natchez are fituate in about 32° odd 


minutes of North Latitude, and 280° of Lon= 
gitude. The fort at this Poft ftands two hun- 


dred feet perpendicular above low-water mark. 
from this fort the point of view extends Weft 
of the Miff/ipi quite to the horizon, that is, 
on the fide oppofite to that where the fort 


ftands, tho’ the weft fide be covered with. 


woods; becaufe the foot of the fort ftands 


much higher than the trees. On the fame: 
fide with the fort, the country holds at a 
pretty equal height, and declines only by a 


gentle, and almoft imperceptible flope, infenfi- 
bly lofing itfelf from one eminence to another. 


The nation which gave name to this Poft, 


inhabited this very place, at a league from 
the landing-place on the MW:fifipz, and dwelt 
on the banks of a rivulet, which has only a 


courfe of four or five leagues to that rivers 
All 


aa a ee tee tg iin th ei a arr: 
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All travellers, who paffed and ftopped here, 
| went to pay a vifit to the natives, the Na#- 
chez. The diftance of the league they wene 
to them is through fo fine and good a coun- 
try, the natives themfelves were fo obliging and 
familiar, and the women fo amiable, that all 
travellers failed not to make. the greateft en- 
-comiums both on the country, and on the 
native inhabitants. 


The juft commendations beftowed upon 
them, drew thither inhabitants in fuch num- 
bers, as to determine the Company to give 
orders for building a fort there, as well to 
Support the French already fettled, and thofe 
who fhould afterwards come thither, as to be 


j acheck on that nation. The garrifon con- 


fifted only of between thirty and forty men, 
a Captain, a Lieutenant, Under-Lieutenart, 
and two Serjeants. 


The Company had there a warehoufe for 
the fupply of the inhabitants, who were daily 


increafing, in fpite of all the efforts of one of 


the principal Superiors, who put all imagina- 
ble obftacles in the way: And notwithftand- 
ing the progrefs this fettlement made, and 
the encomiums beftowed upon it, and which 
it deferved, God in his providence gave it up 


] to the rage of its enemies, in order to take 


dere vengeance 
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vengeance of the fins committed there ; for ; 
be without mentioning thofe, who efcaped the |: 
/ general mafiacre, there perifhed of them up-|: 
wards of five hundred. 


Forty leagues higher up than the Natchez| 
is the river Yafou. The Grant of M, 4 
Blanc, Minifter, or Secretary at War, w 

fettled there, four leagues from the Mifffp 
as you go up this little river *. There a fort 
ftands, with a company of men, commanded 
by a Captain, a Lieutenant, Under-Lieute- | 
nant, and two Serjeants. This companys to- ; 
a gether with the fervants, were in the pay of 
a - this Minifter. 


- 


This Poft was very advantageoufly fituatec 4 
as well for the goodnefs of the air, as the 
quality of the foil, like to that of the Nat- 
chez, as for the landing- place, which wai 
very commodious, and for the commerce wit 
the natives, if our people but knew how te 
; gain, and preferve their friendfhip. But die. 
po neighbourhood of the Chicafaws, ever faf 
friends of the Lngli/>, and ever inftigated t 


* The village of the Indians, (Yafous) isa league fre m 
this fettlement; and on one fide of it there isa hill, Ri, a 
~which they pretend, that the Englifh formerly had aF 3 
accordingly there are fill fome traces of it to i een oe 
mort, 11,266. 


“i 


them! 


oq 
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them to give us uneafinefs, almoft cut off any 
hopes of fucceeding. This Poft was, on thefe 
accounts, threatned with utter ruin, fooner or 
Ister; as auall, happened in 1722, by means 
of thofe wretched Chicafaws ; who came in 
the night and murdered the people in the fet- 
tlements that were made by two ferjeants out 
of the fort. But a boy, who was fcalped by 
them, was cured, and efcaped with life. 


. Sixty-miles higher up than the Ya/euz, and 
at the diftance of two hundred leagues from 
New Orleans, dwell the Arkanfas, to the weft 
of the AZififp7. At the entrance of the river 
I} which goes by the name of that nation, there 
is a final] fort, which defends that Poft, which 
js the fecond of the Colony in point of time. 


I¢ is a great pity, fo good and fine a coun- 
try is diftant from the fea upwards of two 
hundred leagues. 1 cannot omit mentioning, 
that wheat thrives extremely well here, with- 


out our being obliged ever to manure the land 5 
and 1 am fo prepoflefied in ‘its favour, that I 
perfuade myfelf, the beauty of the climate has 
a great influence.on the character of the in- 
habitants, who are at the fame time very gen- 
tle and very brave. ‘They have ever had an 
inviolable friendfhip for the French, uninflu- 
| B Ase « enced 
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enced thereto either by fear, or views of ins |’ 
tereft; and live with the French near them as ; 
brethren rather than as neighbours. . 


In going from the ¢rkanfas to the Minois, 
we meet with the river St. Francis, thirty| 
leagues more to the North, and on the weft| 
fide of the Ad:/fi/ipi. There a fall fort has | 
been built fince my return to France. To the| 
Eaft of the AZi#/ipi, but more to the North, ) 
we alfo meet, at about thirty leagues, the ri-! 
ver Margot, near the fteep banks of Prud’= 
homme: There a fort. was alfo built, called | 
Afjumption, for undertaking an expedition as 
gainit the Chicafaws, who are nearly in the) 
fame latitude. Thefe two forts, after that eX= | 
pedition, were entirely demolifhed by the 
French, becaufe they were thought to be no ‘ 
longer neceflary. It is, however, probable ‘ 
enough, that this fort //umption would have 
_ been-a check upon the Opie who are ale | 

ways roving in thofe parts. Befides, the fleep . 
banks of Prud’homme contain iron and pits 
coal. On the other hand, the country ives ’ 
ry beautiful, and of an excellent quality, ae . 
bounding with plains and meadows, which 
favour. the excurfions of the Chica/aws,’ and 
which they will ever contimue to make upon us) __ 
till we have the addrefs to divert them from | 
their ‘commerce with the Englif, | 
We. 


ty] 
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We have no other French fettlements to 
mention in Louif~ana, but that of the M/inazs ; 
in which part of the colony we had the firft 


fort. At prefent the French fettlement here is 
| on the banks of the A7//i/ipi, near one of the 


villages of the Jilincis*. That Poft is com- 
manded by one of the principal Officers and. 


UM, de Bois-Briant, who was Lieutenant of 
‘the King, has commanded at it. 


Many French inhabitants, both from Ca- 


nada and Europe, live there at this day; but 
the Canadians make three fourths at leaft. The 
fefuits have the Cure there, witha fine habi- 
tation and a mill; in digoing the foundation 
of which laff, a quarry of orbicular flat ftenes 

was found, about two inches in diameter, of 
the fhape of a buffoon’s cap, with fix fides, 


whofe groove was fet with finall buttons of the 


* They have, or had formerly, other fetttlements here- 


abouts, at Ka/kajkies, Fort Chartres, Tamaroas, and on the 


River Marameg, on the Weft ide of the Miffifpi, where 
they found thofe mines, that gave rife to the Mifffipi 
fchemein3719. In 1742, when fobs Howard, Sallee, and 
others, were fent from Virginia to view thofe countries, they 


Jwere made prifoners by the French; whe came from a fet- 
Pylement they had on an ifland in the Miffifpi, alittle above 


the Obio, where they made falt, lead, x. and went from 
thence to New Orleans, in a fleet of boats ahd canoes, guard- 
ed by a large armed fehooner. Report of the Government of 
Virginia, 
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fize of the head of a minikin or fmall pin.| 
Some of thefe ftones were bigger, fome fmal-| 
ler; between the. ftones, which could not! 
be joined, there was no earth found. : 


The Canadians, who.are numerous in Low i 
jfiana, are moft of them at the L4inois. “This 
climate, doubtlefs, agrees better with them, be-| 
eaufe nearer eunada than any other fettlerment}, 
of the Colony. Befides, in coming from Cana-\ 
da, they always pafsthro’ this fettlement; which 

‘makes them choofe to continue here. They! 
bring their wives with them, or marry th e French! 
or Indian women. The ladies even venture to; 
make this long and painful voyage from Canada,|' 
inorder to ei their days ina country, which the. 
Canadians look upon as a terreftrial paradice*. 


* It is this that has made the French undergo fo may 
long and perilous voyages in North-America, upwards of two" 
thoufand miles, againft currents, cataraéts, and boifterous' 
winds on the lakes, in order to get to this fettlement of the, 
Hlinois; which is nigh to the Forks of the Milfifipi, t (4 
moft important place in all the inland parts of North-Ame- 
ricay to which the French will foomer or later remove from: 
Canada; and there ereét another Montreal, that will be muchi 
more dangerous and prejudicial to us, than ever the other in. 
. Canada was. They will here bein the midft of all their old. 


friends and allies, and much more convenient to carry ona 


trade with them, to fpirit them up againtt the Exglifh,. Be. 
than ever they were at Montreal. To this fettlement, where. 
‘they likewife are not without good hopes of finding mines, 
the French will for ever he removing, as Jong as any of them 


are leftin Canadés F 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. X, 


The Voyages of the French to the Mit- 
fouris, Canzas, and Padoucas. The 
Settlements they in vain attempted ta 
make in thofe Countries; with,a de- 
feription of an extracrdinary Pbhenc- 
menon. 


HE Padoucas, who lie Weft by North- 
welt of the AZifouris, happened at that 
‘time to be at war with the neighbouring na- 
tions, the Canzas, Othouez, Aiacuez, Ofages, 
Miffouris, and Panimabes, all in amity with 
the French. "Yo conciliate a peace. between 
‘all thefe nations and the Padcucas, M. de 
Bourgmont fent to engage them, as being our 
vallies, to accompany him on a journey to the 
_ Padoucas, in order to bring about a general 
' pacification, and by that means to facilitate the 
trafick, or truck between them and us, and 
conclude an alliance with the Padoucas, 


For this purpofe M. de Bourgmont fet out 
on the 3d of Fuly, 1724, from Fort Orkans, 
| which lies near the Mifiuris, a nation dwell- 

ing on the banks .of the river of that. narae, 
‘ me SEG in 
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in order to join that people, and then to pro- |, 
ceed to the Canzas, where the general ren-|, 
dezvous of the feveral nations was appointed. 


M. de Bourgmont was accompanied by an |, 
hundred Adi/curis, commanded by their Grand 
Chief, and eight other Chiefs of war, and by |: 
fixty-four O/ages, commanded by four Chiefs | 
of war, befides a few Frenchmen. On the} 
6th he joined the Grand Chief, fix other | 
Chiefs of war, and feveral Warriors of -the |) 
Canzas, who prefented him the Pipe of Peace, | 
and performed the honours, cuftomary on fuch | 

-occafions, to the Mifouris and. Ofages. . 

On the yth they paffed thro’ extenfive mea- | 
dows and woods, and arrived_on the banks of » 
the river MZ fouri, over againft the we of 
the Canzas. 


,( 
ai 


On the 8th the French croffed the Mifiued \ 
in a pettyauger, the Jndians on floats of caney. ' 
and the horfes were fwam.over. ‘They landed 
within a gun-fhot of the Canzas, who locked 
to receive them with the Pipe; their’ Grand 
Chief, in the name of the nation, affuring 
My. de Bourgmont, that all their Warrior’ | 
would accompany him in his journey to the 
Padoucas, with proteftations of friendthip and | 


fidelitys pela by {moking the Pipe. Fhe 


fame | 
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fame aflurances were made him by the other 
'|Chiefs, who entertained him in their huts, 
| and * rubbed him over and his companions. 


On the oth M. de Bourgmont difpatched 
five M/iffouris to acquaint the Orhouex with his 
Jarrival at the Canzas. They returned on the 
roth, and brought word that the Orhouez 
promifed to hunt for him and his Warriors, 
and to caufe provifions to be dried for the 
journey; that their Chief would fet out di- 
reGily, in order to wait on M. de Bourg- 
mont, and carry him the word of the whole 
nation. — 


The Canzas continued to reoale the French ; 
Jorought them alfo great quantities of grapes, of 
which the French made a good wine. 


On the 24th of Fuly, at fix in the morn- 
‘ing, this little army fet out, confifting of three 

aundred Warriors, including the Chiefs of 
the Canzas, three hundred women, about five 
nundred young people, and at leaft three hun. 
Jred dogs. ‘The women carried confiderable 
oads, to the aftonifhment of the French, un- 
ccuftomed to fuch a fight. The young wo- 
men. alfo were well loaded for their years ; 


* iti is thus they exprefs son joy and. carefies, at the 
ie of a perfon they refpedt, ; 


| : and 
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and the dogs were made to'trail a part of th 
baggage, and that in the following manner} 
The back of the dog was covered with a fki 
with its pile on, hen the dog was girth¢ 
round, and his breaft-leather put on; and td 
king two poles of the thicknefs of one’s ar 
and twelve feet long, they faftened their tw 
ends half a foot afunder, laying on the dog) 
faddle the thong that faftened the two pole 
and to the poles they alfo faftened, behind th 
dog, aring, or hoop, lengthwile, on whic 
they laid the load. 


| 
: 


i 


On the 28th and 29th the army croft 
‘feveral brooks and fmall rivers, paffed thr’ 
feveral meadows and thickets, meeting evel 
where on their way a great deal of game. 
On the 2oth,.M. de Bourgmont, findir, 
himéelf very ill, was obliced to have a litt: 
made, in- order to be: carried back to Fo 
Oricans till he fhould recover. Before his ad 

parture he gave orders about two Padau. 
“flaves, whom he had ranfomed, and was f 
fend before him to that nation, in. order t 
_ingratiate himéfelf by this act of generofit’ 
Thefe he caufed to be fent by one Gaillar: 
who was to teil their nation, that My < 
Bourgmont, being fallen Hi on his intende 


je ur md 


OF LOUISIANA. TIT 
journey to their country, was obliged to re- 
Meurn home; but that as foon as he got well 
. again, he would refume his journey to their 
‘country, in order to procure a gener ral peace 
between them and the other nations. 


On the evening of the fame day arrived’ 
at the camp the Grand Chief of the Ozhowez : 
who acquainted M. de Beurgmont, that a great 
part of his Warriors waited for him on the 
read to the Padoucas, and that he came to 
receive his orders; but was forry to find him 
all, 


Ul 
i 


At length, on the 4th of daguf, M. de 
Bourgmont fet out from the Canzas in a pet- 
tyauger, and arrived the sth at Fort Or- 
feans. 


On the 6th of September M. de Bourgmont, 

who was fill at Fort Orleans, was informed 
of the arrival of the two Padoula flaves on the 
25th of Augu/f at their own nation; and that 
meeting on the way a \. ey of Padouca hunt- 
ers a day’s journey from « cheir village, the Pa- 
douca flaves rade the iienal of their nation, 
by throwing their ah nai thrice over their 
heads: That they fpoke much in commen- 
dation of the generofity of M. de Bourgmont, 
whe 


| 
: 
| 
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who had ranfomed them: Told all he bad 
done in order to a general pacification: Tj 
fine, extolled the French to fuch a degree) 
that their difcourfe, held in prefence of thi 
Grand Chief and of the whole nation, dif) 
fufed an univerfal joy: That Galard tol¢ 
them, the flag they faw was the fymbol o; 
Peace, and the word of the Sovereign of thi 
French : ‘Yhat in a little time the feveral na} 
tions would come to be like brethren, and, 
have but one heart. 


The Grand Chief of the Padoucas was ic: 
well aflured that the war was now at an end, 
that he difpatched twenty Padoucas with Gail. 
lard to the Canzas, by whom they were eK 
tremely well received. The Padoucas, on 
their return home, related their good recep- 
tion among the Canzas; andas a plain and.real 

rdofor tie pacification, mediated by the French, | 
brought with them fifty of the Canzas, and 
three of their women; who, in their turn, 
were received by the Padoucas with all polit 
ble marks of friendthip. | 


Tho’ M. de Bourgmont was but sath y Te 
covering of his illnefs; he, however, pre-‘ 
pared bt his departure, and on the 20th of 
September actually fet out from. Fort Orleans | 
by, 
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y water, and arrived at the Ganzas om the 
))7th. 


Gaillard arrived on the 2d of Ofeber at the 
amp of the Canzas, with three Chiefs of 
var, and three Warriors of the Padoucas, 
Vyho were received by M. de Bourgmont with 
ag difplayed, and other teftimonies of civi- 
ty, and had prefents made them of feveral 
Joods, proper for their ufe. 


On the ath of OGober arrived at the Can- 
as the Grand Chief, and feven other Chiefs 
fwar of the Othouez; and mext day, very 
july, fix Chiefs of war of the Aigouez. 


Tq 


_M. de Bourgmont aflembled all the Chiefs 
refent, and fetting them round a large fire 
ade before his tent, rofe up, and addreffine 
iimfelf to them, faid; he was comé to de- 
are to them, in the name of his Sovereigns 
yd of the Grand French Chief in the coun- 
y *, that it was the will of his Sovereign, 
ney fhould all live in peace for the future, 
‘Ike brethren and friends, if they expected to 
Jpjoy his love and protection: And fince, 
iys he, you are here all affembled this day, 


. * The Governor of Louifiana, 
; it 


‘ 
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it is good you conclude a peace, andvall {molt i 


\ 
be 


in the fame pipe. 


The Chiefs of thefe different nations ro}. 
up to aman, and faid with one confent, the; 
were well fatisfied to comply with his re 
queit ; aud inftantly gave each other. the} 
Pipes of Peace. | 


After an entertainment prepared for then; 
the Padoucas fung the Songs, and danced ty 
Dances of Peace; a kind of pantomime 
reprefenting the innocent pleafures of peace: 


On the 6th of O&eber M. de Bourg mst 
caufed three lots of goods to be made out. 


one for the Othouez, one for the Araouezy an. 
one for the Panimabas, which iat arrived | i 
the mean time ; and made them all fmoke | i 


4 


the fame Pipe of Peace. | a 


On the 8th M. de Bourgmont fet out frot, 
the Canzas with all the baggage, and the fa, 
difplayed, at the head of the French and fucl 
indians as he had pitched on to accompan 
him, in all forty perfons.. The goods intend, 
ed for prefents were loaded on horfes. A, 
they fat out late, they travelled. but ‘fv. 
leagues, in which they crofled a fmall rive. 
ee) 
a 


| 
| 
q 


q 
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id two brooks, in a fine country, with ht- 
|) wood. ’ 


. i! 


b| The fame day Gaillard, Quenel,. and two 
Wzdoucas were difpatched to acquaint their 
tion with the march of the French. ‘That 
y they travelled ten leagues, crofled one ri- 
rand two brooks. 


The roth they made eight leagues, crofled 
vo fmall rivers and three brooks. To their 
cht and left they had feveral fmall hills, on 
hich one could obferve pieces of rock, even 
ith the ground. Along the rivers there is 

und a flate, and in the meadows, a reddifh 
Wjarble, ftanding out of the earth one, two, 


id three feet; fome pieces of it upwards of 
< feet in diameter. 


The rith they pafled ever feveral brooks 
ja fmall river, and then the river of the 
anzas, which had only three feet water. 
urther on, they found feveral brooks, iffuing 
fom the neighbouring little hills. The river 
f the Canzas runs diretly from Welt to Eat, 
nd falls into the Adifourz ; is very great in 
oods, becaufe, according to the report of the 
Padoucas, it comes a great way off. The 
voods, which border this river, afford a re- 
}rcat to numbers of buffaloes and other game. 


On 
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On the left were feen great cree wit! 
hanging rocks. all 


The 12th of Odcber, the journey, as tl 
preceding day, was extremely diverfified f 
the variety of objeéts. They crofled cig) 
brooks, beautiful meadows, covered with her, 
of elks and buffaloes. To the right the vie, 
was unbounded, but to the left fmall hi 
were feen at a diftance, which from time | 
time prefented the appearance of ancient ca 
tles. | 


The 13th, on their march they faw t) 
meadows covered almoftentirely with bu ffaloe: 


elks, and deer; fo that one could fearce d) 
ftinguith the different herds, fo numerous al! 
fo intermixed they were. The fame day thi 
pafled thro’ a wood almoft two leagues lon 
and a pretty rough afcent; a thing which fem 
extraordinary, as till then they only met wi 
little groves, the largeft of which fcarce col 
es an hundred trees, but ftreight as a can’ 
groves too fmall to afford a retreat to a quart 
of the buffaloes and elks feen there. a. | 


The 14th the march was retarded bye 
cents and defcents ; from which iffued mat | 
fprings of an extreme pure water, forming f! 
veral brooks, whofe waters uniting, © 


: 
: 
: 
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Je rivers that fall into the river of the Can- 
s- And doubtlefs it is this multitude of 
yoks, which traverfe and water thefe mea- 
ws, extending a great way out of fight, 
at invite thofe numerous herds of buffaloes. 


The 15th they crofled feveral brooks and 
0 little rivers. It is chiefly on the banks 
the waters, that we find thofe enchanting 
oves, adorned with grafs underneath, and 
clear of underwood, that we may there 
int down the flag with eafe. 


‘The 16th they continued to pafs over a fimi- 
: landskip, the beauties of which were ne- 
x cloying. — Befides the larger game, thefe 
oves afforded alfo a retreat to flocks of 
rkeys. 


The 17th they made very little way, becaufe 
ey wanted to get into the right road, from 
hich they had ftrayed the two preceding 
xys ; which they at length recovered ; and at 
{mall diftance from their camp, faw an en- 
ampment of the Padoucas, which appeared 
» have been quitted only about eight days be- 
we. This yielded them fo much the more 
leafure, as it fhewed the nearnefs of that na- 
on, which made them encamp, after having 
ravelled only fix leagues, in order to make 
fionals 
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fignals from that place, by fetting fire to tl} 
parts of the meadows, which the general if}, 
had fpared. In a little time after, the fign}| 
was anfwered in the fame manner ; and col 


} 


firmed by the arrival af the two Frenchme|' 


who had orders given them to make the fiy 
nals. ; at 


q 
| 


“On the 18th they met. a little river |, 
brackifh water ; on the banks of which thy 
found another encampment of the Padouca 
which appeared to have been abandoned b’ 
four days before: At half a league further o!| 
a great fmoke was feen to the weft, at a 
great diftance off, which was anfwered by fe’ 
ting fire to the parts of the meadows, ui} 
esidiad by the general fire, 


About half an hour after, the Padoucas we 
obferved coming at full gallop with the fla’! 
which Gaillard had left with them on his fir 
journey to their country. M. de Bourgme' 
inftantly ordered the French under arms ; ay! 
at the head of his people thrice faluted the: 
ftrangers with his flag ; which they alfo i 
turned thrice, by ia their mantles 


ny times over their hea ; 


After this firft ceremony, M. de ~ 
made them all fit down, and {meke in tl, 

Pi 
| 
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pe of Peace. This action, being the feal 
the peace, diffufed a general joy, accom- 
Iinied with loud acclamations. 


The Padeucas, after mounting the French 
d the Indians who accompanied them, on 
Heir horfes, fet out for theircamp: and after 
fjjourney of three leagues, arrived at their en- 
Impment ; but left a diftance of a gun-fhot 
tween the two camps, 


‘The day after their arrival at the Padoucas, 
. de Bourgmont caufed the goods, allotted 
r this nation, to be unpacked, and the dif- 
‘ent fpecies parcelled out, which he made 


em all prefents of *. 


After which M. de Bourgmont fent for the 
rand Chief and other Chiefs of the Padou- 
lis, who came to the camp to the number of 
vo hundred: And placing himfelf between 
em and the goods, thus parcelled and aid 
it to view, told them, he was fent by his 
pyereign to carry them the word of Peace, 
is flag, and thefe goods, and to exhort them 


* Red and blue Limburgs, fhirts, fufils, fabres, gun-pow~ 
, ball, mufket-flints, gunfcrews, mattocks, hatchets,y 
icing -glafles, Flemi/b knives, wood-cutters knives, clafp- 
ives, {ciffars, combs, bells, awls, needles, drinking- 
Ailes, brafs-wire, boxes, rings, &c. 


to 
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to live as brethren with their neighbours, th] 
Panimahas, Aiaouez, Othouez, Canzas, Muy 
fouris, Ofagess and Illinois, to traffick an| 
truck freely together, and with the fr enche 


He at the fame time gave the flag to th ) 
Grand Chief of the Piet ae who receive, 
it with demonftrations of refpe&, and tol, 
him: I accept this flag, which you prefent 
me on the part of your Sovereign: We_ TG 
joice at our having peace with all. the A 
tions you have mentioned; and promife 
the name of our nation never to make we 
on any of your allies; but receive then 
when they come among us, as our brethren’ 
as we fhall in like manner, the French, ar 
condu& them, when they want to go to @! 
Spaniards, who are but twelve days jour 
from our village, and who truck with us i 
horfes, of which they have fuch number 
they know not what to do with them ; al 
in bad hatchets of a foft iron, and ‘fee 
knives, whofe points they break off, left v} 
fhould uf2 them one day againft themfelve 
You may command all my Warriors 5 To: 
furnifth you with upwards of two thoufan, 
In my own, and in the name of my whe 
nation, I entreat you would fend fome Frene | 
men to trade with us3 3 we can fupply the 4 


wil 
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vith horfes, which we truck with the Spa-~ 
tards for buffalo-mantles, and with great 
uantities of furs. ; 


| Before I quit the Padoucas, I thall give a 
immary of their manners ; it may not, per- 
aps, be difagreeable to know, in what re- 
sects they differ from other Jrdian nations*, 


| The Padoucas, who live at a diftance from 
ae Spaniards, cultivate no grain, and live 
nly on hunting. But they are not to be con- 
dered as a wandering nation, tho’ employed 
a hunting winter and fummer ; feeing they 
ave large villages, confifting of a great num-~ 
Wer of cabins, which contain very numerous 
amilies : Thefe are their permanent abodes ; 
‘om which a hundred hunters fet out at a 
me with their horfes, their bows, anda good 
sock of arrows. They go thus two or three 
ays journey from home, where they find 
erds of buffaloes, the leaft of which confifts 
fa hundred head. They load their horfes 
ith their baggage, tents, and children, con- 
ucted by aman on horfeback : By this means 
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| * The Author thould likewife have informed us of the 
ite of thofe intended fettlements of the French, which, 
'umont tells us, were deftroyed, and all the Freich’ mur- 
ered by the Indians, particularly among the Miffouris 3 
‘hich is confirmed below in book I. ch, 7 
eeVieL. I, G the 
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the men, women, and young people travel 
unencumbered and light, without being fal’ 
tigued by the journey. When come to th i 
hunting-fpot, they encamp near 4 brook!’ 
where there is always wood ; the horfes they’ 
tie by one of their fore-feet with a {tring to || 


ftake or bufh. : 


Next morning they each of them mount | 
horfe, and proceed to the firft herd, with th. 
wind at their back, to the end the buffalo 
may fcent them, and take to flight, whic’ 
they never fail to do, becaufe they have a ver 
quick fcent. Then the hunters purfue ther 
clofeatan eafy gallop, and in acrefcent, or ha’ 
ring, till they hang out the tongue thro’ fatigu 
and candono morethanjuft walk : Thehuntel, 
then difmount, point a dart at the extremity ¢ 
the fhoulder, and kill each of them one coy, 
fometimes more: For, as 1 faid above, the! 
never kill the males. They then flay then, 
take out the entrails, and cut the carcafe |. 
two; the head, feet, and entrails they lea, 
to the wolves and other carnivorous animal: 
The fkin they Jay on the horfe, and on th. 
the flefh, which they carry home. Two da 
after they go out again; and then they brir | 
home the meat ftript from the bones; tl 
women agd young people drefs it in t) 
Indi! 


| 
. 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
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‘dian fafhion ; while the men return for fome 
tys longer to hunt in the fame manner. 
‘hey carry home their dry provifions, and 
t their horfes reft for three or four days: At 

e end of which, thofe who remained in the 
llage, fet. out with the others to hunt in the 
ce manner; which has made ignorant tra- 
‘llers affirm, this people was a wandering 
tion. 


If they fow little or no maiz, they as little 
ant any citruls, never any tobacco; which 
ft the Spaniards bring them in rolls, along 


‘ith the horfes, they truck with them for buf- 
lo-mantles. 


‘The nation of the Padoucas is very nume- 
vus, extends almoft two hundred leagues, 
id they have villages quite clofe to the Spa- 
ards of New Mexico. They are acquainted 
ith filver, and made the French underftand, 


| ny worked at the mines. The ihabieaties 


> the villages at a diftance from the Spant~— 
ds have knives made of fire-ftone, (pierre 
fits, ) of which they alfo make hatchets 5_ 


“He largeft to fell middling and little trees — 
| ‘ith 5 a he Tele, to flay is cut up the beafts 


sy kill, 
G 2 ee Thefe 
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Thefe people are far from being favage, no: . 
would it be a dificult matter to civilize ot 
a plain proof they have had long intercourf} 
with the Spaniards. The few days the Frenc 
ftayed among them, they were become ver} 
familiar, and would fain have M. de Beurgmon| 
leave fome Frenchmen among them; efpeci| 
ally they of the village at which the peac 
was concluded with the other nations. Thi 
village confifted of.an hundred and forty huts, 
containing about eight hundred warriors, fif, 
teen hundred women, and at leaft two thou, 
fand children, fome Padoucas having fou, 
wives. When they are in want of horfes, the: 
train up great dogs to carry their baggage... 


The men for the moit part wear breed 
and ftockings all of a piece, made of drefle. 
fkins, in the manner of the Spenzards 2 Th 
women alfo wear petticoats and bodices all (| 
a piece, adorning their waifts with fringes o| 
drefled {kins. 


They are almoft without any Europea’ 
goods among them, and have but a faint know | 
ledge of them. They knew nothing of fire 
arms before the arrival of M. de Bowron | 
were much frighted at them; and on hearin: 
the report, quaked and bowed their heads. 
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They generally go to war on horfeback, 
and cover their horfes with drefled leather, 
ianging down quite round, which fecures 
hem from darts. All we have hitherto re- 
marked, is peculiar to this people, befides the 
other ufages they have in common with the 
aations of Louifiana. 


On the 22d of OGeber M. de Bourgmont fet 
out from the Padeucas, and travelled only five 
leagues that day : The 23d, and the three fol- 
lowing days, he travelled in all forty leagues : 
The arth, fix leagues: he 28th, eight 
leagues : The 29th, “fk leagues ; and the goth, 
asmany: The 31ft, he Raval only four 
leagues, and that day arrived within half a 
league of the Canzas. From the Padoucas to 
the Ganzas, proceeding always Eaft, we may 
now very fafely reckon fixty five leagues and 
ahalf. The river of the Canzas is parallel to 
this route. 


| 
| 


— On the rf of November they all arrived on 
the banks of the AZiffouri. M. de Bourgmont 
embarked the 2d on a canoe of fkins; and 
at length, on the 5th of November, arrived at 
Fort Orleans. 


I fhall here fubjoin the defcription of one 
‘of thefe canoes. ‘They choofe for the pur- 
4 Ara pofe 


SS =e 
ar, “ar: . 
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pofe branches of a white and fupple wood) 
fuch as poplar; which are to form the ribj 
©r curves, and are faftened on the outfide wit [ 
three poles, one at bottom and two on the fides) | 
to form the keel; to thefe curves two othel | 
ftouter poles are afterwards made faft, tq 
form the gunnels; then they tighten thefe fides 
with chords, the length of which is in pro+ 
portion to the intended breadth of the canoe), 
After which they tie faft the ends. Wher| 
all the timbers are thus difpofed, they few or 
the fkins, which they take care previoufly tc 
foak a confiderable time, to render them ma- 
nageable. 


; 
th 


From the account of this journey, ex- 
trated and abridged from M. de Bourgmont 
Journal, we cannot fail to obierve the care, 
and attention neceflary to be employed in, 
fuch enterprizes; the prudence and _ policy, 
requifite to manage the natives, and to be, 
have with them in an affable manner. 


7 


~If we view thefé nations with an eye tc 
Commerce, what advantages might not be 
derived from them, as to furs? A Com- 
merce not only very lucrative, but capable; 
of being carried on without any rifque; ef 


pecially if we would follow the plan, 1 
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Jam to lay down, under the article, Com- 
Wrerce. 


The relation of this Journey fhews, more= 
over, that Loui/iana maintains its good qua- 
Wities throughout; and that the natives of 
WNorth America derive their origin from the 
fame country, fince at bottom they all have 
ithe fame manners and ufages, as alfo the 
}fame manner of fpeaking and thinking. — 


1 I, however, except the Natchez, and the 
people they call their brethren, who have 
preferved feftivals and ceremonies, which 
clearly fhew, they have a far nobler origin. 
‘Refides, the richnefs of their language di- 
‘ftinguifhes them from all thofe other peo- 
ple that came from Tartary ; whofe lan- 
guage, on the contrary, 18 very barren : But 
if they refemble the others in certain cuf- 
toms, they were conftrained thereto from the 
ties of a common fociety with them, as in 
their wars, embaffies, and in every thing 
that regards the common interefts of thefe 
nations. 


Before I put an end to this chapter, I fhall : 
relate an extraordinary phenomenon which 
appeared in Louifiana. . 


i 


G4 Towards 
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Towards the end of Aday 1726, the fury’ 
was then concealed for a whole day by lared. 
clouds, but very diftin@ one from another ! 
they left but little void fpace between, tad 
permit the view of the azure fky, and but 
in very few places: The whole day was. 
very calm; in the evening efpecially thefe 
clouds were entirely joined ; no fky was to: 
be feen; but all the different configurations 
of the clouds were diftinguifhable : I obferved,| 
they fiood very high above the earth. 


‘The weather being fo difpofed, the fun’ 
was preparing to fet. I faw him in the in=) 


fant he touched the horizon, becaufe there! 


was a little clear fpace between that and the. 
clouds. A little after, thefe clouds turned 
luminous, or. reflected the light : The con-. 
tour or outlines of moift of them feemed to: 
be bordored with gold, others but with @ 
faint tincture thereof. It would be a very: 
dificult matter to defcribe all the beauties,: 
which thefe different colourings prefented to! 
the view: But the whole together formed 
the fineft profpedt I ever beheld of the kind. | 


[had my face turned to the Eaft; and in 
the little time the fun formed this decoration, 
he proceeded to hide himfelf more and more; | 
when fuficiently low, fo that the ie M4 | 

| 
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the earth could appéar on the convexity of 
“the clouds, there was obferved as if a veil, 
Aretched from North to South, had conceal- 
ed or removed the light from off that part of 
the clouds, which extended eaftwards, and 
“made them dark, without hindering their be-_ 
jing perfe@tly well diftinguithed ; fo that all 
Jon the fame line were partly luminous, partly 


dark. - 


This very year Thad a trong inclination 
to quit the Poft at the Natchez, where I had 
‘continued for eight years. I had taken that 
Jrefolution, notwithftanding my attachment 
‘|to that fettlement. I fold off my effects and 


went down to New Orleans, which I found 
greatly altered, by being entirely built. I in- 
‘\tended to return to Europe; but M. Perier, 
“the Governor, prefled me fo much, that I ac- 
cepted the infpection of the plantation of the 
Company; which, ina little time after, be- 
came the King’s. © 


a HE a Sr ORY 
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The War with the Chitimachas. TheCou) 
fpiracy of the Negroes againft th 
French. Their Execution. 4 


EFORE my arrival in Louifana, 3 

happened to be at war with the nation 0: 
the Chitimachas ; owing to one of that people: 
who. being gone to dwell in a bye-place oi. 
the banks of the A/i/fi/ipz, had aflaffinated M) 
de St. Come, a Miflionary of that Colony) 
who, in going down the river, imagined hi 
might in fafety retire into this man’s hut fo 


anight. M. de Biainville charged the whol) 
nation with this affaffination ; fee: in order te 
fave his own people, caufed them to be at! 
tacked by feveral nations in alliance with thi 


French. 


Prowefs is none of the greateft qualities o 
the Indians, much lefs of the Chitimachas 
They were therefore worfted, and the lofs 0. 
their braveft warriors conftrained them to fur 
for peace. This the Governor granted, on 
condition, that they brought him the head o 
the aflaflin; which they accordingly did, anc 
concluded a peace by the ceremony of thi 
Calumet, hereafter deferibed. | 
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> At the time the fuccours were expected 
from France, in order to deftroy the Natchez, 
} the Negroes formed a defign to rid themfelves 
of all the French at once, and to fettle in their 
room, by making themfelves mafters of the 
} Capital, and of all the property of the French. 
} It was difcovered in the following manner. 


__A female Negro receiving a violent blow - 
| from a French foldier, for refufing to obey 
} him, faid in her paffion, that the French fhould 
| not long infult Negroes. Some Frenchmeny . 
overhearing thefe threats, brought her before 
the Governor, who fent her to prifon. The 
Judge Criminal not being able to draw any 
thing out of her, I told the Governor, who 
-feemed to pay no great regard to her threats, 
that I was of opinion, that a man in liquor, 
and a woman in paffion, generally fpeak truth. 

It is therefore highly probable, faid I, that 
_ there is fome truth in what fhe faid: And if 
fo, there muft be fome confpiracy, ready to 
} break out, which cannot be formed without 
| many Negroes of the King’s plantation being 
accomplices therein: And if there are any, 1 
take upon me, faid I, to find them out, and 
| arreft them, if neceflary, without any diforder 
| or tumult, : 


mgr ere ree 
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The Governor and the whole Court ap-| 
proved of my reafons: I went that very even+ 
ing to the camp of the Negroes, and from hut, 
to hut, till I faw a light. In this hut I heard, 
them talking together of their fcheme. One 
of them was my firft commander and my; 
confidant, which furprized me greatly ; his) i 
name was Samba. 


I fpeedily retired for fear of being difcover- 
ed; and in two days after, eight Negroes, 
who were at the head of the confpiracy, were 
feparately arrefted, unknown to each other, 
and clapt in irons without the leaft tumult. 


‘The day after, they were put to the tor-| 
ture of burning matches ; which, tho’ feve- 
ral times repeated, could not bring them to. 
“make any confeffion. In the mean time I 


learnt, that Samba had, in his own country, 
been at the head of the revolt, by which the | 
French loft Fort Arguin; and when it was re- | 
covered again by M. Perier de Salvert, one of 
the principal articles of the peace was, that — 
this Negro fhould be condemned to flavery in 
America: That Samba, on his paflage, had — 
laid a fcheme to murder the crew, in order to | 


become mafter of the fhip; but that being 


difcovered, he was put in irons, in which he- | 


continued, tillhe landed in Louz/ana, 


I drew 


Eo a 
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I drew up a memorial of all this; which 
was read before Samba by the Judge Cri- 
minal ; who, threatening him again with the 
torture, told him, he had ever been a fedi- 
tious fellow: Upon which Samba diredtly 
owned all the circumftances of the confpiracy 3 
and the reft, being confronted with him, con- 
fefled alfo: After which,* the eight Negroes 
were condemned to be broke alive on the 
wheel, and the woman to be hanged before 
their eyes ; which was accordingly done, and 
prevented the confpiracy from taking effect, 
i. | 


PRS OE PI EN 
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C.H AP. XH, 


The War of the Natchez. Moffacre of} 
the French i# 17209. Extirpation | of 
the Natchez im 1730. 


I N the beginning of the month of Decem- 

ber 1729, we heard at New Orleans, with? 
the moft affeGting grief, of the maffacre of 
the French at the Poft of the Natchez, occa- 
fioned by the imprudent conduct of the Com-> 
mandant. I fhall trace that whole affair from, 
its firft rife, 


The Sieur de Chopart had been Command- 
ant of the Poft of the Natchez, from which \ 
he was removed on account of fome a&s of 
injultice. M. Perier, Commandant General, | 
but lately arrived, fuffered himfelf to be pre- \ 
pofleffed in his favour, on his telling him | i 
that he had commanded that Poft with ap- 
plaufe: And thus he obtained the command | 
from M. Perier, who was unacquainted with 4 
his character. 


This new Commandant, on taking poffefe 
fion of his Poft, projeéted the forming one of ; 
the moft eminent fettlements of the whole 

Colony: | 
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‘Colony. For this purpofe he alae alf 
‘the grounds, unoccupied by the French : But 
could not find any thing that came up to the 
erandeur of his views. Nothing but the vil- 
lage of the White Apple, a {quare league at 
leaft in extent, could give him fatisfaction 3. 
where he immediately refolved to fettle. This 
eround was diftant from the Fort about two 
leagues. Conceited with the beauty of his 
project, the Commandant fent for the Sun of 
that village to come to the Fort. 


_ The Commandant, upon his arrival at the 
Fort, told him, without further ceremony, 
that he muft look out for another ground to 


build his village on, as he himfelf refolved, as 
foon as poffible, to build on the village of the 
| Apple; that he muft directly clear the huts, 
and retire fomewhere elfe. “Fhe better to — 
cover his defign, he gave out, that it was ne= 
ceflary for the French to fettle on the banks 
of the rivulet, where ftood the Great Village, 
and the abode of the Grand Sun. ‘The Com- 
mandant, doubtlefs, fuppofed that he was 
{peaking to a flave, whom we may command 
in a tone of abfolute authority. But he knew 
not, that the natives of Louifiana are fuch 
_ enemies to’a ftate of flavery, that they prefer 
ee itfelf thereto; above all, the Suns, ac- 


ve 


cuftomed 
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cuftomed to govern defpotically, have fill 
greater averfion to it. 


The Sun of the Apple thought, that if he was) 
talked to in a reafonable manner, he mighty 
liftten to him: In this he had been nght, had, 
he to deal witha reafonable perfon. He theres, 
fore made anfwer, that his anceftors had lived: 
in that village for as many years as there were! 
hairs in his double cue, and therefore i 
was good, that they fhould continue there 


ftill. 


Scarce had the interpreter explained this an- 
{wer to the Commandant, but he fell into a: 
paffion, and threatned the Sux, if he did not” 
quit his village in afew days, he might re-" 
pent it. The Sun replied; when the French 
came to afk us for lands to fettle on, they 
_told us, there was land enough ftill unoc-" 
_cupied, which they might take; the fame fun" 
would enlighten them all, and all would walk 
in the fame path. He wanted to proceed far- 2 
ther in juftification of what he alleged ; but | 

| 


the Commandant, who was ina paffion, told 
him, he was refolved to be obeyed, without © 
any further reply. “The Suz, without difco- 
-vering any emotion or paffion, withdrew, 

' 


only faying, he was going to aflemble the | 
old | 


| 
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{d men of his village, to hold a Council on 
Hhis affair. 


He actually affembled them: And in this 
Vouncil it was refolved to reprefent to the 
‘ommandant, that the corn of all! the people 
f their village was already fhot a little out 
if the earth, and that all the hens were lay- 
ihg their eggs; that if they quitted their vil- 
ge at prefent, the chickens and corn would 
}: loft both to the French and to themfelves ; 
3 the French were not numerous enough to 
Yecd all the corn, they had fown in their 
=) AR Saga 


| This refolution taken, they fent to propofe 


to the Commandant, who reje&ted it with 
menace to chaftife them, if they did not o- 
ey in a very fhort time, which he prefixed. 


|) The Sua reported this anfwer to his Coun- 
1}, who debated the queftion, which was — 
Jnotty. But the policy of the old men was, 
vat they fhould propofe to the Commandant, 
}> be allowed to ftay in their village till har- 
Veft, and till they had time to dry their corn, 
Jad thake out the grain; on condition each 
jut of the village fhould pay him in fo many 
Viocons (months,) which they agreed on, a 
Jafket of corn and a fowl; that this Com- 
1. Cee, mandant 
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mandant appeared to be a man highly felft 
interefted, and that this propofition. would bi 
a means of gaining time, till they fhould 
take proper meafures to withdraw themfelve} 
from the tyranny of the French. : 


‘The Sun returned to the Commandant ani 
propofed to pay him the tribute I juft meni 
tioned, if he waited till the firft colds, (win. 
ter ;) that then the corn would be gathere\, 
in, and dry enough to fhake out the grain, 
that thus, they would not be expofed to lof, 
their corn, and die of hunger: That th, 
Commandant himfelf would find his accoun, 
in it, and that as foon as any corn was thake, 
out, they fhould bring him fome. 


The avidity of the Gommandant made hin 
accept the propofition with joy, and blinded hin’ 
with regard to the confequences of his tyranny 
He, however, pretended, that he agreed ti 
the offer out of favour, to doa sleafite to: 
nation fo beloved, and who had ever beer 
good friends of the French. ‘The Sun appear: 
ed highly fatisfied to have obtained a delay 
fufficient for taking the precautions, neceflary 
to the fecurity of the nation ; for, he was by 
no means the dupe of the feigned benevo! 
lence of the Commandant. 
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} The Sun, upon his return, caufed the 

Council to be affembled; told theold men, 
‘Vhat the French Commandant had acquiefced 
n the offers which he had made him, and 
}yranted the term of time they demand- 
ted. He then laid before them, that it was 
}neceffary, wifely to avail themfelves of this 
‘ime, in order to withdraw themfelves from 
the propofed payment and tyrannic domina- 
on of the French, who grew dangerous in 
}roportion as they multiplied. ‘That the Nat- 
ez ought to remember the war, made upon 
hem, in violation of the Peace concluded 
petween them: That this war having been 
nade upon their village alone, they ought to 
Hronfider of the fureft means to take a juft and 
i bloody vengeance: That this enterprize be- 
Ing of the utmoft confequence, it called for 
ynuch fecrecy, for folid meafures, and for 
nuch policy: That thus it was proper to ca-= 
Hole the French Chief more than ever: That 
his affair required fome days to reflect on, be- 
fore they came to a refolution therein, and be- 
fore it fhould be propofed to the Grand Sun 
and his Council: That at prefent they had 
Jonly to retire; and in a few days he would af- 
Memble them again, that they might then de- 
‘jtermine the part they were to act. 


Ta 
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In five or fix days he brought togethey | 
the old men, who in that interval were con4 
fulting with each other: which was the rea4) 
fon, that all the fuffrages were unanimous in 
the fame and only means of obtaining the end), 
they propofed to themfelves, which was thd, 
entire deftruction of the French in this prot. 
vince. | 


‘The Sux, feeing them all aflembled, faid} 
“* You have had time to refle@ on the propo+! 
** fition I made you: and fol imagine, you: 
<6 will foon fet forth the beft means, how’ 
‘to get rid of your bad neighbours with' 
** out hazard.” ‘The Sun having done fpeak-: 
ing, the oldeft rofe up, faluted his Chief alter 
his manner, and faid to him: 


<< We have a long time been fenfible, that, 
<< the neighbourhood of the French is a greater 
~*¢ prejudice than benefit to us: we, who atc 
** old men, fee this; the young fee it not. 
<< The wares of the French yield _pleafure to 
the youth ; but in effect to what purpofe i 


u 


*< all this, but to debauch the young women, 
<¢ and taint the blood of the nation, and make, 
¢ them vain and idle? The young men are in 
<¢ the fame cafe; and the married muft work 
“¢ themfelves to death to maintain their fami- 
‘¢ lies, and pleafe their children. Before the. 


6< French : 
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* French came amongtft us, we were men, con- 
'1* tent with what we had, and that was fuffici- 
ent: we walked with boldnefs every road, 
becaufe we were then our own-mafters: but 
now we go. groping, atraia ‘Or meeting 
‘ thorns, we walk like flaves, which we {hall 
foon be, fince the Frénch already treat us as 
if we were fuch. When they are fufficiently 
ftrong, they will no longer diffemble. For 
the leaft fault of our young people, they will 
“ tie them to a poft, and whip them, as they 
|‘ do their black flaves. Have they not already 
* done fo to one of our young men; and is 
h1* not death preferable to flavery !” 


Here he paufed a while, and after taking 
\preath, proceeded thus: 


<¢ What wait we for? Shall we fuffer the 
1)‘ French to multiply, till we are no longer in 
'¥* a condition to oppofe their efforts? What 
6 will the other nations fay of us, who pafs 
'\* for the moft ingenious of all the Red-men ? 
* They will then fay, we. have lefs under- 
‘** ftanding than other people. Why then 
* wait we any longer? Let us fet ourfelves 
*¢ at liberty, and fhow we are really men, who 
* can be fatished with what we have. From 
\** this very day let us begin to fet about it, 
** order our women to get provifions ready, 
| “¢ without 
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‘* without telling them the reafon; go ang 
*¢ carry the Pipe of Peace to all the nationg 
“* of this country; make them fenfible, that’ 
“* the French, being ftronger in our neighbour-) 
<¢ hood than elfewhere, make us, more than! 
** others, feel, that they want to enflave us;|_ 
‘¢ and when become fufficiently ftrong, will, 
** in like manner, treat all the nations of the 
“ country; that it is their intereft to prevent), 
** fo great a misfortune ; and for this purpofe, 
** they have only to join us, and cut off 
“* the french to a man, in one day and one 
*‘ hour; and the time to be that, on which 
““the term prefixed and obtained of the 
** French Commandant, to carry him the 
“* contribution agreed on, -is expited ; the. 
Senet to be the quarter of the day (nine in, 
“ the morning ;) and then feveral warriors to, ! 


* go and carry him the corn, as the beginning , | 


“of their feveral payments, alfo carry with | 
“* them their arms, as if going out to hunt:! 


“¢ and that to every Frenchman in a French: | 


cc ee) there fhall be two or three Natchea ; i 


© to afk to borrow arms and ammunition, 
| 


“* for a general hunting-match, on account ' 


“* of a great feaft, and to promife to bring | 


! 


q 


“¢ them meat; the report of the firing at the 
«& Commandant s, to be the fignal to fall at: 
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‘ once upon, and kill the French : That then 
') we fhall be able to prevent thofe, who may 
“come from the old French village, (New 
'+ Orleans) by the great water (AZi/i/ipi) ever 
i¥ to fettle here.” 


i 


He added, that after apprizing the other 
Jations of the neceffity of taking that violent 
skep, a bundle of rods, in number equal to 
hat they fhould referve for themfelves, fhould 
e left with each nation, expreflive of the 
umber of days that were to precede that on 
ivhich they were to flrike the blow at one and 
he fame time. And to avoid miftakes, and 
Ho be exaét in pulling out a rod every day, 


\|nd breaking and throwing it away, it was 
\eceflary to give this in charge to a perfon of 


‘irudence. Here he ceafed and fat down: 


Vhey all approved his counfel, and were to a 
‘nan of his mind. 


| The proje& was in like manner approved 

of by the Sun of the “pple: The bufinefs was 
jo bring over the Grand Sun, with the other 
‘Petty Suns, to their opinion; becaufe all the 
Princes being agreed as to that point, the na- 
ion would all to a man implicitly obey. 
They however took the precaution to forbid 
Apprizing the women thereof, not excepting 
the female Suns, (Princeffes,) or giving thes 
| the 
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the leaft fufpicion of their defigns againtt thd 
French. 


The Sun of the Apple was a man of 2004, 
abilities ; by which means he eafily brough) 
over the Grand Sun to favour his fcheme, he 


being a young man of no experience in th¢ 
world ; and having no great correfpondencg) 
with the French: He was the mere eafily 
gained over, as all the Suns were agreed, that 
the Sun of the Apple was a man of folidity: 
and penetration; who having repaired to the 
Sovereign of the nation, apprized him of the 
neceffity of taking that ftep, as in time himfel, 


would be forced to quit his own village ; alfc 


aM 
9" 


of the wifdom of the meafures concerted, fuct 
as even afcertained fuccefs; and of the dange: 
to which his youth was expofed, with neigh. 
bours fo enterprizing; above all, with the 
prefent French Commandant; of whom thc 
inhabitants, and even the foldiers complain., 
ed: That as long as the Grand Sun, his 4 
ther, and his uncle, the Stung Serpent, lived, 
the Commandant of the Fort durft never un,, 
dertake any thing to their detriment ; becaul. 
the Grand Chiée of the French, who refides| 
at their great village (New Orleans,) had a 
love for them: But that he, the Grand Sun, 
being unknown to the French, and but a youth, 

3 is 
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jould be defpifed. In fine, that the only means 
'» preferve his authority, was to rid himfelf 
lf the French, by the method, and with the. 
recautions, projected by the old men. 


The refult of this converfation was, that 
Jn the day following, when the Suns fhould 
hi the morning come to falute the Grand Sun, 
le was to order them to repair to the Sun of 
ne Apple, without taking notice of it to any 
‘Ine. This was accordingly executed, and the 
sducing abilities of the Sun of the “pple drew 
lll the Suns into his fcheme. In confequence 
f which they formed a Council of Sums and 
zed Nobles, who all approved of the defign : 
ind then thefe aged Nobles were nominated 
Meads of Embaffies to be fent to the feveral 
iMations; had aguard of Warriors to accom- 
any them, and on pain of death, were dif- 
barged from mentioning it to any one what- 
‘Wer. This refolution taken, they fet out 
erally at the fame time, unknown to the 
'yench. 


_Notwithftanding the profound fecrecy ob- 
arved by the Natchez, the Council held by 
ne Suns.and aged Nobles gave the people un- 
afinefs, unable as they were to penetrate into 
ne matter. The female Suns (Princefles) had 
lone in this Nation a right to demand, why 
Boveee. 1, 5s iat they 


io. 6 uTLHE;S HAS TORY 
they were kept in the dark in this affair. Thi | 
young Grand female Sun was a Princefs fearcy 

eighteen : And none but the Stung Armya wo} 
man of great wit, and no lefs fenfible of it) 
could be offended, that nothing was difclofe¢ 

to her. In effect, the teftified her difpleafur} 

at this referve with refpect to herfelf, to he! 
fon ; who replied, that the feveral Deputa), 

tions were made, in order to renew theil: 
good intelligence with the other nations, t¢ 
whom they had not of along time fent all 
Embafly, and who might imagine themfelve! 
flighted by fuch a negleét.. This feigned ex’ 
cufe feemed to appeafe the Princefs, but no’ 
quite to rid her of all her uneafihefs ; which, or 
the contrary, was heightened, when, on the 
return of the Embuafiés: fhe faw the Suns at: 
femble in fecret Council together with the De. 
puties, to learn what reception they met with | 
whereas ordinarily they aflembled in public. 


At this the female Sa was filled with rage: 
which would have openly broke out, had not 
her prudence fet bounds to it: Happy it wa: 
for the French, fhe imagined herfelf neglected 
For I am perfuaded the Colony owes its pre- 
fervation to the vexation of this woman rather | 
than. to any remains of affection fhe enter- | 
tained for the French, as fhe was now far ad- 

vanced: 


__In order to get to the bottom of the fecret, 
The prevailed on her fon to accompany her on 
\. vifit to a relation, that lay fick at the vil- 
jage of the Afzal; and leading him the longeft 
|way about, and moft retired, took occafion 
'o reproach him with the fecrecy he and the 
pther Suns obferved with regard to her, infifting 
with him on her right as-a mother, and her 
privilege as a Princefs: Adding, that tho’ all 
the world, and herfelf too, had told him he was 
he fon of a Frenchman, yet her own blood 
Iwas much dearer to her than that of ftran- 
pers 5 that he needed not apprehend fhe would 
ever bettay him to the French, againit whom, 
aid fhe, you are plotting. 


. Her fon, ftung with thefe reproaches, told 
per, it was unufual to reveal what the old 
men of the Council had once refolved upon ; 
Pledging, he himfelf, as being Grand Suz, 
ipught to ict a good example in this refpedt ; 
What the affair was concealéd frorn the Prin- 
‘iefs his confort as well as from her ; and that 
tho’ he was the fon of a Frenchman, this pave 
Jno miftruft of him to the other Suns. But 
pecing; fays he, you have euefled the whole. 
| * 12 affair, 


q 
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affair, I need not inform you farther; yo 
know as much as f do myfelf, only hold you) 
tongue. — | 


She was in no pain, fhe replied, to knov) 
apainft whom he had taken his precautions 
But as it was againft the French, this was thi 
very thing that made her apprehenfive he ha ; 
not taken his meafures aright in order to fury 
prize them; as they were a people of grea)’ 
penetration, tho’ their Commandant had none’ 
That they were brave, and could bring ove}, 
by their prefents, all the Warriors of the 0, 
ther nations ; and had refources, which i 
Red-men were without. 


ann as to the meafures taken : Phat qt 
the Nations had heard and approved their pro-, : 
ject, and promifed to fall upon the French in 
their neighbourhood, on the fame day with 
the Natchez : That the ChaGfaws took upon 
them to deftroy all the French lower down and| 
along the Aii/ifipi, up as far as the Tonicas;. 
to which laft people, he faid, we did not fend, 
as they and the Qumas are too much wedded, 
to the French; and that it was better to in-| 
volve both thefe nations in the fame general 


Euston with the French, He at laft told 
her, 
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ner, the bundle of rods eH in the temple, on 
he flat timber. 


ey Phe. Stung 4rm being informed of the whole 
: lef ign, pretended to approve of it, and leaving 
rer fon at eafe, henceforward was only follie 
zitous how fhe might defeat this barbarous 
‘efign: The time was prefling, and the term 
prefixed for the execution was almoft expired. 


| This woman, unable to bear to fee the 
(French cut off toa man in one day by the 
confpiracy of the natives, fought how to fave 
\the greateft part of them: For this purpofe 
fhe bethought herfelf of acquainting fome 
| |young women therewith, who loved the French, 


enjoining them never to tell, from whom they 
had*their information. 


| She herfelf defired a foldier fhe met, to go 
and tell the Commandant, that the Natchez 
had lof their fenfes, and to defire him to be 
| upon his guard : That he need only make the 
‘Vfmalleft repairs poffible on the Fort, in pre- 
fence of fome of them, in order to fhew his 
miftrut ; ; when all their refolutions and bad 
defigns would vanith and fall to the ground. 


The foldier faithfully performed his com-. 
miffion: But the Commandant, far from 
) giving credit to the information, or availing 
a He himfelf 
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himfelf thereof ; or diving into, and inform}, 
ing himfelf of the grounds of it, treated thd, 
foldier as a coward and a vifionary, caufec : 
him to be clapt in irons, and faid, he would! 
never take any ftep towards repairing th¢! 
Fort,. or. putting himfelf on his guard, as the) 
Natchez would then imagine, he was a mati 
of no refolution, and was ftruck with a meted 
panick. | 


The Stang Arm fearing a difcovery, not} 
withftanding her utmoift precaution, and the! 
fecrecy fhe enjoined, repaired to the temple, 
and pulled fome rods out of the fatal bun-i 
dle: Her defign was to haften, or forward! 
the term prefixed, to the end, that fuch) 
Frenchmen, as efcaped the. maffacre, might! 
apprize their countrymen, many of whom’ 
had informed the Commandant; who clapt'| : 
feven of them in irons, treating them as cow-" 
ards on that account. i 


ie 


The female Suz, feeing the term ap- | 
proaching, and many of thofe punifhed, 
whom fhe had charged to acquaint the Go- ] 
vernor, refolved to fpeak to the Under-‘ 
Lieutenant ; but to no better purpofe, the’ 
Ee paying no greater regard to* 
him than to the common foldiers. 


Notwith- (| 
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Notwithftanding all thefe informations, 
the Commandant went out the night before 
jon a party of pleafure, with fome other 
Frenchmen, to the Grand Village of the 
“Natchez, without returning to the Fort till 
\break of day ; where he was no fooner come, 
Jbut he had preffing advice to be upon his 

gpard. | 


The Commandant, ftill fluftered with his 
Jlaft night’s debauch, added imprudence to his 
ncgle& of thefe laft advices ; and ordered his 
(Interpreter inflantly to repair to the Grand 
Village, and demand of the Grand Sun, 
‘whether he intended, at the head of his War- 
riors, to come and kill the French, and to 


bring him word dire€tly. The Grand Sun, 
tho’ but a young man, knew how to diffem- 
ble, and fpoke in fuch a manner to the In- _ 
terpreter, as to give full fatisfa€tion to the - 
Commandant, who valued himfelf on his 
contempt of former advices: He then re= 
paired to his houfe, fituate below the Fort. 


oe 


oL he ee had too well taken their 
Gneafures, to be difappointed in the fuccefs 
thereof. The fatal moment was at laft come. 
The Natchez fet out.on the Eve of St. 4n-+ 
drew, 1729, taking care to bring with them 
_ one of the lower fort, armed with a wooden 
| H 4 hatchet, 
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hatchet, in order to knock down the Com 
mandant *: They had fo high a contempt. 
for him, that no Warrior would deign, 

to kill him. The houfes of the French fill! 

ed with enemies, the Fort in like manner | 
with the natives, who entered in at the gate 
and breaches, deprived the foldiers, without: 
officers, or even a ferjeant at their head, of 
the means of felf-defence. In the mean time) 
the Grand Sun arrived, with fome Warriors 
loaded with corn, in appearance as the firft! 
payment of the contribution; when feveral H 
fhot were fired. As this Grad was the fig 


nal, feveral fhot were heard at the fame in- ] 
Aare Then at length the Commandant | 
faw, but too late, his folly : He ran into his 


garden, whither he was purfued and killed. . 


‘This mafflacre was executed every where at 


the fame time. Of about feven hundred! 
perfons, but few efcaped to carry the dread. 


ful news to the Capital ; on receiving which | 
the Governor and Council were fentibly af ! 


fected, and orders were difpatched every | 


where to put people on their guard. 


The other Indians were difpleafed at the. 
conduct of the Natchez, i imagining he had 


* Others fay he was fhot: But neither account can be 1 


PP 


alcertained, as no Frenchman prefent efcaped. 
forwarded 


‘ 


| 
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forwarded the term agreed on, in order to 
make them ridiculous, and propofed to take 
vengeance the firft opportunity, not know- 


ing the true caufe of the preskation of the 
Natchez. 


| After they had cleared the fort; warehoufe, 
and other houfes, the Natchez fet them all on: 
fire, not leaving a fingle building ftanding. 


The Yazeus, who happened: to be at that: 
very time on an Embafly to the Natchez, 
were prevailed on to deftroy the Poft of the 
¥azous ; which they failed not to effeét fome 
jdays after, making themfelves mafters of the 

Fort, under colour. of paying avifit, as u-- 
)fual, and knocking all the pean on. the: 
head.. 


_M. Perzer, Governor of Lauifiana, was then: 
taking the proper fteps to be avenged: He: 
fent M. /e Sueur to the Chaéfaws, to engage 
them on: our fide againft the Natchez; in: 
which he fucceeded without any difficulty. ' 
The reafon of their readinefs to enter into. 
this defign was not then underftood, it be-_ 
ing unknown that. they were concerned in 
the plot of the Natchez to deftroy ail the. 
|French, and that it was. only to be avenged: 
of ih Natchez, who had taken the fare of 


Py Hs them,, 
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them, and not given them a fufficient fhare | 
of the booty. j 


M. de Loubsis, King’s Lieutenant, was | 
nominated to be at the head of this expedi- |; 
tion: He went up the river with a fmall} 
army, and arrived at the Tonicas. The Chac- |: 
taws at length arrived in the month of Fea : 
bruary near the Natchez, to the number of ji 
fifteen or fixteen hundred, men, with M. | 
Sueur at their head ; whither M. de Loubais » 
came the March following. t 


The army encamped near the ruins of the | 
old French fettlement ; and after refting five | 
days there, they marched to the enemys i 
Fort, which was a league from thence. 


After opening the trenches and firing for | 


Nf 


fevera]l days upon the fort without any great 
effet, the French at laft made their approach ° 
fo near as to frighten the enemy, who fent i 
to ofer to releafe all the French women and ' 
children, on the condition of obtaining a - 
lafting peace, and of being fuffered to live ' 
peaceably on their ground, without being » 
driven from thence, or molefted for the . 


ture ¢ 
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 M. de Leubois affured them of peace on 
their own terms, if they alfo gave up the 
| French, who were in the fort, and all the 
| Negroes they had taken belonging to the 
French; and if they agreed to deftroy the 
| fort by fire. - The Craith Sun accepted thefe 
| conditions, provided the French General 
fhould promife, he would neither enter the 
fort with the French, nor fuffer their auxilia- 
ries to enter; which was accepted by the 
General ; who fent the ete We to receive all 
| 


the flaves. 


The Natchez, highly pleafed to have gain- 

ed time, availed themfelves of the follow- 

ing night, and went’ out of the fort, with 

j their wives and children, loaded with their 
] baggage and the French plunder, leaving no- 
‘thing but the cannon and ball behind. 


 M. de Loubois was ftruck with amazement - 
at this efcape, and only thought of retreats 
ing to the landing-place, in order to build 
a fort there: But firft is was neceflary to 
recover the French out ofthe hands of the 
Chactaws, who infifted on a very high ran- 
fom. The matter was compromifed by 
means of the Grand Chief of the Yozzcas, 
| who prevailed on them to accept what M. 
\ a Aires was conftrained to offer them, to 

| : is Ges | fatisfy 
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fatisfy their avarice ; which they accordingly | ) 
accepted, and gave up’ the French flaves, on| 
promife of being paid as foon as poffible: || 
But they kept as fecurity a young Frenchman | 
and fome Negro flaves, whom they would). 
never part with, till payment was‘made, | 


M. de Loubois gave orders to build a tera | 
race-fort, far preferable toa ftoccado ; there | 
he left M. du Crenet, with an hundred and | 
twenty men. in garrifon, with cannon and: | 
ammunition ; after which he went down | 
the ALiffifipi to New Orleans. The Cha&aws,, | 
Tonicas, and other allies, returned’ home. 37> 


After the Natchez nad abandoned the fort,. 
it was demolifhed, and its piles, or ftakes; 
burnt. As. the Natchez. dreaded both the 
vengeance of the French, and the infolence: 4 
of the Chactaws, that made them take the { 
refolution of efcaping in the night. 


‘A thort time after, a confiderable: party of a | 
the Natchez carried the Pipe of Peace to the: 
Grand. Chief of the Tonicas, under. pretence” | 
of concluding a peace with him and all the’ ° 
French, The Chief fent te M. Perier to know: | 
his pleafure: but the Natchez in the mean’ | 
time affafGnated the ide’ beginning with” 

their 
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: ‘their Grand Chief; and few of them efcaped’ 
this treachery. 


M. Perier,, Commandant General, zea- 
lous for the fervice,, neglected no means, 


_ whereby to difcover in what. part the Naf-_ 
chez had taken refuge.. And after many en- 


quiries, he was told, they had entirely quit-. 
ted the Eaft fide of the AU/ifip7, doubtlefs 
‘to avoid the troublefome and dangerous. vi-. 
fits of the Chaéfaws ; and in order to be 
‘more concealed from the French, had retired 


to the Weft of the Ad/i/ip:, near the Silver 


‘Creek, about fixty leagues from, the mouth, 
of the Red River.. 


 Thefe advices were certain: But the Com-. 
‘mandant General not thinking himfelf in a. 
condition fit to attack them without fuc-. 
‘cours, had applied for that purpofe to the 
Court ; and REC OIE were accordingly fent 
him. 


In the mean time the Company, who had; 
been apprized of the misfortune at the Poft. 
‘of the Natchez, and the loffes they had fuf-. 
tained by the war, gave up that Colony to 
the King, with the privileges annexed there- , 
to. ‘The Company at the fame time ceded’ 
to the King all that belonged’ to them in 
rf that. 


i 
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that Colony, as fortrefles, artillery, ammu|| 
nition, warehoufes, and plantations, with! 
the Negroes belonging thereto, In confel. 
quence of which, his Majefty fent one o}, 
his fhips, commanded by M. de Forant, whd 
brought with him M. de Salmont, Commit] } 
fary-General of the Marine, and Infpe&ol 
of Louifiana, in order to take pofleffion 
that Colony in the King’s name. 


f 


| 

I was continued in the infpeCtion of this. 
plantation, now become the King’s in 17 30 
as before. 


— 


[ 
M. Perier, who till then had been Com-| 


: 
mandant General of Louifiana for the Wap 
India Company, was now made Governor 
for the King ; and had the fatisfaGtion to fee 
his Broth, arrive, in one of the King’s | 
Ships, commanded by M. Perier de Salvert, i 
with the fuccours he demanded, which were 
an hundred and fifty foldiers of the marine, | 
This Officer had the title of Lieutenant Gee: 
neral of the Colony conferred upon him, — 


: 
i 
| 
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The Mefts Perier fet out with their ar | 


my, in very favourable weather ; and ae 
ved at lait, without obftruGion, near to t 
retreat of the Natchez. To get to that place, | 
HE went up the Red River, then the Black 

River, | 
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River, and from thence up the Silver Creek, 
which communicates with afmall Lake at no 
rreat diftance from the fort, which theNat- 
hex had built, in order to maintain their 
“vround againft the French. 


| The Natchez, ftruck with terror at. the 
ight of a vigilant enemy, fhut themfelyes up 
‘iin their fort. Defpair aflumed the place of 
| prudence, and they were at their wits end, 
‘on feeing the trenches gain ground on the 
Yort: They equip themfelves like Warriors, 
Jand ftain their bodies with different colours, 
iin order to make their laft efforts by a fally, 
which refembled a tranfport of rage more 
'|than the calmnefs of valour, to the terror, 
Jat firft, of the foldiers. bP seid 


The reception they met from our men, 
taught them, however, to keep themfelves 
Vfhut up in their fort; and tho’ the trench 
Jwas almoft finifhed, our Generals were im- 
patient to have the mortars put in a condi- 
tion to play on the place. Ai laft they are 
‘fet in battery ; when the third bomb hap- 
pened to fall in the middle of the fort, the 
ufual place of refidence of the women and 
) children, they fet up a horrible {creaming ; 
and the men, feized with grief at the cries 
ay - of 
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of their wives and children, made the fign i 
to capitulate. 1 


The Natchez, after demanding to. capitu: 
late, ftarted difficulties, which occafione, 
meflages to and fro till night, which the. 
waited to avail themfelves of, demanding ti! 
next day to fettle the articles of capitulatio t 
The night was granted them, but being nar} 
rowly watched on the fide next the gate!’ 
they could not execute the fame project o 
efcape, as in the war with M. de Loubois 
However, they attempted it, by taking ad: 
vantage of the obfcurity of the niglit, and o? 
the apparent ftillnefs of the French - But they | 
were difcovered in time, the greateft part be- | 
ing conftrained to retire into the fort, Some 
of them only happened to efcape, who join- 
ed thofe that were out a hunting, and all to- | 
gether retired to. the Chicafaws. The reft ! 
furrendered at difcretion, among whom was | 
the Grand Sun, and the female Suns, with 
feveral Warriors, many women, young peo- | 
ple, and children, , | 


} 
} 


it 
i 
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| 


The French army re-embarked, and carried | 
the Natchez as flaves to. New Orleans, where 
they were put in prifon; but afterwards, to 
avoid an infection, the women and children | 


were. : 


f 
f 
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) were difpofed of in the King’s plantation, 
and elfewhere ; among thefe women was the 
female Sun, called the Stung-Arm, who then 
-told me.all fhe had done, in order to fave 
ithe French, | 


Some time after, thefe flaves were em- 


barked for St. Domingo, in order to root out 


that nation in the Colony ; which was the 
only method of effecting it, as the few that 
efcaped had not a tenth of the women ne-_ 
veflary to recruit the nation, And thus that 
nation, the moft confpicuous in the Colony, 
and moft ufeful to the French, waa deftroy= 
od, i? 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. ei 


The War with the Chicafaws. Tbe fief 
Expedition by the river Mobile. Thd 
Jecond by the Mififipi. The War with) 
the Chactaws terminated by the pri. | 
dence of M. de Vaudreuil. 


“HE War with the Chicafaws was ow- 
ing to their having received and adopt. 

ed the Natchez: ‘Tho’ in this refpeé fl 
acted only according to an inviolable ufage’ 
and facred cuftom, eftablifhed among all the 
nations of North Dea ; that when a na- 


‘tion, weakened by war, retires for ‘thelter 
to another, who are willing to adopt them, 
and is purfued thither by their enemies, this 
is in effect to declare war againft the nation’ 
adopting. - 


But M. de Biainville, whether difpleamag | 
with this act of hofpitality, or lofing fight 
of this unalterable law, conftantly prevail-' 
ing among thofe nations, fent word to the” 
Chicafaws, to give up the Natchez. In an- | ) 
fwer to his demand they alledged, that the’ | 
Natchez having demanded to be incorporated © 
with them, were accordingly received and 

adopted ; | 
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i\dopted ; fo asnow to conftitute but one na- 
ion, or people, under the name of Chica- 
aws, that of Natchez being entirely abo- 
ifhed. Befides, added they, had Biainwille 
eccived our enemies, fhould we go to. de- 
iand them? or, if we did, would they be 
iven up? 


Notwithftanding this anfwer, M. de Bi- 
inville made ie preparations againft 
ne Chicafaws, fent off Captain le Blanc, with 
x armed boats under his commiand; on¢ 
| iden with gun-powder, the reft with goods, 
Vie whole allotted for the war againft the 
Poicafaws ; the Captain at the phe time 
Jarrying orders to M. d@’Artaguette, Com- 
jhandant of the Poft of the Iinsis, to’ pre- 
are to fet out at the head of all the troops, 
bhabitants and Jndians, he could march 
fom the dhnais, in order to be at the Chi- 
yaws the 10th of Afay following, as. the 
rovernor himfelf was to be there at the 
ime time. 


H 
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The Chicafaws, apprized of the warlike 
reparations of the French, refolved to guard 
1e Miffifipi, imagining they would op at- 
acked on that fide. In vain they attempted 
> furprize M, de Blanc’s convoy, which got 
{afe 
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fafe to the Aranfas, where the gon-powde} 
was left, for reafons no one can furmife, ° 


From thence he had no crofs accident td’ 
the //inots, at which place he delivered th 
orders the Governor had difpatched for M 
@’ Artaguette ; who finding a boat laden wit 
gun-powder, defigned for his Poft, and fo, 
the fervice of the war intended againft thq 
Chicafaws, \eft at the Arkanfas, fent off the 
fame day a boat to fetch it up; which on 
its return was attacked and taken by a party, 
of Chicafaws ; who killed all but M. du Ti} 
fenet, junior, and one Rofalie, whom they 
made flaves, ie | 


In the mean time, M. de Biainville wen 
by fea to Fort MZobile, where the Gran 
Chief of the Chaffaws waited for him, in, 
confequence of his engaging to join his 
Warriors with ours, in order to make wat 
upon the Chicafaws, in confideratiom of a 
certain quantity of goods, part to be paid 
down direétly, the reft at a certain time pre 
fixed. ‘The Governor, after this, returned’ 
to New Orleans, there to. wait the opens i 
of the campaign. 


M. de Biainville, on his return, made pre=" 
parations againft his own departure,, and that. 


afl 
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‘Df the army, confifting ef regular troops, 
ome inhabitants and free Negroes, and fome 
laves, all which fet out from New Orleans 
or Mobile; where, on the roth of March, 
1736, the army, together with the Chadtaws, 
jvas aflembled ; and where they refted till 
jhe 2d of April, when they began their 
Jaarch ; thofe from Mew Orleans taking their 
oute by the river Aodile, in thirty large 
oats and as many pettyaugers ; the /ndians 
Ly land, marching along the eaft bank of 
hat river; and making but fhort marches, 
hey arrived at Tombechec only the 20th of 
ril, where M. de Biainville caufed a fort 
jjo be built: Here he gave the Chadtaws 
Jhe reft of the goods due to them, and did 
jot fet out from thence till the 4th of AZay. 


VAll this time was taken up with a Council 
\f War, held on four foldiers, French and 
wifi, who had laid a fcheme to kill the 
Vommandant and garrifon, to carry off M, 
Vu Tifenet and Rofalie, who had happily made 
jacir efcape from the Chicafaws, and taken 
efuge in the fort, and to put them again 
Jato the hands of the enemy, in order to be 
Jetter received by them ; and to affift, and 
aew them how to make a proper defence 
gainft the French, and from thence to go 
wer to the Englifh of Carolina. 


| From 
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From the 4th of AZay, on which the arm) | 
fet out from Yombechec, they took twent|| 
days to come to the landing-place. Aftel 
landing, they built a very extenfive inclo| 
fure of palifadoes, with a fhed, as a covel| 
for the goods and ammunition: Then th) 
army pailed the night. On the 25th pow) 
der and ball were given out to the foldiers|| 
and inhabitants, the fick with fome ray! 
foldiers being left to guard this old fort o) 
fort. 


From this place to the fort of the Chica.’ 
jaws are feven leagues: This day the) 
‘marched five Pee and a half in two co: 


lumns and in file, acrofs woods. On the 
wings marched the Chaéfaws, to the num- 
ber Ae twelve hundred at leaft, commandeé 
by their Grand Chief. In the evening they 
encamped in a ERGO ficrdiniiens wit, 
wood. ; 


On the 26th of A/ay they marched to 2. 
enemy’s fort, acrofs thin woods ; and with 
water up to the waift, paffled over a rivulet, 
which traverfes a {mall wood; on coming) 
out of which, they entered a hae plain: In} 
this plain ftood the fort of the Chicafaws, | 
with a village defended by it. This fort is f-’ 
tuated on an eminence, with an ealy afcent ;|| 
around | 


iy di ftance towards the bottom, other huts, 


f defence: Quite clofe to the fort ran a 
ttle brook, which watered a part of the 
ain. 


| 
| 


The Chaéaws no fooner efpied the ene- 


Death- -cries, and inftantly flew to the fort : 
Mut their ardour flagged at a carabin-thot 
fom the place. The French marched in good 
rder, and got beyond a fmall wood, which 
bey left in their rear, within cannon-fhot 
\f the enemy’s fort, where an Exgli/h flag was 
fen flying. At the fame time four % Englifh- 
}@, coming from the huts, were feen to 
ie up the afcent, and enter the fort, where 


hh teir flag was fet up. 


$5 this, it was imagined, they would 

2 fummoned to quit the enemy's fort, 
id to furrender, as would in like man- 
vt the Chucfaws: But nothing of this 
as once propofed. The General gave or- 
‘rs to the Majors to form large detachments 
Peach of their corps, in onde to go and 
Ike the enemy’s fort. Thefe orders were in 
yt executed: Three large detachments 
ere made ; namely, one of grenadiers, one 


of 


i 
| 
| 
| 
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round it ftood feveral huts, and at a freat- 


| vhich appeared to have been put ina ftate 


ny’ s fort, than they rent the air with their. 
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of foldiers, and another of militia, or train} 1 
-pands; who, to the number of twelve hun} 
dred men advanced with ardour towards thi 
enemy’s fort, crying out aloud feveral times) 
Vive le Roi, as if already mafters of thi 
place ; which, doubtlefs, they imagined tt 
carry {word in hand; for in the whole army 
there was not a fingle iron tool to removt 
the earth, and form the attacks. 


q 
The reft of the army marched in. battle 
array, ten men deep ; mounted the eminenci: 
whereon the fort ftood, and, being come’ 
there, fet fire to fome huts, with wilds fr 
thrown at the ends of darts ; but the fing 


ftifled the army. |: 


‘The regular troops marched in front, anc 
the militia, or train-bands, in rear, accord: 
ing to rule. Thefe train-bands made a quar: 
ter turn to right and left, with the intent. t 
go and inveft the place. But M. de Fufan 
Aid-major of the troops, ftopt fhort thei’ 
ardor, and fent them to their proper “poft, ' 
referving for his own corps the glory of car: 
rying the place, which continued to make ¢ 
brifk defence. Biainville remained at the 
quarters of referve ; where he obferved what 
would be the iffue of the attack, than whict 


none could be more difadvantageous. ~ 


} 
/ 
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Both the regulars and inhabitants, or train- 


yands gave inftances of the greateft valour: 
3ut what could they do, open and expofed as 
jhey were, againft a fort, whofe ftakes or 


wooden pofts were a fathom in compafs, and 


heir joinings again lined with other pofts, 


imoft as big? From this fort, which was 
vell garrifoned, iflued a fhower of balls; 
vhich would have mowed down at leaft half 
he affailants, if directed by men, who knew 
low tofire. “The enemy were under cover 
rom all the attacks of the French, and could 
iave defended themfelves by their loop-holes. 


3efides, they formed a gallery of flat pallifa- 
loes quite round, covered with earth, which 
creened it from the effects of grenadoes. In 
his manner the troops lavifhed their ammu- 
ition againft the wooden polts, or ftakes, of 
he enemy’s fort, without any other effect, 


Jhan having thirty-two men killed, and almoft 


eventy wounded; which laft were carried to 


Jhe body of referve ; from whence the Gene- 
Jal, feeing the bad fuccefs of the attack, or- 
Jered to beat the retreat, and fent a large de- 


achment to favourit. It was now five in the 
vening, and the attack had been begun at helf 


}n hour after one. The troops rejoined the body 
}f the army, without being able to carry off 


Vet. I. ies their 
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their dead, which were left on the field of bat+ 


| 


tle, expofed to the rage of the enemy. 


After taking fome refrefhment, they di 
rectly fortified themfelves, by felling trees, ir 
order to pafs the night fecure from the infults : 

of the enemy, by being carefully on thei) 
guard. Next day it wasobferved, the enemy ’ 
had availed themfelves of that night to demo! 
lith fome huts, where the French, during the 
attack, had put themfelves under cover, it) 
erder from thence to batter the fort. | 


On the 27th, the day efter the attack, thi. 
army began its march, and lay at a eam 
from the enemy. The day following, at: 
league from the landing-place, whither the’, 
arrived next day. The French embarked fo 
Fort Mobile, and from thence for the Capi 
tal, from which each ‘returned to his ow!) 


home. 


A little time after, a ferjeant of the garti 
“fon of the Iinois arrived at New Orleans 


1 
; 


“who reported, that, in confequence of th 
General’s orders, M. d’Artaguette had take ' 
his meafures fo well, that on the 9th of Mi 
hé arrived with his men near the Chicafaw: 
fent out fcouts to difcover the arrival of th 
» Frenc | 

| 


| 


i screeds ERR TSE 
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French army ; which he continued to do till 
the 20th: That the /zdians in alliance. hear- 
ing no accounts of the French, wanted either 
to return home, or to attack the Chicafaws 5 
which laft M. a’ Artaguette refolved upon, on 
the 21ft, with pretty good fuccefs at firft, 
having forced the enemy to quit their village 
and fort: That he then attacked another vil- 
lave with the fame fuccefs; hut that purfuing 
the runaways, M. d’Artaguette had received 
two wounds, which ‘the Jndians finding, re- 
folved to abandon that Commandant, with 
forty-fix foldiers’ and two ferjeants, who -de- 
fended their Commandant all that day, but 
were at laft obliged to furrenders; that they 
were well ufed by the enemy, who under- 
Handing that the French were in their coun- 
try, prevailed on M. ad’ Arteguetz? to write to 
the General ; but that this deputation having 
hadino fuccefs, and learning: that the French 
were retired, and defpairing of any ranfom 
for their flaves, put them to death by a flow 
fire. The ferjeant added, he had the happi- 


l 
if 


JneGS to fall into the hands of a good mafter, 
}who favoured his efcape to Afedile. 


M. de Biainville, defirous to take venge-_ 


Hance of the Chicafaws, wrote to France for 


ioe {uccours, 
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fuccours, which the Court fent, ordering alt | 
the Colony of Canada to fend fuccours. tt 
the mean time M.. de Biainville fent off | 
large detachment for the river St. Francis, i q 
order to build a fort there, called alfo & 
Francis. 


The fquadron, which brought the fuccou | 
from France being arrived, they fet out, bj 
going up the AZi/i/ipz, for the. fort that hai 
been juft built. This army confifted of Ma, 
tines, of the troops of the Colony, of fever¢, 
Inhabitants, many Negrces, and fome Indi, 
ans, our allies; and being affembled in thi, 
place, took water again, and {lil proceeded u, 
‘ the AGfipi to alittle river called AZargot; 
near the Cliffs called Prud’homme, and ther, 
‘the whole army landed. They encampe;, 
ona fine plain, at the foot of a hill, abou 

fou 


cazerns, and a warehoufe for the acaall Thi 
fort was called Afumption, from the day ol! 
which they landed. 


They had waggons and fledges made, an 
the roads cleared for tranfporting cannon) 
ammunition, and other neceflaries for form 
ing 
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ng aregular fiege. There and then it was 
he fuccours from Canada arrived, confifting, 
Vf French, Iroquois, Hurons, Epifingles, Al- 
onquins, and ether nations: And foon after 
rived the new Commandant of the J/linors, 
vith the garrifon, inhabitants, and neigh- 
Jouring Indians, all that he could bring toge- 
her, with a great number of horfes. 


This formidable army, confifting of fo 
nany different nations, the greateft ever {een, 
ind perhaps that ever will be feen, in thofe 
yarts, remained in this camp without under- 
Jaking any thing, from he month of Augu/? 
1.739 to the March following. Provifions, 
Which at firft were in great picnty, came at 
Jat to be fo fearce, that they were obliged to 
Jat the horfes which were to draw the artil- 
| ery; ammunition, and provifions : Afterwards 
Jicknefs raged in the army. M. de Biainville, 
‘Who hitherto had attempted nothing againft 
Vhe Chicafaws, refolved to have -recourfe to 
jnild methods. He therefore detached, about 
Jhe 15th of March, the company of Cadets, 
With their Captain, M. de Ce/oron, their Lieu- 
Jenant, M. de St. Laurent, and the Indians, 
who came with them from Canada, againft 
he Chicafaws, with orders to offer peace to 
‘hem in his name, if they fued for it. 

[3 What 
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What the General had forefeen, failed not ' 
to happen. As foon as the Chicafaws faw the 
French, followed by the Indians of Canada, |, 
they doubted not in the leaft, but the reft of 
that numerous army would foon follow: And | 
they no fooner faw them approach, but they | 
made fignals of peace, and came out of theif | 
fort in the mot humble manner, expofing | 
themfelves to all the confequences that might 
enfue, in order to obtain peace. They fo- 
lemnly protefted that they actually were, and | 
would continue to be inviolable friends of the | 
french; that it was the Englif>, who pre- 
vailed upon them to act in this manner; but | 
that they had fallen out with them on this | 
account, and at that very time had two of / 
that nation, whom they made flaves; and : 
that the French might go and fee whether | 
they {poke truth. 


, 
M. de St. Laurent afked to go, and at- 
cordingly went with a young flave: But he » 
might have had reafon to have repented it, i 
had not the men been more prudent than the | 
women, who demanded the head of the . 
Frenchman: But the men, after confulting . 
together, were refolved to fave him, in or . 
der to obtain peace of the French, on giving » 
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up the two Englifhmen. The women milk 
fearce any thing near fo much as the men ; 
'thefe laft are either flain in battle, or put to 
death by their enemies ; whereas the women 
‘at worft are but flaves; and they all per- 
feetly well know, that the /rdian women are 
far better off when flaves to the French, than 
if married at home. M. de St. Laurent, 
J highly pleafed with this difcovery, promifed 
| them peace in the name of M. de Biainville 
Vand of all the French: After thefe affurances, 
they went’ all in a body out of the fort, to 
} prefent the Pipe to M. de Celeron, who ac- 
] cepted it, and repeated the fame promife. 


sevice eminem mm tes estan errs tema ai i ictana Rt tect 
ay es 


Ina few days after, he fet out with a 
| great company of Chica/aws, deputed-to carry 
_the Pipe to the French General, and deliver 
up the two Luzgli/bmen. When they came 
before M, de Biainville, they fell proftrate at 
his feet, and made him the fame protefta- 
_ tions of fidelity and friendfhip, as they had 
already made to M. de Celoron ; threw the 
blame on the Englifh; faid they were en- © 
tirely fallen out with them, and had taken 
thefe two, and put them in his hands, as 
enemies. They protefted, in the moft fo- 
| lemn manner, they would for ever be friends 
I 4 of 
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cf the French and of their friends, and ene-|_ 
mies of their enemies; in fine, that they), 
would make war on the Engli/h, if it was) ! 
thought proper, in order to fhew, that they 
renounced them as traitors. ] 


‘Thus ended the war with the Chicafaws,|, 
about the beginning of April, 1740. Made i 
Biainville dilmiffed the auxiliaries, after ma-|: 
king them prefents; razed the Fort A/um-\) 
ption, thought to be no longer neceflary,| 
and embarked with his whole army; and in) 
pafiing down, caufed the Fort Sv, Francist0} 
be demolifhed, as it was now become ufelefs;;| 
and he repaired to the Capital, after an ab- 
fence of more than ten months. 


Some years after, we had difputes — with i 

a part of the Chaé?taws, who followed the. 
interefts of the Red-Shoe, a Prince of that. 
nation, who in the firft expedition againtt . 
the Chuafaws, had fome difputes with the 
French. This Indian, more infolent than any. 
one of his nation, took a pretext to break | 
out, and commit feveral hoftilities againft i 
the French. M. de Vaudreuil, then Gover- | 
nor of Louifiana, being apprized of this, and , l 
of the occafion ‘eres ftricily forbad the , 
French to frequent that nation, and to 
truck — 


i 
i 


Fe 
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truck with them any arms or ammunition, 
n order to put a ftop to that diforder in a 


hort time, and without drawing the fword. 


M. de Vaudreuil, after taking thefe pre- 
‘autions, fent to demand of the Grand Chief 
of the whole nation, whether, like the Red- 
Shoe, he was alfo difpleafed with the French. 
de made anfwer, he was their friend: But 
hat the Red-Shoe was a young man, with- 
vut underftanding. Having returned this an- 
wer, they fent him a prefent: But he was 
reatly furprized to find neither arms, pow- 
ler, nor ball in this prefent, at a time when 
hey were friends as before. This manner 
of proceeding, joined to the prohibition made 
f trucking with them arms or ammunition, 
icightened their furprize, and put them on 
javing an explication on this head with the 
Jovernor ; who made anfwer, That neither 
xms nor ammunition would be trucked with 
hem, as long as the Red-Shoe had no more 
inderftanding ; that they would not fail, as 
ing brethren, to fhare a good part of the 
mmunition and arms with the Warriors of 


jhe Red-Shoe. This anfwer put them on 
Jemonftrating to the Village that infulted us; 
| old them, if they did not inftantly make 


T5 peace 
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peace with the French, they would then|| 
felves make war upon them. This threaj 
ning declaration made them fue for pead 
with the French, who were not in a cond] 
tion to maintain a war againft a nation 
numerous. And thus the prudent policy ¢ 
M. de Vaudreuil put a flop to this war, with 
out either expence, or the lafs of a man. | 
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OHA MPS OV. 
Reflections on what gives occafion to Wars 
in Louifiana. The means of avoiding 
Wars inihat province, as alfo the mau- 
ner of coming eff with advantage and 
little expence in them. | 


"THE experience I have had in the art of 
war, from fome campaigns I made in a 
tegiment of Dragoons till the Peace of 1713, 
\my application to the ftudy of the wars of 
ithe Greeks, Romans, and other ancient peo- 
( ple, and the wars I have feen carried on with 
‘Ithe Zndians of Louifiana, during the time I 
“tefided in that Province, gave me occafion to 
“make feveral refle€tions on what could give 
rife to a war with the Judians, on the means 
of avoiding fuch a war, and on fuch methods 
as may be employed, in order either to make 
or maintain a war to advantage againft them, 


when conftrained thereto. 
7 


In the fpace of fixteen years that I refided 
in Lowifiana, Lremarked, that the wars, and 
even the bare difputes we have had with the. 
Indians of this Colony, never had any other 
erigin, but our too familiar intercourfe with 


them, 


16 eee 
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‘in order to prove this, let us confider the}: 
evils produced by this familiarity. In the fir : 
place, it makes them gradually drop that re-|: 
fpe&, which they naturally entertain for our 1 
nation. : 


In the fecond place, the French traffickers, : 
or traders, are generally young people with-| 
out experience, who, in order to gain the’ 
good-will of thefe people, afford them lights, , 
or infru@ion, prejudicial to our intereft:, 
‘Thefe young merchants are not, it is true, 
fenfible of thefe confequences: But again, 
thefe people never lofe fight of what can be of . 
any utility to them, and the detriment thence — 
accruing is not lefs great, nor lefs real. 


; eye ° ° bi i 
In the third place, this familiarity gives 


occafion to vices, whence dangerous diftem- , 
pers enfue, and corruption of blood, which 
is naturally highly pure in this Colony. Thefe | 
perfons, who frequently refort to the Indians, 
imagined themfelves authorized to give a loofe 
to their vices, from the practice of thefe. Jaft, 

which is to give young women to their guelts, ‘ 
upon their arrival ; a practice that greatly in= -| 
jures their health, and proves a detriment fo ~ 
their merchandizings : 


In 
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In the fourth place, this reforting to 
Indians puts thefe laft under a conftraint, as 
being fond of folitude ; and this conftraint ts 
fill more heightened, if the French fettlement 
is near them ; which procures them too fre- 
“quent vifits, that give them fo much more ur- 
leafinefs, as they care not on any account, 
that people fhould fee or know any of their 
affairs. And what fatal examples have we 
rot of the dangers the fettlements, which are 
too near the miuidids incur. Let but the 
Inaflacre of the French be recollected, and it 
will be evident, that this proxiinity is ex- 
}remely detrimental to the French. 


} In the fifth and laft place, commerce, 
which is the principal allurement that draws 
| us to this new world, inftead of flourifhing, 
s, on the contrary, endangered by the too 
j familiar refort to the Zndians of North Ame= 
\-ica. The proof of this is very fimple. 


_ All who refort to countries beyond fea, 
‘cnow by experience, that when there is but. 
| one fhip in the harbour, the Captain fells his 
‘cargo. at what price he pleafes: And then we | 
Jnear it faid, fuch a fhip gained two, three, 
jand fometimes as high as four hundred per 


‘cent, Should another fhip happen to arrive in 
| 1 ae that 


See 
Fe 
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that harbour, the profit abates, at leaft one| 
half; but fhould three arrive, or even four : 
fucceflively, the goods then are, fo to fpeak, ! 
thrown at the head of the buyer: So that in | 
this cafe a merchant has often great difficulty i 
to recover his very expences of fitting out. [| 
fhould therefore be led to believe, that it) 
would be for the intereft of commerce, if the 
indians were left to come to fetch what mere| 
chandize. they wanted, who having none but} 
us in their neighbourhood, would come. for}. 
it, without the French running any. rifkin) 
their commerce, much lefs in their lives. 


le 
+ 


For this purpofe, let us fuppofe a nation of | 
Indians on the banks of fome river, or rive t 
let, which is always the cafe, as all men» 
whatever have at all times occafion for water i 


) 


This being fuppofed, I lock out for a {pot, | 


proper to build a {mall terrace-fort on, with | 
fraifes or ftakes, and pallifadoes. In this fort i 
I would build two fmall places for lodgings, . 
of no great height; one to lodge the officers, . 
the other the foldiers: This fort to have an 
advanced work, a half-moon, or the like, ac- 
cording to the importance of the Poft. The 
pafiage to be thro’ this advanced work to the | 
fort, and no Indian allowed to enter on any ! 
pretence whatever ; not even to receive the . 


Pipe 
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Pipe of Peace there, but only in the advanced 
work ; the gate of the fort to be kept fhut 
day and night againft all but the French. At 
\thé gate of the advanced work a fentinel to 
be pofted, and that gate to be opened and fhut 
Jon each perfon appearing before it. » By thefe 
precautions, we might be fure never to be 
furprized, either by avowéd enemies, or by 
treachery. In the advanced work a {imall 
building to be made for the merchants, who 
thould come thither to traffick, or truck, with 
jthe neighbouring Indians; of which laft only 
three or four to be admitted at a time, all to 
hate the merchandize at the fame price, and 
| no one to be favoured above another. No fol- 
dier or inhabitant to go to the villages of the 
. neighbouring Indians, under fevere penalties. 
By this conduct difputes would be avoided, as 
they only arife from too great a familiarity 
with them. TThefe forts to be never nearer 
J the villages than five leagues, or more diftant 
}than feven or eight. The /zdians would make 
| potting of fuch a jaunt, it would be only a 
) walk for them, and their want of goods would 
eafily draw them, and in a little time they 
would become habituated to it. The mer- 
‘chants to pay a falary to an Interpreter, who 
) might be fome orphan, brought up very young 
) among thefe people. 


This 
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This fort, thus diftant a fhort journey 
might be built without obftruction, or giving 
any umbrage to the /udians; as they might b¢ 
told, it was built, in order to be at hand td, 
truck their furs, and at the fame time to givé, 
them no manner of uneafinefs. One advan, 
tage would be, befides that of commerce), 
which would be carried on there, that thefe 
forts would prevent the Enghi/h from having! 
any communication with the Jndians, as thefe 
laft would find a great facility for their truck, | 
and in forts fo near them, every thing they’ 


could want. i 
nl 


The examples of the furprize of the forts’ 
of the Natchez, the Yazoux, and the Adffouris, : 
thew but too plainly the fatal confequences of 
negligence in the fervice, and of a mifplaced’ 
condefcenfion in favour of the foldiers, by: 
fuffering them to build huts near the fort,’ 
and to lie inthem. None fhould be allowed to. 
lie out of the fort, not even the Officers. The. 
Commandant of the Natchez, and the other| 
Officers, and even the Serjeants, were killed 
in their houfes without the fort. I fhould not 
be againft the foldiers planting little fields of 

tobacco, potatoes, and other plants, too low 
to conceal aman: On the contrary, thefe. 
employments would incline them to become 
fettlers 3 
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“ttlers ; but I would never allow them houfes 


ut of the fort. By this means a fort be- 


“omes impregnable againft the moft numerous 
ation ; becaufe they never will attack, fhould 
ney have never fo much caufe, as long as 


jey fee people are on their guard. 


t Should i it be objeGted, that thefe forts would 
oft a great deal: I anfwer, that tho’ there 
: "as to be a fort for each nation, which is not 


ae cafe, it would not coft near fo much, as 
om time to time it takes to fupport wars, 
hich in this country are very expenfive, on 
ccount of the long journeys, and of tran{- 
orting all the implements of war, hitherto 
nade-ufe of. Befides, we have a great part 
if thefe forts already built, fo that we only 
vant the advanced works ; and two new forts 
lore would fuffice to compleat this defign, 


‘nd prevent the fraudulent commerce of the 


inglif Gaders. | 


‘As to the manner of carrying on the war 
1 Louifiana, as was hitherto done, it is very 
Xpenfive, highly fatiguing, and the rifk al- 
vays great; becaufe you muft firft tranfport 


‘he ammunition to the landing-place ;- from 


hence travel for many leagues ; then drag the 
rtillery along by main force, and carry the 


“mmunition on men’s fhoulders, a thing that 


harrafles 
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harrafles and weakens the troops very muc}| 
Moreover, there is a great deal of rifk in m)’ 
king war in this manner: You have the aj. 
proaches of a fort to make, which cannot | 
done without lofs of lives: And fhould v4 

: make a breach, how many brave men are lo} 
before you can force men, who fight like dq 
peradoes, becaufe they prefer death. to fl 
very. 


I fay, foould you make a breach; becaufe | 
all the time I refided in this Province, I nev 
faw nor heard, that the cannon, which we 
brought againft the Judian forts, ever made. 
breach for a fingle man to pafs: It is therefa: 


rafs the troops, to bring artillery, whicac: 
be of no manner of fervice. | 


‘That cannon can make no breach in Ind 
forts may appear ftrange: But not mc 
ftrange than true ; as will appear, if we co| 
fider, that the wooden pofts, or ftakes, whi. 
furround thefe forts, are too big for a bul 
of the fize of thofe ufed in thefe wars, toc 
a them down, tho’ it were even to hit th 
—_ middle. If the bullet gives more towards t | 

edge of the tree, it glides off, and ftrikes : 

next to it; fhould the ball hit exaétly t 

tween two pofts, it opens them, and me: 

| 

| 


| 
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Jpe-poft of the lining, which ftops it fhort : 
.,nother ball may ftrike the fame tree, at the 


jther joining, then it clofes the little. aperture 
whe other had made. 


“ Were I to undertake fuch a war, I would 
5 ring only a few Indian allies; I could eafily 
ianage them ; they would not ftand me fo 
auch in prefents, nor confume fo much am- 
junition and provifions : A great faving this 5 
ind bringing no cannon with me, I fhould 
(lfo fave expences. I would have none but 
| par table arms ; and thus my troops would not 
qe harrafled. ‘The country every where fur- 

ifhes wherewithal to make moveable in- 
‘enchments, and approaches, without open- 
ig ground: And I would flatter myfelf to 
| arry the fort in two days time. There I ftop: 
‘he reader has no need of this detail, nor I ta 
wake it ' publick. 
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CHAP. XV. { 


Penfacola taken by furprize by the French} 
Retaken by the Spaniards. Again re), 
taken by the French, and demolifhed. | 


Pee! I go any farther, | think | 

neceflary to relate what happened with re+ | 
fpe& to the Fort of Penfacola in Virginia®. 1 
This Fort belongs to the Spaniards, and ferves 
for an Entrepot, or harbour, for the Spanifh 


i 


galleons to put in to, in their paflage from Za 
Vera Cruz to Europe. | 


va 


Towards the beginning of the year 1710; 
the Commandant General having underftood,) 
by the laft thips which arrived, that war was: 
declared between France and Spain, refolved 
to take the Poft of Penfacola from the Spani- 
ards; which ftands on the Continent, about’ 
fifteen leagues from Ife Dauphine, is defended 
by a ftaccado-fort, at the entrance of | the 
Road: Over againft it, ftands a fortin, or 
{mall fort, on the weft point of’ the Ifle St. 

Rofe; which, on that fide, defends the en~ 
trance of the Rozd: This fort has only a 
guard-houfe to defend it. ie 


The 


* The Author muft mean Carolina. 
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The Commandant General, perfuaded it 
vould be impoflible to befieze the place in 
orm, wanted to take it by furprize, confiding 
n the ardor of the French, and fecurity of the 
‘paniards, who were as yet ignorant of our 
cing at war with them in Aurope. With 
hat view, he affembled the few troops he had, 
vith feveral Canadian and French Planters, 
jewly arrived, who went as volunteers. M. 
Ve Chateauguiere, the Commandant’s brother, 
Jind King’s Lieutenant, commanded under 
\im; and next him, M. de Richebourg, Cap- 
ain. After arming this body of men, and 
Netting the neceflary fupplies of ammunition 
ind provifions, he embarqued with his fmall 
rmy, and by the favour of a profperous wind, 
Irrived in a fhort time at his place of defti- 
sation. The French anchored near the fortin, 
nade their defcent undifcovered, feized on the 
Jrard-houfe, and clapt the foldiers in irons 3 
| which was done in lefs than half an hour. 
Nome French foldiers were ordered to put on 
a cloaths of the Spaniards, i in order to facili- 
ate the furprizing the enemy. The thing fuc+ 
‘eeded to their wifh. On the morrow, at day- 
sreak, they perceived the boat, which carried - 
he detachment from Pen/facola, in order to 
elieve the guard of the fortin; on which the 


Spanifh march was caufed to be beat up; and 
the 


se ner hy RD ENR A I A EE RA 


mo THE AISTORM 
the French in difguife receiving them, aj 
clapping them in irons, put on their cloatl) 
and ftepping into the fame boat, furprized ¢} 
fentinel, the guard-houfe, and at laft the g| : 
rifon, to the very Governor himfelf, who 
taken ih bed ; fo that they all were made 
foners without any blood-thed. aH | 
| 


The Commandant General, apprehen{ 
of the fcarcity of provifions, fhipped off 
prifoners, efcorted by fome foldiers, comm : 
ded by M. de Richebourg, in order to 4} 


i} 


i 


them at the Aavanna: He left his brot|' 
at Penfacola, to command there, with a gai | 
of fixty men. As foon as the French ve | 


had anchored at the Havanna, M. de Ric 
bourg went on fhore, to acquaint the Spar 
Governor with his commiffion ; who recet 
him with politenefs, and-as a teftimony of | 
gratitude, made him and his officers prifon«| 
put the foldiers in irons and in prifon, wh 
they lay for fome time, expofed to hunger \ 
the infults of the Spanzards, which determi 
many of them to enter into the fervice of § a 
‘in order to efcape the extreme mifery, uni 


which they groaned. 


' 


| 
» Some of the French, newly en lifted in , 
Spanijh troops, informed the Governor of 1 


Hlavan, 
| 


| 
} 
1 
i 
| 
| 
y 
| 


anim any. 
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Yavanna, that the’ French garrifon, left at 
"en facola, was very weak: He, in his turn, 
efolved to carry that fort by way of reprifal. 
or that purpofe he caufed a Spani/h veflel, 
vith that which the Frezch had brought to 
ne Havanua, to be armed. The Spani/h vel- 
-l ftationed itfelf behind the Ifle St. Rofe, 
nd the French veffel came before the fort 
vith French colours. The fentinel enquired, 
tho commanded the veflel ? They anfwered, 
A. de Richebourg. This veflel, after anchor- 
g, took down her French, and hoitted Spanifh 
olours, firing three guns: At which fignal, 
greed on by the Spaniards, the Spanifh velfel 
oined the firft; then they fummoned the 
french to furrender. M. de Chateauguiere 
ejected the propofition, fired upon the Spa- 
wards, and they continued camnonading each 
ther till night. 


! 


On the following day the cannonading 
vas continued till noon, when the Spaniards 
‘eafed firing, in order to: fummon the Com- 
mandant anew to furrender the fort: He de- 
manded four days, and was allowed two. 
Juring that time, he fent to afk fuccours of 
his brother, who was in no condition to fend 


. 


The 
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The term being expired, the attack wj 
renewed, the Commandant bravely defen, 
ing himfelf till night; which two thirds | | 
the garrifon availed themfelves of, to abai) 
don their Governor, who, having only twen} 
men left, faw himfelf unable to make at 
longer refiftance, demanded to capitulate, al 
was allowed all the honours of war; but i 
going out of the place, he and all his men we 
made prifoners. This infraction of the cay 
tulation was occafioned by the fhame the Sf l 
niards conceived, of being conftrained to ¢’ 


i 
pitulate in this manner with twenty men onl 


was apprized of the furrender of the fo 
vainly imagining he had overthrown half mM 
enemies at leaft, caufed great rejoicings to 
made in the ifland, as if he had gained a dq) 
cifive vi€tory, or carried a citadel of impo 
tance. He alfo fent off feveral veflels to vii 
tual and refrefh his warriors, who accordity 
to him mutt have been greatly fatigued in fu 
an action as I have jult defcribed. 


ti 

The new Governor of Penfacola caufed th 
fortifications to be repaired and even augmen: 
ed ; fent afterwards the veflel, named the Gre, 
Devil, armed with fix pieces of cannon to ta}: 


Dauphin Mand, or at leaft to ftrike terror in. 
il 


a 
aa, 
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y The veflel, St. Philip, which lay in the ~ 
ad, entered a gut or narrow place, and there 
nooring acrofs, brought all her guns to bear 
on the enemy: And made the Great Devil 


Jentfible, that Saints refift all the efforts of 
fell, 


: Fy to the whole ifland, which had neither for- 


| This thip, by her pofition, ferved for a cita- 
} 
| fications nor intrenchments, nor any other 
| 


rt of defence, excepting a battery of cannon 
: the Eaft point, with fome inhabitants, who 
Juarded the coaft, and prevented a defcent. 
{ec Great Devil, finding fhe made no progrefiy 
. ‘as conftrained, by way of relaxation, to go 
jad pillage on the continent the habitation of 
te Sieur AdZiragouine, which was abandoned, 
1) the mean time arrived from Penfacola, a lit 
je devil, a pink, to the affiftance of the Great 
)Pevil. As foon as they joined, they began a- 
Jefh to cannonade the ifland, which made a 
gorous defence. 


In the time that thefe two veflels attempted 
} vain to take the ifland, a quadron of five. 
lips came in fight, four of them with Spa- 
1 colours, and the leaft carrying French 
pilted to the top of the ftaff, as if taken by 
ye four others. In this theFrench were equally 
A Vo. I. K deceived 


é 
‘tt 
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déceived with the Spaniards: The forme, 
however, Knew the fmall veflel, which wij) 
the pink, the Mary, commanded by the bray’ 
M. Japy. The Spaniards, convinced by the) 
appearances, that fuccours were fent the ! 
deputed two Officers in a fhalloup on boa)’ 
the Commodore : But they were no fooner 
board, than they were made prifoners. 4 


They were in effet three Irench men || 
war, with two fhips of the Company, comma), 
ded by M. Champmelin. Thefe fhips brou [ 
upwards of eight hundred men, and cis 
Officers, as well fuperior as fubaltern, all | 
them old and faithful fervants of the Kis 
in order to remain in Louifiana, The S| 
yiards, finding their error, fled to Penfac 
to carry the news of this fuccour being a 
ved for the French. 


The fquadron anchored before the iflai 
hoifted French colours, and fired a falvo, wh | 
was anfwered by the place. “The Se. Ph! 
was drawn out and made to join the fq) 
dron: A new embarkation of troops + 
made, and the dary left before Tle D. 
phine. ti oy 


On September the 7th, finding the wind 
voutable, the fquadion fet fail for Penfaco' 
| 


— ™ re mes . " 
Ln ee rrr OTTERS Son cm at Ser tees _ = —— - - a 
- ‘ Rene 
ee eS. 


OF LOUISIANA. ‘196 
ry the:way,. tle ‘troops’ that were» to make 
ie attack on the’ continent, were landed 
ear Rio Perdido ; after which the fhips, pre- 
eded by.a boat, which fhewed the way,:enter- 
d: the harbour; and} anchored, and. laid their 
road fides, in fpite of feveral difcharges. of 
annon from the fort, which. is upon the Se 
t. Rofe.’ The thips had no fooner ldid their 
road-fides, but the cannonade began on both 
des.; Our fhips had two forts to batter, and 
wen fail of fhips that Jay ‘inthe. harbour. 
ut the great.land fort fired only. one gun on 


jt army, in» which the Spani/p Governor, 
faving, obferved upwards of. three ‘hundred 
Hdians,,, commanded by. M. de St. Denis, 


hofe bravery was univerfally acknowledged, 
as ftruck with fuch a panick, from the fear 


i falling into’ their hands, that he frack, 
ud furrendered the place. ina | 


| ‘The foht continued .. about two hours 


puger: ‘But: the’ heavy’ metal of our Com- 


iodore making great execution, the. Span 
‘ds evied out fevéral times on. board: theit 
tips, to itike ; but fear prevented their, exe- 


| ating t thefe ease, ; none but'a French prifo~ 


er durft do it for them. They quitted’ their 


Dips, leaving, matches ehiid, which would 
| Ave foow fet them on fire: The French pri- 


we “K 2 foners 


3 


~ 
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foners between decks, no longer hearir | 
the leaft noife, furmifed’ a flight, came « 
deck, difcovered the ftratagem of the Span 
ards, removed the matches, and thus hinde), 
~ed the veflels from taking’ fire, acquaintis 
the Commodore ehereevnh The little fc. 
held out but an hour longer, after which | ] 
furrendered for want of gunpowder. T/ 
Commandant came himéelf to put his fwo) 
in the hands of M. Champmelin, who embrac! 
him, returned him his fword, and told uy 
he knew how to diftinguifh between a bray 
Officer, and one who was not. He made! 
own fhip his place of confinement, where 
he Commandant of the great fort was ma | 
he laughing-ftock of the French. 


| 


All the Spaniards on board the thips, 4 
thofe of the two forts were made prifone 
of war: But the French deferters, to tl 
mumber of forty, were made to caft lot: 
half of whom were hanged at the yard-arm 
the reft condemned to s galley-flaves to t!| 
Company for ten years in the country. 


M. Champmelin caufed the two forts to 1 
demolifhed, preferving only three or foi 
houfes, with a ware-houfe. Thefe hout 
were to lodge the Officer, and the few fo 
dien 
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ters that were left there, and one to be a 
jaard-houfe. ‘The reft of the planters were 
sanfported to Le Dauphine, and M. Champ- 
“ lin fet fail for France *, 


A The hiftory of Penfacola is the more ne- 
7 lary, as itis fo near our fettlements, that 
,¢ Spaniards hear our guns, when we give 
jem notice by that fignal of our defign to 
me and trade with them, 


1* At the peace that foon fucceeded betweer France and 
Wiln, Peyjacela was refered to the lait, 
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| BORO eK OTE”, the’ 
: Of the egeee and its Produs. 


GHA By A. 


Geert Defeription if Louifiana. 
more lis Climate. 


OUISIANA i is that part of North 
_ America, which is bounded on the 
| South by the Gulf of Mexico; on the 
| Eat bby Carolina, an Englifh plang and by 

a part of Canada 5 on the Weft, by New 
Mexico; and ‘on the North, | in part by Ca= 
nada; in part it extends, without any af- 
 fignable bounds, to the Terre. Ineognite, ad- 


4 ~~ jeining 
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joining to Hudfon’s Bay*. Its breadth isa 
bout two hundred Jeagues +, extending be i 
tween the Spani/b and Englif/b fettlements ; its, 


length undetermined, as being altogether un-, 


i 


known. However, the fource of the AZififipi, 
will afford us fome light on this head. | 


ce |! 


‘The Climate of Zoui/iana varies in propor-. 
tion as itextends northward: All that can be 
faid of it in general is, that its fouthern parts’ 
are not fo fcorching as thofe of 4frica in the 
fame latitude; and that the northern parts aré 
colder than the correfponding parts of Europe: | 
New Orleans, which lies in Lat. 30°, as de 
the more northerly coafts of Barbary and E. i 
gypty enjoys the fame temperature of climate 
as Languedoc. Two degrees higher up, at the 
Natchez, where I refided for eight years, the 
climate is far more mild than at New Orleans, 
the country lying higher: And at the //limois, 
which is between 45° and 46°, the inne 


* By the Charter granted by Louis XIV. to M. Creat, 
Louifiana extends only “from the edge of the fea as far af | 
“ the IHincis,” which is not above half the extent afi igs 
by our Author, 

+ According to the beft Maps and Accounts extant, thi 
diftance from the Mififpi to the Mountains of New Mexic, 
is about nine hundred miles, and from the 4 ififpi to the i 
Atlantic Ocean about fix hundred ; seckoning fixty miles tt | 
a degree, and in a {trait line, \ 

i 


7. 


ft 
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‘in no refpect hotter than at Rochelle; but we 
find the frofts harder, and a more plentiful 
fall of fnow. This difference of climate from 
that of Africa and Europe, I afcribe to two 
eaufes: The firft is, the number of woods, 
which, tho’ fcattered up and down, cover the 


face of this country: The fecond, the great 


ig number of rivers. The former prevent the fun 

from warming the earth ; and the latter dif- 
‘fafe'a great degree of humidity: Not to men- 
tion the continuity of this country with thofe 
‘to the northward; from which it follows» 
that the winds blowing from that quarter are 
‘much colder, than if they traverfed the fea in 
their courfe. For it is well known, that the 
oir i is never fo hot, and never fo cold at fea, a 
on land. 


_ ‘We ought not therefore to be furprized, if 
dn the fouthern part of Lowifiana, a North 
-wind obliges people i in fummer to be warmer 
-cloathed; or if in winter a South wind ad- 
‘mits of a lighter drefs ; as naturally owing, 
_at the one time, to the drynefs of the wind,. 

at the other, to the proximity of the Equator. 


. Few days pals i in Linif ana without feeing 
‘the fun. The rain pours down there in fud- 
den heavy fhowers, which do not laft long, 


| ‘but difappear in half an hour, perhaps. The 
K 5 dews 
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dews are very plentiful, advantageouly fap: | 
plying the.place of rain. | 


a 


We may therefore well imagine, that the |, 
air is perfectly good there ;. the blood is pure; |, 
the people are healthy ; fubje&t to few difeafes | 
in the vigour of life, and without decrepitude | 
in old age, which they carry to a far ereater| 
length than in Prance. People live to’a lon 
and agreeable old age in Louz/i hig if ee E 
but fober and‘temperate. 1 


This country is extremely well watered, 
but much more fo in fome places than m o- 
thers. The Ai/i/pi divides this Colony. from 
North to South into two parts almoft ‘equal 
The firft difcoverers of this river by the. way 
of Canada, called it Colbert, in honour of that 
great Minifter. By fome favages of the North : 
it is called Adeaét-Chaffipi, whichificerall ‘dex | 
notes, the ancient Father of Rivers, of which : 
the French have, by corruption, formed) Adif- : 
Afpi. Other Indians, efpecially »thofe lower : 
down the river, call it Balbancha; and atilaft : 
the French have giyen itthe name of S¢. 
Louis. fy jbo? Sade sit 


Several travellers ee in vain attempted to 
go.up to its fource ; which, however, Is, well 
known, whatever fome authors, mifinfor 
may alledge to the contrary. We eae : 

‘the 
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the accounts that’ in be moft jae 
| teaiie : 


M. de Charleville, a parser ue and a rela- 
tion of M. de Brainville, Commandant Ge- 
neal of this. Colony, told me, that at. ‘the 
tinie of the fettlement of the Freuch, curiofity 


alone hac led him to go up this river to its 


fources ; that for this end, he fitted out a 
| canoe, made of the bark of. the birch- -tree, ine 
order to be more portable in cafe of need. And 
| that having thus fet out with two Canadians 
and two peeaaa with goods, ammunition, 
and provifions, he went up the river three 
hundred leapues to the North, above the ///;- 
“mois : “That there he found the Fall, called 
St. Antony's. ‘This Fall is a flat rock, which 
j traverfes. the river, and aives it only between 
eight or ten feet fall. He caufed his ca- 


| noe and effects to be carried over that place 3, 


and that embarking afterwards above the Fall, 
he continued going up the ‘river an hundred 
Jeagues more to the North, where he met the 


} Sioux, a people inhabiting that country, at 


fome diitance from the AZifi/ ipi ; forne fay, on 
each fide of it. 


The Sieux: Tittle aceuftomed to fee Furo- 
peans, were furprized at feeing him, and afked: 
whithes he was going. He told t! them, upthe 


oh. OE 1 BS Re | 
Miffifipi to its fouree. They anfwered, val 
the country whither he was going was very 
bad, and whete he would have great difficulty; 
to find game for fubfiftance; that it was z 
great way off, reckoned as far from the fource): 
to the fall, as from this laft to the fea. Ac-j 
-cording to this information, the Zifi/ipi muft. 
meafure from its fource to its mouth between: 
fifteen and fixteen hundred leagues, as they) 
reckon eight hundred leagues from Si. Antony's: 
Fail to the fea. ‘This conjecture is the more 
probable, as that far to the North, feveral n 
vers of a pretty long courfe fall into the AMif-’ 
fiipi; and that even above St. Antony's Fall 
we find in this river between thirty and thirty: 
five fathom water, and a breadth in propor-' 
tion; which can never be from a fource at n 
great diftance off. I may add, that all the! 
Indians, informed by thofe nearer the fource,, 
are of the fame opinion. 


y 


i 


Tho’? M. de Charleville did not fee fhe 
fource of the Adi/ifip?, he, however, learned, 
that a great many rivers empty their waters’ 
into it: That even above St. Antony's Fall, he’ 
{aw rivers on each fide of the AG/i/ipi, hav-\ 


ing a courfe of upwards of an hundred leagues. 


It is proper to obferve, that in going. down, 
the river from 8¢, Antony’s Fall, the right hand 
hall 


j 


| 


| 
| 
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is the Wet, the left the Eaft. The firft ri- 


ver we meet from the Fall, and fome leagues 


lower down, is the river St. Peter, which 


‘comes from the Weft: Lower down to the 
Eaft, is the river St. Croix, both of them to. 
_Terable large rivers. We meet feveral others 
fill lefs, the names of which are of no con- 
| pee Afterwards we meet with the ri- 
ver Moingona, which comes from the Weft, 
about two hundred and fifty leagues below the 
Fall, and upwards of an hundred and nfty 
leagues in length. This river is fomewhat 
brackifh. From that river to the //inois, fe- 
veral rivulets, or brooks, both to the right 
‘land left, fall into the A4ifji/pi. The river of 
the Jilinois comes from the Eaft, and takes its 
rife on the frontiers of Canada; its length is 
two hundred leagues. 


- The river Aifouri comes from a fource 
about eight hundred leagues diftant ; and run- 
ing from North-weft to South-eaft, difcharges 
itfelf into the AZ/ifipi, about four or five leagues 
below the river of the Minors. This river re- 
ceives feveral others, in particular the river of 
the Canzas, which runs above an hundred and 
fifty leagues. From the rivers of the Z/linois 
and the Miffour: to the fea-are reckoned five 
hundred leaguesy and three hundred to St. 
4 Antony's 


> 
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Antony. s Fall: From the Adi fouri to the Wal Hf 
bache, or Obie, an: hundred leagues. By this: 
laft river is the paflage from Louifiana to Ca 
nada. This voyage is performed from Ne 
Orleans by going up the Mififipi to the Wa 
bache ; which they go up in the fame manne 
quite to the river,of the Miamis ; 3 in which they: 
proceed as far as the Carrying-place ; from! 
which there are two leagues to a little rive 

which falls into Lake Erie: Here they chang 
their veflels ; they come in pettyaugers, an 
go down the river Sz. Laurence to Quebec ix, 
birch canoes. On the river St. Laurence are 
feveral carrying-places, on account of i its ma 
ny falls or cataracts. ns oy 


Thofe who have performed this a | 
have told me, they reckoned eighteen hundred, 
leagues from New Orleans to Quebes +. Tho 
the Vabache is confidered in Leuifiana, as the 
moft confiderable of the rivers which come’ 
from Canada, and which, uniting in one bed 
form the river, commonly called by that: 
name, yet all the Canadian travellers affure. 
me, that the river called Ohic, and which 
falls into the Wabache, comes a much longer, 
way than this laff; which fhould be a H 
for giving it the name Ohio; but cuftom has 
prevailed i in this refpect *, | 


t It is not above nine hundred leagues. | 
* But not among the Englifa; we call it the Obie. | 
From 


* 
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|. From the /Vabache, and on the fame fide,, 
to Manchac, we fee but very few. riverss, and 
_thofe very. finall ones, .which fall into. the 
| Mififipi, tho’ there are nearly three hundred 
and fifty leagues. from the Wabache to Man- 
ehag*, ‘This will, doubtlefs, appear fome- 
thing extraordinary to -thofe unacquainted 
with the, country. , 
_ The'reafon, that may be affigned for it, 
appears quite natural and ftriking. In all that 
part of Louifiana, which is to the Eaft of the 
MG Lif ipi, thedands are fo high in the neigh- 
bourhood. of the river, that in many slaces 
the rain-water. runs. off from the banks of the 
Milf Wp Yipty and difcharges itfelf into rivers, 
which fall either dire€tly into the fea, or into 
lakes, Another yery: probable reafon is, that 
from. the Wabache to the fea, no rain falls but 
in fudden’gufts ;.which defe& is compenfated 
) by. the. abundant dews, fo that the plants lofe 
nothing. by. that. means. The Wabache has a 
courfe of three hundred leagues, and the Objo 
Bas, Mai fource a hundred | areas fill farther 


B.. COnS Ff ay 
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| > # Phat i iy ‘from: the mua of the Obio to the river 
Shes batey witch a eta make but two bundred and 
fifrienie Gout 
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In continuing to go down the AA/fifpil 
from the Vabache to the river of the Arkanfas} 
we obferve but few rivers, and thofe pret 
fmall. The moft confiderable is that of $4 
Francis, which is diftant thirty and odd league} 
from that of the Arkanfas. It is on this river, 
of St. Francis, that the hunters of New O 


tallow, and bears oil, for the pely of the, 
Capital. 


The river of the Arkanfas, which is thirty | 
five leagues lower down, and two hundre 
leagues from New Orleans, is fo denominatei. 
from the Indians of that name, who dwell Mt 
its banks, a little above its confluence witl! 
the AZ /ifpi. It runs three hundred leagues’ 
and its fource is in the fame latitude wit! 
Santa-Fé, in New Mexico, in the mountain’ 
of which it rifes. It runs up a little to thé 
North for a hundred leagues, by forming dj 
flat elbow, or winding, and returns from’ 
thence to the South-eaft, quite to the Mj iff.’ 
fpi. It has a catara&, or fall, about the mid.’ 
dle of its courfe. Some call it the White Ri | 
ver, becaufe in its courfe it receives a river o' 
that name. The Great Cut-point is about forty’ 
leagues below the river of the Arkanfas : Thi 

~ was a long .circuit which the AMi(i/ips for: 


merly 


| 


Ic 
\c 
f 
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merly todk, and which it has abridged, by ma- 
xing its way thro’ this point of land. — 


| Below this river, ftill going towards the 


fea, we obferve fcarce any thing but brooks 
or rivulets, except the river of the Ya/ous, 
fixty leagues lower down. This river runs but 
about fifty leagues, and will hardly admit ofa 
boat for a great way: It has taken its name 
from the nation of the Yafous, and fome o- 
thers dwelling on its banks. “Twenty-eight 
leagues below the river of the Ya/ous, is a great 
cliff of a reddith free-ftone: Over againft this 
cliff are the great and little whirlpools. 


% From this little river, we meet but with 
very {mall ones, till we come to the Red River, 
called at firft the AZarne, becaufe nearly as big 
as that river, which falls into the Seine. The 


Natchitoches dwell on its banks, and it was di- 


ftinguithed by the name of that nation ; but 
its common name, and which it ftill bears, is 
that of the Red River. lt takes its rife in 


New Mexico, forms an elbow to the North, 

in the fame manner as the river of the Arkan- 
| fas, falls down afterwards towards the Aiffi- 

| ffi, running South-eaft. They generally al- 
" low it a courfe of two hundred leagues. At 
" about ten leagues from its confluence it re- 
| Lael the Black River, or the river of the 


_ Wachitas, 
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Wachitas, which takes its rife 'pretty-near the 4 
of the 4rkanfas. This rivulet, or fource; forms] 
as is faid, a fork pretty near its rife, one arm 
of which falls into the river of the Arkanfas,. 
the largeft forms the Black River. Twenty}: 
leagues below the Red River is the Litile Cute) 


point, and a league below that Point are the 
little Cliffs. 


From the Red River to the fea we obferve 
nothing but fome fmall brooks: But on th 
Eaft fide, twenty-five leagues above New Or 
Jeans, we find a channel, which is ‘dry at loy 
water. The inundations of the Adi/fi/ipi for- / 
med this channel (which is, called Manchae) 


below fome high lands, which’ terminate at 
that place. It difcharges itfelf into the Lake 
Maurepas, and from thence into that of 8. 
Louis, of which I gave an account before. 


‘The channel runs Eaft South-eatt ; 
merly there was a paflage thro’ it ; but asp e- 
fent it is fo choaked up with dead wood, ‘tha ! 
it begins to have no water * but at the place 


> \ 


"where it receives the river Anité, which s, 


*  Manchac is almott dry for three quarters of the year? 

But during the inundation, the waters of the river have a 
went. thro’ it into the Lakes Pontchartrain and St, Loui 

Dumont, Il. 297. 

This is the river Iberville, which is to be the boundary, 

« Of the Briti/h dominions, 

te : 


ee 
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pretty large, and which runs seventy eats? 
inz a very fine county. 


A very {mall river falls into the Boke Mau- 
repas, to the Eaft of Manchac. In proceeding 
Eaftward, we may pafs from this lake into 


‘that of St. Louis, by a river formed by the 
Vwaters of the 4nité. In going to the North _ 
of this lake, we meet to the Faft the little ri- 


ver Tandgi-pao. From thence proceeding al- 
‘ways Eaft, we come to the river Quéfoney 
which is long and beautiful, and comes from 
‘the ChaGaws. Proceeding in the fame routes 
‘we meet the river Ca/ffin-Bayouc: We may 


J afterwards quit the Lake by ‘the Channel, 


‘which borders the fame country, and proceed- 
ing Eaftward we meet with Pearl ak estos oi 
falls into this channel. ' 


Fed up the coaft, which lies from Welt 
o Eaft, we meet $7. Louis's Bay, into which 
a little tiver of that name difcharges itfelf : 
Farther Aah we meet the r river of the ne 


bane i into the 2 country, eehetes it receives the 
river of ‘the fame name, which runs for about 
a hundred and fifty ‘leagues from North to 
South... All. the rivers I have juft mentioned, 


Fi and. which fall. hot. into the Miffifipi, doi in 
| ike manner run from North to South. 


Defiription 
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Defcription of the Lower Louifiana, and 
Mouths of the Miifipi. 


{ 


“fi 
i 
| 


} 


Return to Manchac, where I quitted the! 


Adiffpi. At a little diftance from Manz | 
chac we meet the river of the Plaquemines; | 


it lies to the Weft, and is rather a creek than 


@river. Three or four leagues lower : down | 
is the Fork, which is a channel, running to 
the Weft of the AG/; iffifipi, thro’ which a part ; 
of the inundations of that river run off. Thefe 

waters pafs thro’ feveral lakes, and from thence | 
to the fea, by Afeenfien Bay. As to the other : 
rivers to the Weft of this Bay, their names” 


are unknown je 


‘The waters which full ito thofe' Lakes Sal 


fift not. only of fuch as:pafs thro’ this.channel, 


but alfo of thofe that come out of the Miffr | 
pi, when overflowing its banks on each fide: 


For, of all the water which comes.out of the | 


Miff, i api over its banks, not a drop ever re- J 
turns into its bed; but this is only to be un- | 


derftood of the low lands, that is, - between 
fifty and fixty leagues from the fea Eaftward, 
and. upwards of a hundred leagues Weltward. 


~ Tt will, doubtlefs, fhe ftrange; thata river 
which overflows its banksy fhould never after — 


recover 


. pale in the like circumftances. 


| 
| 
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recover its waters again, either in whole or in 


part; and this will appear fo much the more 


fingular, as every where elfe it happens other- 


7 tt appeared no lefs ftrange to myfelf ; and 


I have on all occafions endeavoured to the ut- 
moft, to find out what could produce an ef- 
fe&t, which really appeared to me very extra- 
ordinary, and, | imagine, not without fuccefs. 


From Manchac down to the fea, it is pro- 
bable, and even in fome degree certain, that 
all the lands thereabouts are brought down 
and accumulated by means of the ooze, which 
the Mii /i/ipi carries along with it in its annual 
inundations; which begin in the month of 
March, by the melting of the fnow to the 
North, and laft for about three months. 
Thofe oozy or muddy lands eafily produce 


herbs and reeds; and when the Adi/i/ipi hap- 
| pens to overflow the follewing year, thefe 
‘herbs and reeds intercept a part of this ooze, 
‘fo that thofe at a diftance from the river can- 


not retain fo large a quantity of it, fince thofe 


“that grow next the river have ftopt the great- 
jeft part; and by a neceflary confequence, the 
others farther off, and in proportion as they 


are diftant from the Adi/i/pi, can retain a 
much lefs quantity of the mud. In this man-— 
be pier 
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ner the land rifing higher along'the river, i 

procefs of time the banks of the Adififip: be- 
came higher than the lands about it. In like 
manner alfo thefe neighbouring lakes, on each: 
fide of the river, are remains of the fea, which 
are not yet filled up. Other rivers have fir 

banks, formed by the hands of Nature, a lane d 
of the fame nature with the continent, and 
always adhering thereto: Thefe forts of banks; 
inftead of augmenting, do daily diminifh, ei+ 
ther by finking, or tumbling down into ‘the 
bed of the river. The banks of the M4ififpr 
on the contrary, increafe, and cannot diminifh 
in the low and accumulated lands; becaufe 
the ooze, alone depofited on its banks, in-’ 
creafe them; which, befides, is the reafon 

that the Miffifip? becomes narrower, in place 
of wafhing away the earth, and enlarging ite 
bed, as. ail other known rivers do. If we 
confider thefe facts, therefore, we ought no 
longer to be furprized, that the waters of the 
Miffi ‘fi ifipi, when once they have left their bed 


can never return thither again. 


Tn order to prove this augmentation of lands, 

I fhall relate what happened near New Or-, 
Jeans : One of the inhabitants caufed a well to 
be funk at a little diftance from the Aff; fei, 
in order to procurea. clearer water. At twenty | 
feet 


| 
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et deep there was found a tree laid lat, three 
et in diameter : The height of the earth was 
ierefore augmented twenty feet fince the fall 
t lodging of that tree, as well by the accu- 
wulated mud, as by the rotting of the leaves, 
which fall every winter, and which the AZ/j:- 
pi carries down in vaft quantities. In effect 
“ {weeps:down a great deal of mud, becaufe it 
ans for twelve hundréd leagues at leaft acrofs 
country, which is nothing elfe but earth, 
vhich the depth of the river fulficiently proves. 
t carries down vaft quantities of leaves, canes, 
ind trees, upon its waters, the breadth of 
vhich is always above half a league, and fome- 
imes a league and a quarter. Its banks are 
»overed with much wood, fometimes for the 
prendth of a Teague on each fide, from its 
ource to its mouth. ‘There is nothing there- 
ore more ealy to be conceived, than that this 
‘iver carries down with its waters a prodigious 
juantity of ooze, leaves, canes, and trees, 
which it continually tears up by the roots, and 
chat the fea throwing back again all thefe 
hings, they fhould neceflarily produce the 
ands in queftion, and which are fenfibly en- 
creafing. At the entrance of the Pafs or Chan- 
nel to the South Eaft there was built a {mall 
Fort, ftill called Balife. This Fort was built 


on a little ifland, without the mouth of the 
river. 
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river. In 1734 it ftood on the fame fp0 f 
and I have been told that at prefent it is hall, | 
a league within the river: The land therefori, 
hath in twenty years gained this fpace on tha 
fea. Let us now refume the fequel of thy 
Geographical Defcription of Lou:/iana. 


The coaft is bounded to the Weft by 54 i 
Bernard’s Bay, where M. de la Salle \anded), 
into this bay a fmall river falls, and there ar}, 
fome others, which difcharge their waters be. 
tween this bay and A/cen/ion Bay ; the Planter: 
feldom frequent that coaft. On the Eaft th) 
coaft is bounded by Rio Perdido, which thi 


French corruptedly call aux Perdrix,; Ri 
Perdido fignifying Lof River, aptly fo calle 
by the Spaniards, becaufe it lofes itfelf unde 
ground, and afterwards appears again, ani 
difcharges itfelf into the fea, a little to th 
Eat of Mobile, on which the firft From 
Planters fettled. 


#} | 

From the Fork down to ee Sea, theres i: 
no river; nor is it poffible there fhould be any 
after what I have related: On the contrary: 
we find at a {mall diftance from the Fork an; 
other channel to the Eaft, called the Bayou 
of Ze Sueur: It is full 6f a foft ooze or mud: 


and communicates with the lakes, which lic 


to the Eait, fe 
Or 


| 


| 


7 * IT thall make no meation of the iffands, which are 
aa in the Mififpi, as being, properly fpealeing, no- 
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On coming nearer to the fea, we meet, at 


about eight leagues from the principal mouth 
of the A4ifi ififipi, the firft Pafs; and a league 


lower down, the Otter Pafs. Thefe two pafles, 
‘or channels, are only for pettyaugers. From 
‘this place there is no land fit to tread on, it 
being all a quagmire down to the fea. There 


Jalfo we find a Point, which parts the mouths - 


of the AGfifipi : That to the right is called. 
the South-Pa/s, or Channel ; the Weft Point of 
which runs two leagues Artier into the fea 
than the Point of the South-eaf?-Pafs, which 
is tothe left of that of the South Pafs. At firft, 
veflels entred by the South-eaft Pafs, but be- 
fore we go down to it, we find to the left the 
Ea/t-Pafs, which is that by which fhips en- 
ter at prefent. 


At each of thefe three Paffes, or Channels,. 


a is a Bar, as in all other rivers: Thefle 


bars are three quarters of a league broad, with 


Jonly eight or nine feet water: But there is 2 
}channel through this bar, which being often 
Vubje&t to fhift, the coafting pilot is obliged 
jto be always founding, in order to be fure of 
ithe pais: This channel is, at low water, be- 
| tween feventeen and eighteen feet deep *, 


(Vor. I, co This 


mit mentioning, that no fhip can either en~ 
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This defcription may fuffice to fhew, i 
the falling in with the land from fea is bad ;, 
the land fcarce appears two leagues off ; ville. 1 
doubtlefs made the Spaniards call the Adiff, ifs | 
i 
i 


Rio Efcondido, the hid River. This river is) 
generally muddy, owing to the waters of the 

Miffouri ; for before this jun@tion, the watery 
of the AMfi/ipi is very clear. I muft not 0-| 


ter, or continue in the river, when the wa+ 
ters dre high, on account of the prodigious 
numbers of trees, and vaft quantities of dead: 
wood, which it carries down; and which: 
together with the canes, leaves, mud, on 
fand, which the fea throws back upon the 
coaft, are continually augmenting the land, 
and make it project into he Gulf of Adextto; 


like the bill of a bird. 
I fhould be naturally led to divide e Loui 
into the Higher and Lower, on account of the | 
great difference there is between the two prin- 
cipal parts of this vaft country. “The Highe: 
I would call that part, in which we find Rone, 
which we firft meet with between the river o. 
the Natchez and that of the Ya/ous, betwee | 
which is a clif of a fine free-ftone 5 and | 


thing but little ifles, produced by fome trees, tho’ the foi 
be nothing but a fand bottom. ee. II 
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would terminate that part at Wanchac, where 


the high lands end. I would extend the Lower 


Louifiana from thence down to the fea. The 
bottom of the lands.on the hills is a red clay, 
and fo compaét, as might afford a folid foun- 


dation for any Bdildiae whatever. This clay is 
covered by alight earth, which is almoft black, 


and very fertile. The grafs grows there knee 
deep; and in the bottoms, which: feparate 
_thefe {mall eminences, it is higher than the 


-talleft man. Towards the end of September both 


are fucceflively fet on fire ; and in cight or ten 


days young grafs fhoots up half a foot high. 
One will ecafily judge, that in fuch paftures 
herds of all creatures fatten extraordinarily, 


: The flat country is watery, and appears to have 
been formed by every thing that comes down 
} to the fea. Ithall add, that pretty near the 

_ Nachitoches we find. banks of mufcle-thells, 
NM fach as thofe of which Cockle-Ifland is formed. 


The neighbouring nation affirms, that ac- 


cording to their’ old tradition, the fea for- 


merly came up to this place. The women of 
this nation go and gather thefe fhells, and 


make a powder of them, which they mix” 


with the earth, of which they make heir). 
pottery, or earthen ware. However, f would 
not advife the ufe of thefe hells indifferently 


dor this purpofe, becaufe they are naturally 


Tt; 2 apt 
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apt to crack in the fre: I have therefore rea 
fon to think, that thofe found at the Nach 
toches have acquired their good quality only 
by the difcharge of their falts, from continu-' 
ing for fo many ages out of the fea. 


If we may give credit to the tradition of 
thefe people, and if we would reafon on the) 
facts I have advanced, we fhall be naturally,’ 
led to believe, and indeed every thing in this. 
country fhews it, that the Lower Louifiana is, 
acountry gained on the fea, whofe bottom, 
is a cryftal fand, white as fnow, fine as flour,, 
and fuch as is found both to the Eaft and, 
Weft of the AZi/ifipi; and we may expect, 
that in future ages, the fea and the river may, 
form another land like that of the Lower. 
Louifiana. The Fort Balife fhews, that a cen-, 
tury is fufficient to extend Loui/iana two: 


leagues towards the fea, 


| 
"| 
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eee Cy AD. IL 

The Author's Fourney in Louifiana, from 
_ the Natchez to the River St. Francis, 
and the Country of the Chicafaws. 


KY ER fince my arrival in Louifiana, i 

~~ made it my bufinefs to get information 
vin whatever was new therein, and to make 
difcoveries of fuch things as might be fervice- - 
Jable to fociety. I therefore refolved to take 
ja journey through the country. And after 
jleaving my plantation to the care of my 
friends and neighbours,. I prepared for a jour- 
Iney into the interior parts of the province, in 
order to learn the nature of the foil,. its. va~ 
‘fous productions, and to make difcoveries. 
“not mentioned by others. 


_ LT wanted. to travel both for my own in- 
ftruction,, and for the benefit of the publick : 
But at the fame time I defired to be alone, 
without any of my own countrymen with 
me; who, as they neither have patience, nor 
are made for fatigue, would be ever teazing 
‘me toreturn again, and not readily take up 
either with the fare or accommodations, to be 
met with on. fuch a journey. I. therefore 
eg L 3 pitched — 
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pitched upon ten Jnxdians, who are indefati- 


gable, robuft, and tra€table, and fufficiently i 


fkilled in hunting, a qualification neceflary on 


fuch journeys. Endy to them my whole | 


defigns told them, we fhould avoid paffing 


thro’ any inhabited countries, and would.take |: 
our journeys through fuch as were unknown il 
and uninhabited ; becaufe I travelled, in or= | 


der to difcover what no one before could in- 


form me about. This explication pleafed : 
them; and on their part they promifed, I) 
fhould have no reafon to be diffatisfied «with 


them. ‘But they objected, they were under 


apprehentfions of lofing themfelves in countries | 


they did not know. To remove’ thefe appre- 


henfions, I fhewed them a mariner’s compass 
which removed all their difficulties, after 7 
had explained to them the manner of ufing 


it, in order to avoid lofing our way. 


We fat out in the month of September, 
which is the beft feafon of the year for begin- 


ning a journey in this «country: In the firk 
place, becaufe, during the fummer, the grafs 
is too high for travelling; whereas in the 


month of September, the meadows, the grafs 


of which is then dry, are fet on fire, and the 
ground becomes fmooth, and eafy to walk 


on: And hence it is, ‘that at this time,~. 


clouds 


‘sf 


I 


Ihe 
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clouds of {moke are feen for feveral days to- 
igether to extend over a long track of coun-— 
ltry. 3 fometimes to the tence between 
twenty and thirty leagues in length, by two 
or three leagues in breadth, more or lefs, ac- 
cording as the wind fets, and is higher or 
lower. In the fecond p'ace, this feaforr is the 
| moft commodious for travelling over thofe 
countries; becaufe, by means of the rain, 
| which ordinarily falls after the grafs is burnt, 
the game fpread themfelves all over the mea- 
| dows, and delight to feed on the new grals 5 


which is the reafon why travellers more eafily 
find provifions at this time than at any other. 
What befides facilitates thefe excurfions in 
Autumn, or in the beginning of Winter, is, 


1 that. all works in the fields are then at an 


end, or at leaft the hurry of them is over. — 


For the firft days of our journey the game 


"was pretty rare, becaufe they fhun the neigh- 


bourhood of men; if you except the deer, 
which are fpread all over the country, their 
nature being to roam indifferently up and 
down ; fo that at firft we were obliged ta 
put up with this fare. We often met with 
flights of partridges, which the natives can- 
not kill, becaufe they cannot fhoot flying; I 
killed fome for a change. The fecond day I 


shad a turkey-hen brought to regale me. The 
L4 _ difco- 
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difcoverer, who killed it, told me, there were} 
a great many in the fame place, but that he 
could do nothing without a dog. I have of-) 
ten heard of a turkey-chace, but never had} 
an opportunity of being at one: I-went with) 
him, and took my dog along with me. Oni 
coming to the fpot, we foon defcried the hens,’ 
which ran off with fuch fpeed, that the fwift-|| 
eft Indian would lofe his labour, in attempt-!' 
ing to outrun them. My dog foon came up) 
with them, which made them take to their! 
wings, and perch on the next trees; as long), 
as they are not purfued in this manner, they, 
only run, and are foon out of fight. I came, 
near their place of retreat, killed the largefts 
a fecond, and my difcoverer a third, We 
mieht have killed the whole flock ; - for, while 
they fee any men, they never quit the tree, 
they have once perched on. Shooting fcares. : 
them not, as they only look at the bird that, 
drops, and fet up a timorous cry, as he falls... 


Before I proceed, it is proper to fay a wane | 

. trea 
concerning my difcoverers, or feouts. I had’ 
always three of them out, one a-head, and 
one on each hand of me; commonly diftant a’ 
Jeague from me, and as much from éach 6-* 
other. Their condition of fcouts, prevented 
nat their carrying each his bed, and provie’ 


fions | | 


: 
{ 


i 
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fons for thirty-fix hours upon occafion. Tho’ 


hofe near my own perfon were more loaded, 
{ however fent them out, fometimes one,. 
-jometimes another, either to a neighbouring. 


nountain or valley: So that Ihad three or 


our at leaft, both on my tight and left, who 


went out to make difcoveries a {mall diftance: 


off. I did thus,.in order to have nothing to 


‘feproach myfelf with, in point of vigilance, 
ince I had begun. to take the ope of ma— 
cing difcoveriess. 


The next bufinefs was,. to make ourfelves: 


nutually underftood, notwithftanding our di- 
_jtance: We agreed, therefore, on.certain fig- 
lnals, which are abfolutely neceffary on fuch. 
oecafions. Every day,. at:nine in the morn- 
_\ng, at noon, and: at.three in the afternoon,, 
‘we made a fmoke.. This fignal was the hour. 
marked for making a fhort halt, in order to 
cnow,.whether the {couts followed.each other, 
| ind whether they were nearly at. the-diftance. 


igreed on. Thefe fmokes were made at the 


4ours I mentioned, which are the divifions of 
the-day according to the Indians. They di- 

vide their day into four equal parts ; the firft 
contains-the half of the morning ; the feeond, 
| ig at noon 5 the third comprizes the half of 
ee afternoon; and the fourth, the other half. 


Les of 
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of the afternoon to the evening. It was ac-|_ 
cording to this ufage our fignals were mutu-|) 
ally made, by which we regulated our courfe,|, 
and places of rendezvous. 


We marched for fome days without finding} 
any thing, ‘which could either engage my at- 
tention, or fatisfy my curiofity. True it is, 
this was fufficiently made up in another re- 
fpect; as we travelled over a charming coun-| 
try, which might juftly furnifh our painters) 
of the fineft imagination with genuine notions’. 
of landfkips. Mine, I own, was highly de-* 
lighted with the fight of fine plains, diverfi-’ 
fied with very extenfive and highly delightful’ 
meadows. The plains were intermixed with” 
thickets, planted by the hand of Nature her-_ 
felf; and interfperfed with hills, runting of 
in gentle declivities, and with valleys, thick: 
fet, and adorned with woods, which ferve for, 
a retreat to the moft timorous animals, as the 
thickets fcreen the buffaloes from the abun | 
dant dews of the country. i 


I longed much to kill a buffalo idl 7. 
own hand ; I therefore told my people, my) 
intention to kill one of the firft herd we fhould | | 
meet ; nor did a day pafs, in which we did 
not fee feveral herds ; the leaft of which ex-— i 
ceeded | 


—— aes eS 


y 
: 


yo 
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“seeded a hundred and thirty or a hundred and 


ifty in number. 


Next morning we efpied a herd of upwards 


of two hundred. The wind ftood, as 1 could 
save wifhed, being in our faces, and blowing, 
‘rom the herd ; which is a great advantage in 
his chace; becaufe when the wind blows 


_lrom you towards the buffaloes, they come to 


cent you, and run away, before you can. 


some within gun-fhot of them; whereas, 
when the wind blows from them on the hunt- 
‘ors, they do not fly till they can diftinguifh 
jyou by fight : And then, what greatly favours 
oe coming very near to them is, that the 


curled hair, which falls down between their 


: |e ‘upon their eyes, is fo bufhy, as greatly 
to confufe their fight. ‘In this manner I came © 
within: full gun-fhot of them, pitched upon 
‘one of the fatteft, fhot him at the extremity 
of the fhoulder, and brought him down ftone~ 
dead. The natives, who ftood looking on, 
“were ready to fire, had I happened to wound 
him but flightly ; forin that cafe, thefe ani- 
mals are apt to turn upon the lel who 
. thus wounds them. ; 


Upon tame the buffalo aie eee dead, 

and the reft taking to flight, the natives told 
yme, with a fmile: “* ‘You kill ‘the males, do 
| 4 L 6 66 you 
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‘6 you intend to make tallow ?” I anfwered,| 
I did it on purpofe, to fhew them the manner} 
of making him good meat, though a male. I} 
caufed his belly to be opened quite warm, the}: 
entrails to be taken out directly, the bunch,) 
tongue, and chines to be cut out 3 one of the} | 
chines to be laid on the coals, of which T| 
made them all tafte; and they all agreed, 
the meat was juicy, and of an exquifite fla-| 
vour. | 


I then took occafion to remonftrate to them; | : 
that if, inftead of killing the cows, as was al» H 
ways their cuftom, they killed the bulls, the) 
difference in point of profit would be very’ 
confiderable: As, for inftance, a good com- i 
merce with the French in tallow, with which « 
the bulls abound; bulls flefh is far more de- ’ 
licate and tender than cow’s; a third advan- ‘ 
tage is, the felling of the fkins at a higher || 
rate, as being much better ; in fine, this kind } 
of game, fo advantageous to the country, ' 
would thereby efcape being quite deftroyed ; * 
whereas, by killing the cows, the breed of : 
thefe animals is greatly impaired. me | 


{ made a foup, that was of an exquifite ' 
flavour, but fomewhat fat, of the broth boil- ° 
ed from the marrow-bones of this buffalo, the 
reft of the broth ferving to make maiz-gruels | 

git called 


4 
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“called Sagamity, which to my tafte furpafled 
‘the beft difh in France: The bunch on the 
back would have graced the table of did 
‘'Prince. 


In the route I held, I kept more on the fides: 
of the hills than on the plains. Above fome 
of thefe fides, or declivities, I found, in fome 
\places, little eminemces, which lay peeled, or 
bare, and difclofed a firm and compact clay,. 
Jor pure matrix, and of the fpecies of that of 
Lapis Calaminaris. Vhe intelligent in Mine- 
ralogy underftand what I would be at. ‘The 
| little grafs, which grows there, was obferved 
to droop, as alfo three or four mis-fhapen 
‘|trees, no bigger than-one’s leg ; one of which 
I caufed to be cut down ; when, to my afto~ 

nifhment I faw, it was upwards of fixty years 
‘ftanding. The neighbouring country was fer-. 
tile, in proportion: to its diftance from this: 
fpot. Near that place we faw game of every 
“kind, and in. plenty, and never towards the 


fummit. > fg j 


F | 

We ‘crofied the We aff ‘fp ipi feverat times ‘upon 
Cajeux, (rafts, or floats, made of feveral bun- 
dles of canes, laid acrofs each other; a kind’ 
of extemporancous pontoon,) in order to take: 
‘a view of mountains, which had raifed’ my: 
elie I obferved, that both fides. of the 
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river had their feveral advantages; but that 
the Weft fide is better watered; appeared | 


alfo to be more fruitful both in minerals, and | : 
in what relates to agriculture ; for which laft 
it feems much more adapted than the Eaft | 


fide. 


Notwithftanding our precaution to make | 


fignals, one of my fcouts happened one day to 


ftray, becaule the weather was fogey; fo that I! 
he did not return at night to our hut; at | 


which I was very uneafy, and could not fleep; 
as he was not returned, tho’ the fignals of call 


had been repeated till night clofed. About © 


nine next morning he caft up, telling us he 
had been in purfuit of a drove of deer, which 
were led by one that was altogether white: 


But that not being able to come up with, 


them, he picked up, on the fide of a hill, 


fome fmall fharp ftones, of which he brought, ; 


va fample. 


* 
oi 


~ Thefe ftones I received with pleafure, be- 


caufe I had not yet feen any in all this coun 
try, only a hard red free-ftone in a chi on 
the Aiififipz. Atter carefully examining thofe, 


which my difcoverer brought me, I found 


they were a gyp/um. 1 took home fome pieces, ,. 


and on my return examined them more atten- 
tively ; found them to be very clear, tranfpa- 
rent, 


, 
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ent, and friable ; when calcined, they turn- pase 
dextremely white, and with them I made ; 
ome fadtitious marble. This gave me hopes, 
hat this country, producing Plafter of Paris, 
aight, befides, have ftones for building. — 


I wanted to fee the fpot myfelf: We fat 
“out about noon, and travelled for about three 
“eagues before we came to it. I examined 
“he fpot, which to me appeared to be a large 
quarry of Plafter. 


| As to the white deer abovementioned, I ie 
earned from the Indians, that fome fuch were r 
yo be met with, tho’ but rarely, and that only 
n countries, not frequented by the hunters. 


_ The wind being fet in for rain, we refolv= 
ed to put ourfelves under fhelter. The place 
where the bad weather overtook us was very 
fit to fet up at. On going out to hunt, we 
“difcovered, at five hundred paces off, in the 
‘defile, or narrow pafs, a brook of a very clear 
water, a very commodious watering-place for 
‘the buffaloes, which were in , otea numbers 
all around us. , 


| My companions foon raifed a cabin, well- 
| feciihea to the North. As we refolved to con= 
“tinue there for eight days it leaft, they made: 
jit {Q clofe as to keep out the cold: In the 

night, 
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night, I felt nothing of the feverity of the, 
North wind, tho’ I lay but lightly covered), 
My bed. confifted of a bear’s. fkin, and two 
robes or coats of buffalo; the bear fkin, witl, 
the flefh fide undermoft, being laid on leaves} 
and the pile uppermoft by way of ftraw-bed |, 
one of the buffalo coats folded double by way, 
of feather-bed ; one half of the other undei i 
me ferved for a matrafs, and the other over i 
me for a coverlet: Three canes, or boughs, 
bent to a femicircle, one at the head, aa 
in the middle, and a third at the feet, fup-. 
ported a cloth, which formed my tefter and, 
curtains, and fecured' me from the i injuries of 
_ the air, and the ftings of the gnats and mof-’ 
kitto’s. My Indians had their ordinary: 
bunting and travelling beds, which confitt of' 

a deer {kin and:a buffalo.coat, which they al 
ways carry with them, when. they expect to’ 
Ne out of their villages. We refted nine days,’ 
and regaled ourfelves with choice buffalo, tur- 
key, partridge, pheafants,. &c.. | 


The difcovery I had made of the plafter, 
put me to look out, during our flay, in all, 
the places round about, for many leagues. I. 
was at laft tired’ of beating about fuch fine. 
plains, without difcovering the leaft thing,’ 
and k had refolved to go far to the North, 
when 


oe 
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hen at the noon-fignal the {cout a-head wai- 
d to fhew me a fhining and fharp ftone, of 
length and fize of one’s thumb, and as 
juare as a joiner could have made a piece of 


ood of the fame bignefs. I imagined it 
ight be rock-cryftal : To be aflured thereof, 
‘took a large mufquet-flint in my left hand, 
-efenting its head, or thick end, on which I 
ruck with one of the edges of the cryftal ; 
4d drew much more fire than with the fineft 
eel: And notwithftanding the many ftrokes 


gave, the piece of cryftal was not in the 


aft fcratched or ftreaked. 


i examined thefe ftones, and found pieces 
‘f different magnitudes, fome fquare, others 
“rith fix faces, even and fmooth hke mirrors, 


ighly tranfparent, without any veins or fpots. 


ome of thefe pieces jutted out of the earth, 
ke ends of beams, two feet and upwards in 
-ength; others in confiderable numbers, from 


even to nine inches; above all, thofe with 


“ix panes, or faces. There was a great num- 
er of a middling and {maller fort: My peo- 
le wanted to carry fome with them; but fT 
\iffuaded: them. My reafon was, I appre- 


sended fome Frenchman might by prefents-pre- 


-ail'on them to difcover the place. — 


q ft 
iif “For 
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For my part, I carefully obferved the lati}! 
tude, and followed, on fetting out, a parti}! 
cular point of the compafs, to come to a rive! 


which I knew. I took that route, under prel! 
tence of going to a certain nation, to procurt., 


dry provifions, which we were in want of}, 


and which are of great help on a journey, 


Ww e arrived, after feven days march, at thal’ 
nation, by whom we were well received. My' 
hunters brought in daily many duck and teal) 
I agreed with the natives of the place for ; 
large pettyauger of black walnut, to go dowr’ 
their river, and afterwards to go up the Mi up 


hyjipi. 


I had a ftrong inclination to go up , fil 
higher North, in order to difcover mines. wi 
embarked, and the eleventh day of our paf, 
fage I caufed the pettyauger to be unladen 0, 
every thing, and concealed in the water, which, 
was then low. I loaded feven men with th 
things we had. d 
i 
Matters thus ordered, we fet out according, 


to the intention I had to go Northward. 1! 
obferved every day, with new pleafure, the, | 
more we advanced to that quarter, the mort, 
beautiful and fertile the country was, abound: “ 
ing in game of Bates: kind: ‘The a ° 

: eer 


q 
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ery are numerous; at every turn we meet 


“th them ; and not a day paffed without fee- 
' x herds of buffaloes, fometimes five or fix, 


upwards of an hundred in a drove. 


“In fuch journeys as thefe, we always take 


» our night’s lodging near wood and water, 
here we put up in good time : Then at fun-. 


| 5 when every thing in Nature is hufh’d, 


e were charmed with the enchanting war- 
ing of different birds ; fo that one would be 
clined to fay, they referved this favourable 
coment for the melody and harmony of their 
ing, to celebrate, undifturbed and at their 
fe, the benefits of the Creator. On the o-. 
er hand, we are difturbed in the night, by 
te hideous noife of the numberlefs water- 
ywis, that are fo be feen on the Afifi/ipi, 


jnd every river or lake near it, fuch as cranes, 
'amingo’s, wild geefe, herons, faw-bills, 
lucks, &c. 


ie r 


_As we proceeded further North, we began 
2 fee flocks of fwans roam through the air,. 


i 


aount out of fight, and proclaim their paf- 
age by their piercing fhrill cries. We for 
ome days followed the courfe of a rivers 
the head of which we found, in a very 1e- 
ired place, a beaver-dam. 


Pi 


We 
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We fet up our hut within reach of this re 
treat, or village of beavers; but at fuch | 
diftance, as that they could not obferve ou, 
fire. I put my people on their guard again{| 
making any noife, or firing their pieces, fol 
fear of {caring thofe animals ; and thought i} 
even neceflary to forbid them to cut any wood) 
the better to conceal ourfelves. 


After taking all thefe precautions, we rofl) 
and were on foot againft the time of moon): 
thine, pofted ourfelves in a place, as diftan|: 
from the huts of the beavers, as from thi 
caufey, or bank, which dammed up the way 
ters of the place where they were. I took 
my fufit and pouch, according to my cuftom, 
of never travelling without them. But each; 
indian was only to take with him a little, 
hatchet, which all travellers in. this country, 
carry with them. I took the oldeft of «my, 
retinue, after having pointed out to the O=, 
thers the place of ambufh, and the manner, 
im which the branches of trees we had cut; 
were to be fet to cover us. I then went: to-, 
wards the middle of the dam, with my old, 


raan, who had his hatchet, and ordered him} . 
| 


foftly to make a gutter, or trench, a foot) 
wide, which he began on the outfide of the, 
cauley, or dam, croffing it quite to the. wa- 


fter..|| 


es 
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r. This he did, by removing the earth with 
s hands. As foon as the gutter was f- 
ifhed, and the water ran into it, we fpee-_ 
dy, and without any noife, retired to our 
lace of ambufh, in order to obferve the 
ehaviour of the sales in repairing this 
each. 


A little after we were got behind our fcreen 
f boughs, we heard the water of the gutter 
2gin to make a noife: And a moment afters 
beaver came out of his hut and plunged into 
ie water. We could only know this by the 
vife, but we faw him at once upon the bank 

-dam, and diftingily perceived, that he took 
| pie of the gutter, after which he inftant- 
) gave with all his force four blows with his 
| ; ; and had fcarce ftruck the fourth, but all 

e beavers threw themfelves pell-mell into the 
vater, and came upon the dam: When they 
rere all come thither, one of them muttered 
ad mumbled to the reft (who all ftood very 
ttentive) I know not what orders, but which 
ney doubtlefs underftood well, becaufe they 
aftantly departed, and went out on the banks 
f the pond, one party one way; another, 
nother way. Thofe next us were between us 
nd the dam, and we at the proper diftance, 
iot to be feen, and to obferve them, Some of 
i ; them 


| 
| 
| 
i 
) 
} 
| 
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ee ——eEEOEOEeEEEEe tates 


se 


2.38 THE “HISTOR 
- them made mortar, others carried it on thi’ 
tails, which ferved for fledges. I obfery}. 
they put themfelves two and two fide by fip 
the one with his head to the other’s tail, 4! 
thus mutually loaded each other, and trai : 
the mortar, which was pretty fit, quite to ; 
dam, where others remained to take it, pu}: 
into the gutter, and rammed it with blows 
their tails. 5 i 


The noife, which the water made before!’ 
its fall, foon ceafed, and the breach was elo!’ 
in a fhort time: Upon which one of the b | 
vers ftruck two great blows with his tail, qd! 
inftantly they all took. to the water with¢! 
any noife, and difappeared. We retired, 
order to take a little reft in our hut; where | 
remained till day; butas foon‘as it appear'| 
I longed much to. fatisfy my curiofity abi! 
thefe creatures. 


My people together made a pretty large E 
deep breach, in order to view the conftruat 
of the dam, which I fhall defcribe ‘prefentl 
We then made noife enough, without furt)) 

ceremony. . This noife, and the water, whi, 
the beavers obferved foon to lower, gave thi: 
much uneafinefs ; fo that I faw one of thi: 
at different times come pretty near to US, f 
order to examine what paffed, 


~; 


' 
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As I apprehended, that when the water was 

an off, they would all take flight to the 

roods, we quitted the breach, and went to 

onceal ourfelves all round the pond, in order 

> kill only one, the more narrowly to exa- 

nine it; efpecially as thefe beavers were of 

ne grey kind, which are not fo common as - 
he brown. ? 


- One of the beavers ventured to go upon the 
reach, after having feveral times approached 
ty and returned again likeafpy. I Jay inam- 
uth in the bottom, at the end of the dam: I 
aw him return, he furveyed the breach, then 
truck four blows, which faved his life, for I 
hen aimed at him. But thefe four blows, fo 
well ftruck, made me judge, it was the fignal 
of call for all the reft, juft as the night before. 
This alfo made me think, he might be the 
werfeer of the works, and I did not choofe 
‘o deprive the Republic-of Beavers of a mem- 
ber, who appeared fo neceflary to it. I there- 
fore waited till others fhould appear : A little 
after, one came and pafied clofe by me, in 
order to go to work; I made no {cruple to 
lay him at his full length, on the perfuafion he 
might only be a common labourer. My thot 
made them all return to their cabins, with 
Sreater fpeed than a hundred blows of the tail 
; of 
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of their Overfeer could have done. As fod’ 
as I had killed this beaver, I called my co : 
panions ; and finding, the water did not r 
off quick enough, I caufed the breach to | 
widened, and J examined the dead. : ! 
I obferved thefe beavers to be a third 1q! 
thanthe brown or common fort, but their mal 
the fame ; having the fame head, fame fa] 
teeth, fame beards, legs as fhort, paws equal) 
furnifhed with claws, and with membranes | 
webs, and in all refpects made like the othe, 
The only difference is, ‘that they are of ¢ 
afh-grey, and that the long pile, which pafl 
over the foft wool, is filvered, or whitith, hs | 


During this examination, I caritédaih ul 
people to cut boughs, canes, and reeds, to li 
thrown in towards the end of the pond, | 
order to pafs over the little mud, which wi 
in that place ; and at the fame time I cauf¢ 
fome fhot to be fired on the cabins that 1a! 
neareft us. The report of the guns and th’ 
rattling of the fhot on the roofs of the cab 
bins, made them al] fly into the woods wit 


) 


the greateft precipitation imaginable, W' 


came at length to a cabin, in which ther 
were not fix inches of water. I caufed t' 


undo the roof without breaking any thing’ 


during which, I faw the piece of afpin' 


tred | 
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Jee, which was laid under the cabin for their 
ovifions. 


I obferved fifteen pieces of wood, with 
eir bark in part gnawed. ‘The cabin alfo 
id fifteen cells round the hole in the mid- 
fe, at. which they went out ; which made 
¢e think each had his own cell. 


vy 


_I am now to give a fketch of the architec- 
ire of thefe amphibious animals, and an 
yeount of their villages ; ’tis thus I call the 
Jace of their abode, after the Canadians and 
Ve Indians, with whom I agree; and allow, 
efe animals deferve fo much the more to 
eeeaem from others, as I find their 
tin@ far fuperior to that of other animals. 
all not carry the parallel any farther, it 

| light become ofteniive. 


|| The cabins of the Beavers are round, 
: wing about ten or twelve feet in diameter, 
jcording to the number, more or lefs, of 
sed inhabitants. I mean, that this dia~ 
‘eter is to be taken on the flooring at about 
| foot above the water, when it is even with 
| c dam: But as the upper part runs to a 
int, the under is much larger than the floor- 
., which we may reprefent to ourfelves, 
|; fuppofing all the upright pofts to refemble 
‘Vou. M the 


Oa) - STEP E™ Ot) © oe 
the legs of a great A, whofe middle ftroke j ! 
the flooring. Thefe pofts are picked out, 
and we might fay,, well proportioned, feeing | 
‘at the height this flooring. is to be laid at) 
there is a hock for bearing bars, which bj) 
that means, form the circumference of th, 
flooring.. The, bars again bear traverfes, q, 
crofs pieces of timber, which are the joifts} ' 
canes and erals complete this flooring, whic) 
has a hole in the middle to-go out at, ' whe 


they pleafe, and inte this all the cells: opel}. 


) 


‘The dam is eiriel of timbers, in the thay, rh 
of St. dndrew’s crofs, or of a great X, laid clot 
together, and kept firm by.timbers laid length, 
wife, which are continued from,one.end of th 
dam.to the other, and.placed.on,the Sti 4), 
drew’s crofles ; the whole is fill’d with eartl 
clapped clofe by great blows of their tailj 
The infide of the dam, next the water,. ) 
almoft: perpendicular; but on’ the outtid, 
it has a great flope, that grafs coming t 
grow thereon, may prevent the — “a ] 
‘paties there; to carry away the earth. | 


7 


¥. faw them. neither cut nor convey th 
timbers along 5 but it is to. be prefumec. 
their manner is the fame as that of othe! 
Beavers, who never cut but a foft wood « 


fer;which purpofe they ufe their four sal 
teeth! 
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seth, which are extremely fharp. Thefe 
imbers they pufh and roll befere them on 
he land, as they do on the water, till they 
ome to the place; where they want to lay 
hem.~ I obferved thefe grey Beavers to be 
aoré’ chilly; or fenfible of cold, than the 
ther fpecies: And it is doubtlefs for this 
eafon, they draw nearer to the South, 


R We fet out tom this place, to come to a 
igh ground, which feemed to be continued 
© a great diftance. We. came, the fame 
vening, to the foot of it, but the day was 
00 far. advanced to afcend it. The day fol- 
owing we went up to its top, found it a 
r° alg fome fmall eminences at inter- 
. ‘Vhere appeared-to be very little wood 
ie. fill lefs wateér, and leaft of all -ftone:; 
hough probably there may be fome in-its 
»owels, having. obferved fome ftones in 2 
part where the gatas was tumbled dowh. 


i, 
| 
| 
i 
; 
F 
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. 
| 
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We ace weately examined all this Yifing 
ground, without difcovering any thing 3 and 
ho? that day we travelled upwards a five 

leagues, yet we were not three leagues dif- 
tant Poth the hut we fet out from in the 
morning. This high ground would have: 
been j avery comnmodious fituation for a fine | 
~ M 2 palace ; 


a ———— eee 
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palace; as from its edges is a very difta 1 
profpect. 


- Next day, after a ramble of about tw/' 
leagues and a half, I had the fignal of ca}: 
to my right. Iinftantly flew thither § an|’ 
when I came, the fcout fhewed me a meal i 
{ticking out of the earth knee high, and ni 
inches in diameter. The Indian took it at | 
diftance for the ftump of a tree, and was fun) 
prized to find wood cut in a country, whic}, 
appeared to have been never frequented), | 
But when he came near enough to form}; 
judgment about it, he faw, from the figurs| 
that it was a very different thing: And thi | 
was the reafon he made the fignal of call. f 


I was highly -pleafed. at this. difcoveey 
which was that of a lead-ore. I hadalfo th, 
fatisfaction to find my perfeyerance ge i 
penfed; but in particular I was ravifhed 
admiration, on feeing this wonderful preduc. 
tion, and the power of the foil of this pro: 
wince, conftraining, as it were, the mineral’ 

| 


to difclofe themfelves. I continued to feare: 
all around, and I difcovered ore in fever: 
places. We returned to lodge at our Be 
hut, on account of the convenience of.’ we 
‘ter, which was too Hearce on this hig 
ground. | 


a 
| 
: 


a 
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We fet out from thence, in order to come 
earer to the Miififipi: Thro’ every place 
ve pafled, nothing but herds of buffaloes, 
Ik, ‘deer, and other animals of every, kind, 
vere to be feen; efpecially, near rivers and 
srooks.. Bears, on the other hand, keep in 
he thick Hee, where they find their pro- 
rer food. 


I “After a march ‘of five tvs tT ened a 
fountain tomy right, which feemed fo high, 
$ to excite my curiofity. Next morning 
_ directed thither my courfe, where we ar- 
ived about three in the afternoon. We ftop- 
xed at the foot of the mountain, where we 
ound a fine fpring iffuing out of the rock. 


i The day following we went up to its top, 
‘it is ftoney. Though there is earth 
mnough fot plants, yet they are fo thin fown, 
hat hardly two hundred could be found on 
in ge of ground, ‘Frees are alfo very 

re on that fpot, and thefe poor, meagre, and 
vancerous. ‘The ftones I found. there are all 
it for making lime. 


“We from thence took the route that fhould 
carry us to our pettyauger, a journey but of a 
ew days. We drew the pettyauger out of 
he water, and there pafled the night, Next 
iO se ee REM 
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day we crofled the AZ/ifipi; in going yj} 
which we killed a fhe-bear, with her cubs|! 
For during the winter, the banks of the JG ! 
Sif ip are lined with them ; and it is rare, if! 
going up the river, not to fee many crofs i i} 
in a day, in fearch of food; the want. of! 
which makes them quit the banks. 


I continued my route in going up the Mil | 
ft if; (pi quite to the Chicafaw Cliffs, ( Lcores |, 
Prud’ homme) where I was told I fhould fin) 
fomething for the benefit of the colony}, 
‘This was what excited my curiofity. 


. Vv) 
( 


Being arrived at thofe cliffs we landed, ani, | 
concealed, after unlading it, the pettyaugey 
in the water ; and froin that day I fought, 
and at length found the iron-mine, of whic, | 
{had had fome hint&givenme. After bein, 
fure of this, I carefully fearched all around | 
to find cafline: But this was impoftible. 
However, ] believe it may be found high 
up, in afcending the Mififipi, but that car. 
J leave to thofe who hereafter hall choofe t 
undertake the whe that mine:.I had 
however, fome amends made me for my trou 
ble; as in fearching, I found fome marks | 
pit-coal in the neighbourhood, a thing’ a 
leaft as ufeful in other parts of the clone a 
in this. 


Afte 
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_ After having made my reflections, I re- 
aed’ in alittle time to return home; but 
seing loth to leave fo fine a country, I pene- 
‘ated a little farther into it; and in this 
fhort excurfion I efpied a final] hill, all bare 
and parched, having on its top only two trees 
in a very drooping condition, and {carce any 
grafs, befides fome litt'e tufts, diftant enough 
afunder, which grew on a very firm clay. 
The bottom of this hill was not fo barren, 
and the adjacent country fertile as in other 
parts. ‘Thefe indications made me prefume 
there might ibid a mine in that fpot. 

' 

I at length returned towards the 1; iffifipes 
in order to meet again the pettyauger. As 
in all this country, and in all the height of 
the colony we find. numbers of buffaloes, 

lk, deer, and other game; fo we find num- 
ers of wolves, fome tigers, Cat-a-mounts, 

(Pichous and carrion-crows, all of them car- 
‘ivorous animals, which I thall hereafter 

ef{cribe.. When we came near the Mififpi 
we made the fignal of recognition, which 
was anfwered, tho’ at fome diftance. it was 
| there my people killed fome buffaloes, to be 
_dreffed and cured in their manner, for our. 
journey. We embarked at length, and went 
down the Ai/fi/ipi, till we came within 2 

M 4 league 


‘ 
: 
J 
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ae 


league of the common landing-place. ~ The’ 
Jndians hid the pettyauger, and went home 
to their village. As for myfelf, I got hom¢' 

towards dufk, where I found my neighbour)’ j 
and flaves furprized, and at the fame timq 
glad, at my unexpected return, as if it had | 
been from a hunting pane in the scighbou t 
(eo neha ii 


el was enetlle well re ett to stieine at hoa 
to fee my flaves all in perfe@-health, and all: 
my affairs in good order: But I was ftrongly) 
imprefled with the beauties of the counter 
Thad feen. I could have: wifhed to end my} 
days in thefe: charming folitudes, at a dif- 
tance from the tumultuous hurry of the) 
world, far from the pinching gripe of avarice 
and deceit. There it is, faid I to myfelf, 
one relifhes a thoufand innocent delights, 
and which are repeated with a fatisfaction 


evernew. It is there one lives exempt from 
the affaults ef cenfure,. detraction, and ca= 
jumny. In thofedelightfome meadows,which | 
often extend far out of fight, and where we | 


fee fo many different {pecies of animals, there 


it is we have occafion to admire the benefi- | 
cence of the Creator. To conelude, there 
it is, that at the gentle purling of a pure and. 


living water, and enchanted with the con- 
certs 


| 
| 
: 


; 
i 


| 
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certs of birds, which fill the neighbouring 
thickets, we may agreeably contemplate the 
_ wonders of nature, and examine them all at 
our leifure. 


I had reafons for concealing my joufney, 
and ftronger reafons ftill to fupprefs what I 
had difcovered, in order to avail myfelf there- 
of afterwards : But the crofles I underwent, 
_and the misfortunes of my life, have, to this 
day, prevented me from profiting by thefe 
_ difcoveries, in returning to that charmin 
country, and even fo much as to lay them 

p before ue Bublink, 
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C HA Po. HE oil a 
Of the Nature of the Lands of Louifiana. 
The Lands on the Coaft. = — 


TN order to defcribe the nature of this coun-. j 
try, with fome method, I fhall firft {peak 
of the place we land at, and fhall therefore be- | 
‘gin with thecoaft; I fhall then go up the Mif- 
Jifpi; the reverfe of what I did in the Geo- 
graphical defcription, in which I defcribed | 
Moat river from its fource down to its mouth. |; 


The coat, which was the firft inhabited, ; 
extends from Rio Perdido to the lake of St. | 
Louis: This ground is a very fine fand, 
white as fnow, and fo dry, as not to be fit ! 

“to produce any thing but pine, cedar, and ' 
fome ever-green oaks. 


The river Mobile is the moft confiderable — 
of that coaft to the Eaft *. It rolls its waters i 
ever a pure fand, which cannot make it 
muddy. But if this water is clear, it partakes 
of the fterility of its bottom, fo that it is far 1 
from abounding fo much in fifh as the Mi/- 
fifi. ts banks and neighbourhood are not 


* This river, which they call Mobile, and which after | 


the rains of winter is a fine river in fpring, is but a brook 
in furamet, cfpecially towards its fource, Dumont, HU, 228. i 


| dO peey, || 


| 
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very fertile from its fource down to the fea. 
‘The ground is ftoney, and fearce any thing’ 
but gravel, mixt with a little earth. Tho” 
thefe lands are not quite barren, there isa 
‘wide difference between their productions 
and thofe of the lands in the neighbourhood 
of the AZifyipi. Mountains there are, but 
whether ftone fit for building I know not. 


“In the confines of the river of the A/iba- 
_ mous ( Greeks,) the lands are better: The river _ 
falls into the Mobile, above the bay of the 
| fame name. This bay may be about thirty 
leagues in length, after having received the 
Mobile, which runs from North to South 
- for about one hundred and fifty leagues. On 
_ the banks of this river was the firftt fettlement — 
ef the French in Louifiana, which ftood till 
New-Orleans was founded, which is at this 
|) day the capital of the colony. , 


The lands and water of the Mobile are not 
only unfruitful in all kinds of vegetables, 
and fifth, but the nature’ of the waters and 
of the foil, contributes alfo to prevent the. 
multiplication of animals; even women have 
experienced this. I underftood by Madam 
Hubert, whofe hufband was at my arrival 
— Commifiary Director of the colony, that in 
the time the French were in that poft, there 
ar 4 M6 _ were 


3 
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were feven or eight barren women, who all q 
became fruitful, after fettling with their a 
hufbands on the banks of the AGifi/ipi, where | 
the capital was built, and whither the fet= |: 
tlement was removed, 


Fort St.Lou's of Mobile was the French poft, | 
This fort ftands on the banks of’ that river, |’ 
near another {mall river, called Dog River, | 
which falls into the bay to the South of the 
fort. | 


Tho’ thefe countries are not fo fertile, as |, 
thofe in the neighbourhood of the Miffifipi s |; 
we are, however, to obferve, that the interior. 
parts of the country are much better than. 
thofe near the fea. . 4 


On the coaft to the Weft of ALsbile, we : 
find iflands not worth mentioning. 7 Y 


From the fources of the river of the Pafka- | 
Ozgoulas, quite to thofe of the river of Quefon- 
&, which falls into the lake Sv. Louis, the 
Jands are. light and fertile, but fomething. 
gravelly, on account of the neighbourhood 
of the mountains, that lye to the North. 
This country is intermixt with extenfve 
hills, fine meadows, numbers of thickets, and 
fometimes with woods, thick fet with cane, >‘ 
particularly on the banks of rivers and brooks oy ' 
and is extremely propeg for agriculture. 

‘ The 
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The mountains which I faid thefe coun- 
‘tries have to the North, form nearly the 
figure of a chaplet, with one end pretty near’ 
the Ai/jpi, the other on the banks of the 

Mobile. he inner part of this chaplet or 
chain is filled with hills; which are pretty 
fertile in grafs, fimples, fruits of the coun- 
try, horfe-chefnuts, and wild-chefnuts, as 
| large and at leaft as good as thofe of Lyons. 


To the North of this chain of mountains 
‘lies the country of the Chica/aws, very fine 
| and free of mountains: it has only very ex-_ 
-tenfive and gentle eminences, oF” rifing 
‘| grounds, fertile groves and meadows, which 
| in fpring-time are all overred, from the great 
plenty of wood-ftrawberries: In Summer, 
the plains exhibit the moft beautiful enamel, 
by the quantity and variety of the flowers: 
In Autumn, after the fetting fire to the grafs, 
they are covered with mufhroons, 


~ All the countries I have juft mentioned 
ave ftored with game of ‘every kind. The 
buffalo is found on the moft rifing grounds ; 
the partridge in thick open woods, fuch as 
_ the groves in meadows; the elks delight in 
large forefts, as alfo the pheafant; the deer, 
which is a roving animal, is every where to. 
| be_ 
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be met with, becaufe in whatever place. it 
may happen to be, it always has fomething’,| 
to browfe on. ‘The ring-dove here flies in| 
winter with fuch rapidity, as to pafs over a 
great deal of country in a few hours; ducks 7 
and other aquatick game are im fuch nuim- 
bers, that wherever there is water, we are 
{ure to find many more than it is poffible for 
us to fhoot, were we to do nothing elfe ; ‘and 
thus we find game in every whites and d'fifty 
in plenty in the rivers, | 


Let us refume the coaft; which, though . 
flat and dry, on account of its fand, abounds. 
with delicious fifh, and excellent deel. fifth, 
But the cryftal fand which is pernicious to. 
the fight by its whitenefs, might it not. 
be adapted for making ; fome beautiful com-_ 
pofition or manufacture? Here I leave the 
learned to find out, what ufe this fand may" 
be of, 


If this coaft is flat,.it has in this refpect an 
advantage ; 3 as we might fay, Nature wanted. 
to make it fo, in order to be felf defended 
againft the defcent of an enemy. 3 


Coming out of the bay of Pafka-Ogoulas, 
if we ftill proceed Weft, we meet in our ! 
way with the bay of Old Biloxi, where a fort | 
was built, and a fettlement begun; but a 
, great 
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great fire, fpread by a violent wind, deftroy- 
‘ed jt in a few moments, which in prudence 
ought never to have been built at all. 
| 'Fhofe, who fettled Old Biloxi, could not,, 
‘doubtlefs, think of quitting the fea-coatt.. 
They fettled to the Weft, clofe to New-~ 
Biloxi, on a fand equally dry and pernicious 
‘tothe fight. In this place, the large gran‘s 
happened to be laid off, which were extremely 
‘inconvenient to have been made on fo barren 
‘a foil; where it was impofiible to find the 
‘Jeat plant or greens for any money, and 
where the hired fervants died with hunger 
“in the moft fertile colony in the whole 
world. ig Joost 2 bs k 
Tn purfuing the fame route and the fame 
coat Weftward, the lands are ftill the fame, 
| quite to the fmall bay of St. Louis, and to 
| the Channels, which lead to the lake of that 
name. At diftance from the fea the earth 
js of a good quality, fit. for agriculture ; as 
being a light foil, but fomething, gravelly. 


4 


The coaft to the North of the bay of St. 
Louis is of a different nature, and te 
_ more fertile. ‘The lands at a greater diftance 
to the North of this laft coaft, are not very 
diftant from the Mifiipi; they are alfo much 
wait | Of 
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more fruitful than thofe to the Eaft of thi: 
bay in the fame latitude. | 


In order to follow the fea-coaft down to q 
the mouth of the AG/i/it7, we muft proceed j 
almoft South, quitting the Channels, 1 have’ 
elfewhere mentioned, that we have to pafs be- i 
tween Cat-Ifland, which we leave to the left.) 
and Cockle-Ifand, which we leave to the|. 
right. In making this ideal route, we pa 
over banks, almoft level with the water, co-|. 
yered with a vaft number of iflets; we leave 1 
to the left the Candlemas-Ifles, which are only | 
heaps of fand, having the form ofa gut, cut) 
in pieces; they rife but little above the fea,| 
and fcarcely yield a dozen of plants, jut as | 
in the neighbouring iflets, I have now men- | 
tioned. We leave to the right lake Borgne, | 
which is another outlet of the lake 8+. Louis, 
and continuing the fame route, by feveral ; 
iflets, fora confiderable way, we find a little 
open clear fea, and the coaft to the right, — 
which is but a quagmire, gradually formed 
by avery foft ooze, on which fome reeds 
grow. This coaft leads foon to the Eaft pafs 
-orchannel, which is one of the mouths of 
the Ad fifip:, and this we find bordered with 
a like foil, if indeed it deferves the name of | 
‘foil. Nahin be ol 


There 
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| There is, moreover, the South-eaft pafs,- 
where ftands Balife,’ and the South pafs, 
| which projects farther into. the fea. Balife 
isa fort built on an ifland of fand, fecured by 
a great number of piles bound with good 
timber-work. . There are lodgings in it for 
the officers and the garrifon ; and a fufficient 
number of guns for defending the entrance of 
the Miffifipi. It is there they take the bar- 
pilot on board, in order to bring the fhips 
into. the river. All. the pafles and entrances. 
of the Mifffipi, are as frightful to.the eye,. as 
the interior part of the colony is delightful to 
1 ee 


ai. 


_ The quagmires continue {till for about feven 
leagues going up the AZi/y/ip:, at the entrance 
of which we meet a bar, three fourths of a 
‘league broad: which we cannot pafs without 
the bar-pilot, who alone is acquainted with 


- 


the channel. 


_ All the Weft coaft refembles that which j 
mentioned, from Mobile to the bay of St. 
Louis; it is equally flat, formed of a like 
fand, and a bar of ifles, which lengthen out 
the coaft, and hinder a defcent; the coatk- 
continues thus, going Weftward, quite to 
| Afcenfion bay, and even a little farther. Its 

printed foil 
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fail alfo is barren, and in every refpe@ like to |’ 
that I have juft mentioned. 


I again enter the Adifjfpi, and pafs with |, 
{peed over thefe quagmires, incapable to bear. 
up the traveller, and which only afford a}. 
retreat to gnats and mofkittos, and to fome |) 
water-fowl, «which, doubtlefs, find food to 
live on, and that in fecurity, | 


On coming out of thefe marfhes,we find a 
neck of land on each fide of the AZi/7/ipi ; this | 
indeed is firm land, but lined with marfhes, | 
refembling thofe at the entrance of the river, 
For the fpace of three or four leagues, this | 
neck of land is at firft bare of trees, but comes’ } 
after to be covered with them, foas to inter- | 
cept the winds, which the fhips require, in ore | 
der to go up the river, to the capital, This 
land, tho’ very narrow, is continued , together it 
with the trees it bears, quite to the Englifh 
Reach, which is defended by two forts; one to } 
the right, the other to the left of dae Mi Dif Hpi. 


‘The origin of the name, Englifh Reach, 
(Detour aux Anglos) is differently affigned. 
I made enquiry of the oldeft of the country, 
to what circumftance this Reach might owe. 
its name. And they told me, that before 
the firft fettlement of the French in this co- 

lony, 
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lony, the Englijh, having heard of the beauty 
of the country, which they had, doubtlefs, 
yifited before, in going thither from Caro- 
lina by \and, attempted to make themfelves 
matters of the entrance of the Adi/j ifipi, and 
to go up the river, in order to fortify them- 
’ felves on the firft firm ground they could meet. 
Excited by that jealoufy, which ts natural to 
them, they took fuch precautions, as they 
imagined to be proper, in order to fucceed. 


The Indians on their part, who had al- 
| ready feen or heard of feveral people ( French) 
having gone up and dawn the AGi/f ifffipe 
at different times ; the Indians I fay, who, 
|) perhaps, were not fo well pleafed with fuch 
| neighbours, were ftill more frightened at fee- 
ing a fhip enter the river, which determined 
them to flop its paflage 5 but this was im- 
| poflible, as long as the Engli/b had any wind, 

_ of which they availed themfelves quite. to 
this Reach. Thefe Indians were the Ouachas 
and Chaouachas, who dwelt to the Weft of 
_ the A4Zfepi, and below this Reach. ‘There 
~ qere of them on each fide of the river, and 
they lying in the canes, obferved the Engli/h, 
and followed them as they went up, without 
daring to attack them. 


_ When the Englifh were come to the en- 
trance of this Reach, the little wind, ki) 
he ae 
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had, failed them; obferving, befides, that 
the Adififpi made a great turn or winding, 
they defpaired of fucceeding; and wanted to 
moor in this fpot, for which purpofe they 
muft bring a rope to land: But the Jndjans 
thot a great number of arrows at them, tilf 
the report of a cannon, fired at random, fcat- 
tered them, and gave the fignal tothe Engl a) 
go on board, for fear the Indians fhould come I 
in greater numbers, and cut them to pieces. 


Such is the origin of the name of this. | 
Reach. The Miffipi in this place forms | 
the figure of a crefcent, almoft clofed’; fa | 
that the fame wind which brings up a fhip,. | 
proves often contrary, when come: to the 
Reach: And this is the reafon that fhips: | 
moor, and go up towed, or tacking. This , 
Reach is fix or feven leagues, fome afign it 1 
eight, more or lefs, according as-they happen’ i 


to make way. a} 


1} 
/ 


‘The lands, on both fides of this Reach, 
are inhabited, tho” the depth of foil is incon- 
frderable. Immediately above this Reach 
ftands. New Orleans, the capital of this ,co- 
lony, on the eaft of the AG/i/pi. A league 
behind the town, directly back from the 
river, we meet witha Bayouc or creek, which 
can bgar large boats with oars. In following 

this 
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\this Bayouc for the {pace of a league, we go 
}to the lake Sz. Louis, and after traverfing ob- 
Jliquely this laft, we meet the Channels, which 
lead to Adodile, where I began my defcription 
Jof the nature of the foil of Lowifana. 


_ The ground on which New Ordzans is fi- 
}tuated, being an earth accumulated by the 
jooze, in the fame manner as 1s that both be- 
Jlow and above, a good way from the capital, 
is of a good quality for agriculture, only that 
Jit is ftrong, and rather too fat. This land 
| being flat, and drowned by the inundations 
\for feveral ages, cannot fail to be kept in 
\moifture, there being, moreover, only a 
} mole or bank to prevent the river from over- 
\flowing it; and would be even too moift, 
jand incapable of cultivation, had not this 
| mole been made, and ditches, clofe to each 
J other, to facilitate the draining off the wa- 
‘\ ters+ By this means it has been put in a 
-condition.to be cultivated with fuccefs. 


rom New Orleans to Manchac on the eaft 
of the ALififpi, twenty-five leagues above 
the capital, and quite to the fork to the weft, 
_almoft over- againft Manchac, and a little 
way off, the lands are of the fame kind and 
aes with seed vr New Orleans. 


CHAP. 


= 


THE HISTORY 
CHHP. IV. | 
Quality of the lands above the Fork. — Al 


Quarry of frone for building. High| 
lands to the Kaft: Their-vaft feriils ity.| | 


Weft coaft: Weft lands: Salipetre. aH 


© the weft, above the Fork, the lands, 

are pretty flat, but exempt from inun-) 
dations. The part beft known of “thefe) 
lands is called Baya-Ovoula, ahame me | 
of Bayouc and Ogoula, which fignifies the na. 
tion dwelling near the Bayaie', there having, 
been a nation of that naine in that place, 
when the firft Frenchijen came’ down thei 
Miffifipi ; it lies twenty-five leagues fromy 
the capital. 
But to the eaft, the lands are a good deal | 
higher, feeing from /danchac to the rives| 
Wabache they are between an hundred and| 
two hundred feet higher than the AZ/fi/ipi i in| 
its greateft floods. ‘The flope of thefe land | 
goes off perpendicularly from the Miff Affi} ipa, 
which on that fide receives but few rivers.) 
and thofe very fmall, if we except the river| 
of the Yafous, whofe courfe is not aboye fife 
leagues., 


Al 
| 


! 


OF LOUISIANA. 263 
All thefe high lands, are, befides,. fur- 


mounted, in a good many places, by little e- 


minences, or fmall hills, and rifing grounds 
running off lengthwife, with gentle flopcs. 
It is only when we go a little way from the 


1 “4iffpi, that we find thefe high lands are 
Jover-topped by little mountains, which ap- 


pear to be all of earth, tho’ fteep, without 
the leaft gravel or x pebble | being perceived on 
them. , 


| The foil on thefe high lands is very good ; 
it isa black light mold, about three feet deep 


a 


on the hills or rifing grounds. This upper 
earth lies upon a, reddifh clay; very ftrong 
pnd ftiff; the loweft places between thefe 


Wills. are of the fame nature, but. there the 


black earth is between five and fix feet deep. 
The grafs crowing in the hollows. is of the 
height of a man, and very flender and fine ; 

whereas the grafs of the fame meadow on ho 


dl high lands rifes fcarce knee deep ; as itdoes on 


the higheft eminences, unlefs there is found 
Hemerting underneath, which not only ren- 


| ders the grafs fhorter, but even prevents its 


growth by the efiicacy of fome exhalations ; 
which is not ordinarily the cafe on hills, 


tho’ rifing high, but only on the mountains 


properly fo palied: 
P PS y. My 
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My experience in Architecture having 
aught me, that feveral quarries have been 
found under a clay like this, | was always of 
opinion, there muft be fome in thofe hills. 


Since I male thefe reflections, I have had 
occafion, in my journey to the country, to 
confirm thefe conjectures. "We had fet up 
our hut at the foot of an eminence, which 
was fteep towards us, and near a fountain, 
whofe water was lukewarm and pure. | 


This fountain appeared to me to iffue out 
of a hole, which was formed by the finking 
of the earth. I ftooped, in order to takea 
better view of it, and I obferved ftone, 
which to the eye appeared proper for build- 
ing, and the upper part was this clay, which 
is peculiar to the country. I was highly 

-pleafed to be thus afcertained, that there was 
ftone fit for building in this colony, where | 
it is imagined there is none, becaufe it does _ 
not come out of the earth to fhew itfelf. 


It is not to be wondered, that there is none 
to be found in the Lower Louifiana, whichis “ 
only an earth accumulated by ooze ; but it is. 
far more extraordinary, not to fee a flint, nor 


even a pebble on the hills, for upwards of-an 
hundred 
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jnundred leagues fometimes; however, this 


sa thing common in this province. 


I imagine I ought to affign a reafon for it, 
which feems pretty probable tome. This 
and has never been turned, or dug, and is 
very Clofe above the clay, which is extremely 
aard, and covers the ftone, which cannot 
thew itfelf through fuch a covering: It is 
therefore no fuch furprize, that we obferve 
io {tone out of the earth in thefe plains and 
on thefe eminences. 


All thefe high lands are generally meadows 
ind forefts of tall trees, with grafs up ta 
the knee. Along gullies they prove to be 
thickets, in which wood of. every kind is 

ound, and alfo the fruits of the country. | 


Almoft all thefe lands on the eaft of the 
‘iver are fuch as I have defcribed ; that is, the 
meadows are on thofe high grounds, whofe 
lope is very gentle; we alfo find there tall 
foretts, and thickets in the low bottoms. In 
the meadows we obferve here and there 
groves of very tall and ftraight oaks, to the 
number of fourfcore or an Misrendrésd at moft: 

There are others of about forty or bfty, 


which feem. to have been planted by men’s 


bands in thefe meadows, for a retreat to the 


me aVou, I. . N buffaloes, 


266 THE HISTORY 
- buffaloes, deer, and other animals, and al, 
fcreen againft ftorms, and the fting of the) 
flies, 


The tall forefts are all hiccory, or all oak :} 
In thefe laft we find a great many morels 5}, 
but then there grows a f{pecies of mufhroonis) 
at the feet of felled walnut-trees, which the, 
Indians carefully gather; I tafted of thems} 

and found them good. ‘ H 


The meadows are not only covered vrith| 
erafs fit for pafture, but produce quantities) 
of wood-iftrawberries in the month of 4pri/; 
for the following months the profpe& 4 
charming, we f{earce obferve a pile of grafs,| 
unlefs what we tread under-foot; the flow-) 
ers, which are then in all their beauty, ex-| 
hibit to the view the moft ravifhing fight,; 
being diverfified without end; one in parti+ 
cular J have remarked, which would adorn, 
the moft beautiful parterre; I mean the Ling aH 


mouth (la gueulle de Lion.) 


Thefe meadows afford not only a charm-’ 
ing profpect to the eye, they, moreover, plen-' 
tifully, produce excellent fimples, (equally’ 
with tall woods) as well for the purpofes of’ 
medicine as of dying. When all thefe plants 
are burnt, and a {mall rain comes on, mufh- | 

i roons| 
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loons of ‘an excellent flavour fucceed to 
Hem, and whiten the furface of the meadows 
ill over. or 


Thofe rifing meadows and tall forefts a- 
yound with’ buffaloes, elk, and deer, with 
urkeys, partridges, and all kinds of games. 
onfequently wolves, catamountsy and other 
‘arnivorous animals are found there ; which 
n following the other animals, deftroy and 
levour fuch as are too old or too fat; and 
when the Jndians go a hunting, thefe ani- 
nals are fure to have the offal, or hound’s 
ree, which makes them follow the hunters. 


Thefe high lands naturally produce muz/- 
rerry-trees, the leaves of which are very grate- 
ul to the filk-worm, Indigo, in like manner, 
srows there along the thickets, without cul- 
fiure. There alfo a native tesacco is found 
growing wild, for the culture of which, as’ 
well as for other {pecies of tobacco, thefe lands 
are extremely well adapted. Cotton is alfo 
cultivated to. advantage: MV heat and flax 
‘hrive better and more eafily there, than 
‘ower down towards the capital, the land 
there being too fat; which is the reafon 
that, indeed, oats come there to a greater 

acight than in the lands I am {peaking of 5 
_N 2 but 
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the cotton and the other produdtions are f 
neither fo ftrong nor fo fine there, and the }/ 
crops of them are often lefs profitable, tho’ 1 


the foil be of an excellent nature. i 


In fine,. thofe high lands to the eaft of the 
Miffifipi, from Manchac to the river Wabache, |, 
may and ought to gontain mines: We find |, 
in them, juft at the furface, iron and pit- | 
coal, but no appearance of filver mines; 
gold there may be, copper alfo, and lead. 


Let us return to Manchac, where I quitted | 
the Miffi/pi ; which I fhall crofs, in order || 
to vifit the weft fide, as I have already done |) 
the eaft. I fhall begin with the weft coaft, , 
which refembles that to the eaft; but is fill , 
more dry and barren on the fhore. On quit; | 
ting that coaft of white and cryftal fand, , 
in order to go northward, we meet five or 
fix lakes, which communicate with one ano= | 
ther, and which are, doubtlefs,. remains of | 
the fea. Between thefe lakes and the A&j- 
fifpi, is an earth accumulated on the fand, ‘ 
and formed by the ooze of that river, asl : 
faid ; between thefe lakes there is nothing 
but fand, on which there is fo little earth, |! 
that the fand-bottom appears to view; fo' 


that we find there but little pafture, which | 
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fome ftrayed buffaloes come to eat; and no 
trees, if we except a hill on the banks of one 
of thefe lakes, which is all covered with ever 
green oaks, fit for fhip-building. This fpot 
may bea league in length by half a league in 
breadth ; and was called Barataria, becaufe 
enclofed by thefe Jakes and their outlets, to 
form almoft an ifland on dry land. 


Thefe lakes are ftored with monftrous 
carp, as well for fize as for length; which 
flip out of the AZ@i/i/ip: and its muddy ftream, 
‘when overflowed, in fearch of clearer water. 
The quantity of fifh in thefe lakes is very 
furprizing, efpecially as they abound with 
_vaft numbers of alligators. In the neigh- 
bourhood of thefe lakes there are fome petty 
nations of Indians, who partly live on this 
, pepnions animal. 


¢ Bekeween ele lakes and the banks of the 
Miffifpi; there is fome thin herbage, and a- 
mong others, natural hemp, which grows 
like trees, and very branched. This need 
“not furprize us, as each plant ftands very dif- 
‘tant from the other: Hereabouts we find 
little wood, unlefs when we approach the 


Mififpi. \ me 
Per To 
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To the weft of thefe lakes we find €x- |; 
cellent lands, covered in many places with |, 
open woods of tall trees, thro’ which one}; 
may cafily ride on horfeback; and here wel, 
find fome buffaloes, which only pafs through| 
thefe woods becaufe the pafture under the|| 
the trees is bitter; and therefore they prefer | 
the grafs of the meadows, which lying expofed || j 
to the rays of the fun, becomes thereby mote | 


favoury. i 


In going fill farther weft, we meet much; 
thicker woods, becaufe this country 1s ex-) 
tremly well watered ; we here find numbers. 
of rivers, which fall into the fea; and what , 


contributes to the fertility of this land, isthe 
number of brooks, that fall into thefe rivers. . 


This country abounds with deer and other: 
game; buffaloes are rare; but it promifesx 
great riches to fuch as fhall inhabit it, from | 
the excellent quality of its lands. The « 
Spaniards, who bound us on that fide, a 
jealous enough: But. the great quantities of i 
Jand they pofiefs in America, have made 
them lofe fight of fettling there, tho’ ac-: 
guainted therewith before us: Howe. 
ever, they took fome fteps to. tray ere 

our defigns, when they faw, we had fome. ! 

thoughts © 


N 
i) 
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thoughts that way. But they are not fet- 
tled there as yet; and who could hinder us 
\from making advantageous fettlements in 
\that country. | 


_ Irefume the banks of the AZfi/ip7, above 
\the lakes, and the lands above the fork, 
Jwhich, as I have fufficiently acquainted the 
}reader, are none of the beft; and I go up to 
}the North, in order to follow the fame me- 
\thod, I obferved in defcribing the nature of 
jthe lands to the Eaft. 


The banks of the AG fifipi are of a fat and 
} ftrong foil; but far lefs fubjeé& to inundations 
than the lands of the Eaft. If we proceed a 
Vhittle way weftward, we meet land gradually 


} meadows, which we might well affirm to be 
boundlefs, if they were not interfected by it~ 
tle groves. Thefe meadows are covered with 
} buffaloes and other game, which live there fo 
) much the more peaceably, as they are neither 
hunted by men, who never frequent thofe 
countries; nor difquieted by wolves or ti- 
‘ which keep more to the North. 


The country I have juft Hetciibed | is fuch 
as I have reprefented it, till we come to New- 


| Mexica: it rifes gently enough, near the 
N A . Reds 


- 


‘rifing, and of an excellent quality ; and even » 
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Red-River, which bounds it to the North, | 
till we reach a high land, which was no {| 
more than five or fix leagues in breadth, and 
in certain places only a league ; it is almoft | 
flat, having but fome eminences at fome con- 
fiderable diftance from each other: We 
alfo meet fome mountains of a middling 
height, which appear to contain fomething |. 
more than bare ftone. i 


This high land begins at fome leagues }' 
from the Ad/yjip:, and continues fo quite to | 
New-Mexico ; it lowers towards the Red- 
River, by windings, where it is diverfified 
alternately with meadows and woods. ‘The 
top of this height, en the contrary, has fcarce 
any wood. A fine grafs grows between the 
ftones, which are common there. The 
buffaloes come to feed on this grafs, when 
the rains drive them out of the plains; other- 
wife they go but little thither, becaufe they. 
And there neither water, nor falt-petre. 


“We are to remark, by the bye, that all 
cloven-footed animals are extremely fond of 
falt, and that Lewifana in general contains a 
great deal of faltpetre. And thus we are not 
to wonder, if the buffalo, the elk, and the 
deer, have a greater inclination to fome cer- 


tain places than to others, tho’ they are there 
often 


a ey ne tte 


a 
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often hunted. We ought therefore to con- 
clude, that there is more faltpetre in thofe 
places, than in fuch as they haunt but rarely: 
This is what made me remark, that thefe a- 
nimals after their ordinary repaft, fail but 
Yarely to go to the torrents, where the earth’ 
is cut, and even to the clay; which they 
lick, efpecially after rain, becaufe they there 
find a tafte of falt, which allures them thi- 
ther. Moft of thofe, who have made this 
remark, imagine, that thefe animals eat the 
earth; whereas in fuch places they only go 
in queft of the falt, which to them is fo 
ftrong an allurement, as to make them bid 
defiance to dangers, in order to get at it. 
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Quality of the Lands of the Red River.) J 


- Pofts of Nachitoches. 4 Silver- mine, | | 
Lands of the Black River. | 


rpuE Banks of the Red River, towards|' 

its confluence, are pretty low, and fome-|' 
times drowned by the inundations of the 17 Al 
Sif ifipi ; but above all, the North fide, which]. 
is but a marfhy land for upwards of ten leagues, | ( 
in going up to the Nachitoches, till we come|| 
to the Blach River, which falls into the Red.| 
‘This laft takes its name from the colour of 
its fand, which is red in feveral places : : It is}, 
alfo called the Aarne, a name given it 
by fome Geographers, but unknown in the } 
country. Some call it the River of the Na- || 
shitoches, becaufe they dwell on its banks : | 


But the appellation, Red River, has remain- 


ed to it. 


Between the Black River and the Red Ri- | 
ver the foil is but very light, and even fandy, } 
_where we find more firs than other trees ; we ! 


alfo obferve therein fome marfhes. But thefe 
Jands, tho’ not altogether barren, if cultiva- 
ted, would be none of the beft. They con- 

. tinue 


\) 


\ 


| 
| 
f 
| 
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tinue fuch along the banks of the river, only 
to the rapid part of it, thirty leagues from the 
Mififipi. This rapid part cannot juftly be 
called a fall; however, we can fcarce go up 
-with oars, when laden, but muft land and 
‘tow. I imagine, if the waterman’s pole was 
ufed, as on the Zoire and other rivers in 
France, this obftacle would be eafily fur- 
mounted. 


The South fide of this river, quite to tha, 
rapid part, is entirely different from the oppo- : 
fite fide: It is fomething higher, and rifes in 
“proportion as it approaches to the height I 
have mentioned ; the quality is alfo very dif- 


ferent. This land is good and light, appears- 
difpofed to receive all the culture imaginable, 
in which we may affuredly hope to fucceed. 
Tt naturally produces beautiful fruit trees and 
vines in plenty ; it was on that fide mufca- 
dine grapes were found. The back parts have 
“neater woods, and the meadows interfected 
_with tall forefts. On that fide the fruit trees 
ef the country are common, above all, the 
| hiccory and walnut-trees, which are fure 
indications of a good foil. 


From the rapid part to the Nene! the 
| - On both fides of this river fufficiently 
N 6 refemble 
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refemble thofe I have juft mentioned. To the} 
left, in going up, there is a petty nation, | | 
called the Avoyelles, and known only for the}. 
fervices they have done the Colony by the}! 
horfes, oxen, and cows they have brought |i 
from New Mexice for the fervice of the French. 
in Lenifiana. Iam ignorant what view. the |: 
Indians may have in that commerce; but I}; 
well know, that notwithftanding the fatigues 
of the journey, thefe cattle, one with another, | 
did not come, after deducting all expences, 
and even from the fecond hand, but to about |‘ 
two piftoles a-head; whence I ought to pre- | 
fume, that they have them cheap in New |' 
Mexico. By means of this nation we have } 
in Louifana very beautiful horfes, of the fpe- 
cies of thofe of Old Spain, which, if managed | 
or trained, people of the firft rank might ride. 
As to the oxen and cows, they are the fame 
as thofe of France, and both are at prefent 
very common in Leui/ana. 


The South fide conveys into the Red River | 
only little brooks. On the North fide, and 
pretty near the Nachitoches, there is, as is 
faid, a {pring of water very falt, running only 
fgur leagues. ‘Phis fpring, as it comes out of | 
the earth, forms a little river, which, during 
ihe heats, leaves fome falt on its banks. And 


what 
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E what may render this more credible is, that 
ij the country, whence it takes its rife, contains 
_a great deal of mineral falt, which difcovers 
itfelf by feveral fprings of falt water, and by 
two falt lakes, of which I fhall prefently fpeak. 
In fine, in going up we come to the French 
fort of the Nachitoches, built in an ifland, 
formed by the Red River. 


H 


This ifland is nothing but fand, and that fo 
fine, that the wind drives it like duft; fo that 
‘the tobacco attempted to be cultivated there 

| at firft was loaded with it. The leaf of the — 
tobacco having a very fine down, eafily re- 
tains this fand, which the leaft breath of air 
diffufes every where ; which is the reafon, that 
no more tobacco is raifed in this ifland, but 
_provifions only, as maiz, potatoes, pompionsy, 
&c. which cannot be damaged by the fands. 


_M. de St. Denis commanded at this plage, 
where he infinuated himfelf into the good 
graces of the natives in fuch 4 manner, that, 
altho” they prefer death to flavery, or even to 
the government of a fovereign, however mild, 
yet twenty or twenty-five nations were fo at- 
tached to his perfon, that, forgetting they were 
: born free, they willingly furrendered them- 
felves to him; the people and their Chiefs 
“would all have him for their Grand Chiefs, 

fo 


| 
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fo that at the leaft fignal, he could put hime 
felf at the head of thirty thoufand men, drawn |) 
‘out of thofe nations, which had of their own | 
accord fubmitted themfelves to his orders.’ 
and that only by fending them a paper on}: 
which he drew the ufual hieroglyphics that |’ 
reprefent war among them, with a large leg, |! 
which denoted himfelf. This was ftill the |i 
more furprizing, as the greateft part of thefe | 
people were on the Spanj/h territories, and 
ought rather to have attached themfelves to || 
them, than to the French, if it had not been || 
for the perfonal merits of this Commander, ; i 


At the diftance of feven leagues from the! 
French Pott, the Spaniards have fettled one, | 
where they have refided ever fince M. de la | 
Motte, Governor of Louifiana, agreed to that | 
fettlement. I know not by what fatal piece " 
of policy.the Spaniards were allowed to make ‘ 
this fettlement; but I know, that, if it had j 
not been for the French, the natives would ! 
never have fuffered the Spaniards to fettle in 
that place. 


However, feveral French were allured to | 
this Spam fettlement, doubtlefs imagining, 
that the rains which come ftom Mewico, roll- | 
ed and brought gold along with them, which : 

would \ 
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would coft nothing but the trouble of picking: 
‘up. But to what purpofe ferves this beautiful 
metal, but to make the people vain and idle 
among whom it is fo common, and to make 
en neglect the culture of the earth, which 
‘conttitutes true riches, by the fweets it pro- 
cures to man, and by the advantages it fur- 
nifhes to Commerce. 


“Above the Nachitoches dwell the Cadeda- 
gquious, whofe fcattered villages affume dif- 
ferent names. Pretty near one of thefe vil- 
lages was difcovered a filver-mine, which was. 
\found to be rich, and of avery pure metal. 
'T have feen the affay of it, and its ore is very 
fine. This filver lies concealed in {mall invi- 
\fible particles, in aitone of a chefnut colour, 
which is fpongy, pretty light, and ealily cal- 
cinable : However, it yields a great deal more 
than it nienies to the eye. The aflay of this — 
ore was made by a Portuguefe, who had work- 
edat the mines of New Mexico, whence he 
made his efcape. He appeared to be matter 
of his bufinefs, and afterwards vifited other 
mines farther North, but he ever gave the 
| Pigfexence to that of the Red River. 


| “This” river, according to the Spiniahae 
) takes its rife in 32 degrees of North latitude ; 
)tuns about fifty leagues North-eaft ; forms a 

* great 
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great elbow, or winding’ to the Eaft; the 1] 
proceeding thence South-eaft, at which place’ 
we begin to know it, it comes and falls intd’ 
the Mififipi, about 33° and odd minutes. |’ 


I faid above, that the Black River dif, 
charges itfelf into the Red, ten leagues above) 
the confluence of this laft with the AZ/ifpi ; 
We now proceed to refume that river, and 
follow its courfe, after having obferved, that! 
the fith of all thofe rivers, hel communi-! 
cate with the Mi//i/ip/, are the fame as to fpe-| 
cies, but far better in the Red and Black Ri-. 
vers, becaufe their water is clearer and better! 
than that of the A@i/i/ipi, which they always 
quit with pleafure. Their delicate and finer’ 
flavour may alfo arife from the nourifhment i 
they take in thofe rivers. | 


are to the North of the Red River. Th | 
may be diftinguifhed into two parts; which: 
are to the right and left of the Black River, in’ 
going up to its fource, and even as far as the ] 
river of the Arkanfas, It is called the Black ' 
River, becaufe its depth gives it that colour, ! 
which is, moreover, heightened by the woods 
which line it Hieplphone the Colony. All 
the rivers have their banks. covered with | 
woods ; but this riyer, which is is very narrows i 


i) 


t 
The lands, of which we are going to ue | 
ey 
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js almoft quite covered by the branches, and 
rendered of a dark colour on the firft view. 
‘Tt is fometimes called the river of the ¥a- 
chitas, becaufe its banks were occupied by a 
nation of that name, who are now extiné. I 
fhall continue to call it by its ufual name. 


The lands which we direétly find on both 
fides, are low, and continue thus for the 
{pace of three or four leagues, till we come to 
the river of the Taenfas, thus denominated 
from a nation of that name, which dwelt on 
its banks. This river of the Taenfas is pro- 
perly {peaking but a channel formed by the 
overflowings of the Adifiipi, has its courfe 
almoft parallel thereto, and feparates the low 
lands from the higher. The lands between 
the Miffifipi and the river of the Taen/as are 
the fame as in the Lower Leuz/iana. 


‘The lands we find in going up the Black 
River are nearly the fame, as well for the na- 
ture of the foil, as for their good qualities. 
‘They are rifing grounds, extending in length, 
and which in general may be confidered as 
one very extenfive meadow, diverfified with 
little groves, and cut only by the Black River 
and little brooks, bordered with wood up to 
their fources. Buffaloes and deer are feen in 


whole herds there. In approaching to the ri- 
ver 


” 
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ver of the 4rtanfas, deer and pheafants be. 
gin to be very common ; and the fame {pecies | 
of game is found there, as is to the Eaft 6 
the AZi/ifipi; in like manner wood-ftrawber-|| 
ries, fimples, flowers, and mufhroons. Thel| 
only difference is, that this fide of the Miff-| 
Jip? is more level, there being no lands fo high! 
and {fo very different from the reft of the coun-| 
try. The woods are like thofe to the Eaft of 
the Afififipi, except that to the Weft there, 
are more walnut and hiccory trees. Thefe aft 


! 


are another fpecies of walnut, the nuts of, 


\ 


vi 
i 


which are more tender, and invite to thefe, 
parts a greater number of parrots. What we, 
have juft faid, holds in general of this Welt 


fide; let us now confider what is peculiar 
thereto, we 


1 
i} 
j 
| 
. 
| 
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A brook of falt-water : Salt lakes. Lands 
of the river of the Arkanfas. Red vein- 
ed marble: Slate: Plefter. Hunting 
the buffalo. The dry fand-banks in the 
 Mifiifipi. | | 


A F TER we have gone up the Black Ri- 


ver about thirty leagues, we find to the 


left a brook of falt water, which comes from 


the Weft. In going up this brook about two 
Jeagues, we meet with a lake of falt water, 
which may be two leagues in length, by one 
in breadth, A league higher up to the North, 


we meet another lake of {alt water, almoft as 


Jong and broad as the former. | 


This water, doubtlefs, pafles through fome 
nines of falt; it has the tafte of falt, without 
that bitternefs of the fea- water. The Indians 


come a ereat way off to this place, to. hunt. 


in winter, and make falt. Before the French 
trucked coppers with them, they made upon 


the fpot pots of earth for this operation: And 


they returned home, loaded with falt and dry 


| provifions. 


To 
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To the Eaft of the Black River we obfer 


nothing that indicates mines ; but to the Wel. 
one might affirm there fhould be fome, fro 
certain marks, which might well deceive pr¢, 
tended connoiffeurs. As for my part, I woul 


y 


| 


not warrant that there were two mines in thd 
part of the country, which feems to promif 
them. I fhould rather be led to believe, thd 
they are mines of falt, at no great depth frot 
the furface of the earth, which,. by their va! 
latile and acid fpirits prevent the growth ¢ 
plants in thofe fpots. q 


Ten or twelve leagues above this brook, i 
-acreek, near which thofe Natchez retreated’ 
who efcaped being made flaves with the re! 
of their nation, when the Mefits Perier extir' 
pated them on the Eaft fide of the a b 


order of the Court. 


‘ H 

The Black River takes its rife to the North 
weft of its confluence, and pretty near th. 
river of the 4réan/as, into which falls a brancl’ 
from this rife or fource ; by means of whic! 
we may have a communication from the on’ 
to the other with a middling carriage. "Thi" 
- communication with the river of the Arkanfa’ 
is upwards of an hundred leagues from thi 
Poft of that name. In other refpeéts, thi: 
Black River might carry a boat throughout, i 
clearec’ 


. 
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cleared of the wood fallen into its bed, which 
yenerally traverfes it from one fide to the 
other. It receives fome brooks, and abounds 
in excellent fifh, and in alligators. 


@ 8 { 

I make no doubt but thefe lands are very fit 
fo bear and produce every thing that can be 
sultivated with fuccefs on the Eaft of the 


Miffifp:, oppolite to this fide, except the 


1. 


canton or quarter between the river of the Ta- 
mfasand the AG/i/ipi ; that land being fubje& 
© inundations, would be proper only for rice. 


I imagine we may now pafs on to the North 
of the river of the rkanfas, which takes 
ts rife in the mountains adjoining to the 
Haft of Santa Fé. It afterwards goes up a_ 
Ittle to the North, from whence it comes 
Jown to the South, a little lower than its 
ource. In this manner it forms a line par- 


illel almoft with the Red River. 


; That river has a cataract, or fall, at about 
in hundred and fifty leagues from its conflu- 
ence.- Before we come to this fall, we find a 
quarry of red-veined marble, one of flate, and 
one of plafter. Some travellers have there ob- 
erved grains of gold in a little brook: Butas 
they happened to be going in queft of a rock 
of emeralds, they deigned not to amufe them- 
elves with picking up particles of gold. 
ie " This 
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This river of the Arkanfas is ftored with 
fifh; has a great deal of water; having a |! 
courfe of two hundred and fifty leagues, and |, 
can carry large boats quite to the cataract. Tes | 
banks are covered with woods, as are all the | 
other rivers of the country. In its courfe it} 
receives feveral brooks, or rivulets, of little | 
confequence, unlefs we except that called the}, 
White River, and which difcharges itfelf into}, 
the curve or elbow of that we are {peaking of, | 
and below its fall. | 


In the whole tra& North of this river, we” 
find plains that extend out of fight, which are! 
vaft meadows, interfected by groves, at no | 
ereat diftance from one another, which are all ‘ 
tall woods, where we might eafily hunt the ! 
ftag ; great numbers of which, as alfo of buf. | i 
faloes, are found here. Deer alfo are very ; 
common. ' 


From having feen thofe animals frightened , 

at the leaft noife, efpecially at the report of a 
gun, I have thought of a method to hunt 
them, in the manner the Spaniards of New | 
Mexico dog which would not fcare them at! 
all, and which would turn to the great advan- 
tage of the inhabitants, who have this a 
in plenty in their cotntry. ‘This hunting | 
might be fet about in winter, from the be- | 
- ginning 


q 
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A 
/ 


inning of Odtober, when the meadows are 


urnt, till the month of February. 


| seny. é 
ountry, and maintained almoft for nothing. 


This hunting is neither expenfive nor fa- 


guing: Horfes are had very cheap in that 


fach hunter is mounted on horfeback, and 
rmed with a crefcent fomewhat open, whofe 


ifide fhould be pretty fharp; the top of the 


utlide to have a focket, to put in a handle: 
‘hen a number of people on horfeback to 20 
i queft of a herd of buffaloes, and clays 
tack them/with the wind in their backs. As 
on as they finell a man, it is true, ce run 
way ; ; but at the fight of the horfes they will 
oderate their fears, and thus not precipitate 
weir flight; whereas the report of a gun 
ightens them fo as to make them run at full 
eed. In this chace, the lighteft would run 
ft enough; but the oldeft, and even the 
bung of two or three years old, are fo fat, 
at their weight would make theny focn be 
lertaken: “Then the armed huhte may 
rike the buffalo with his crefcent above each 
am, and cut his tendons; after which he 
veafily maftered. Such as never faw a buf- 
lo, will hardly believe the quantity of fat 
fey yield: But it ought to be confidered, 
ats continuing day atid night in plentiful 
paftures 
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paftures of the fineft and moft delicious grafsJ i 
they muft foon fatten, and that from their: 

youth. Of this we have an inftance ina bull at) 
the Natchez, which was kept till he was two, 
years old, and grew fo fat, that he could not! 
leap on a cow, from his great weight ; fo that’ 
we were obliged to kill him, and got nigh) 
an hundred and fifty pounds of tallow fro i 
him. His neck was near as big as his body. 


From what I have faid, it may be judged, 
what profit fuch hunters might make of the, 
{kins and tallow of thofe buffaloes ; the hides, 
would be large, and their wool would be ftill) 
an additional benefit. I may add, that this 
hunting of them would not diminifh the fpe-, 
cies, thofe fat buffaloes being ordinarily the, 
prey of wolves, as being too heavy to be able 
to defend themfelves. 4 


Befides, the wolves would not find their, 
account in attacking them in herds. It is) 
well known, that the buffaloes range them- 
felves in a ring, the ftrongeft without, and, 
the weakeft within. The ftrong, ftanding 
pretty clofe together, prefent their horns to 
the enemy, who dare not attack them in this: 
difpofition. But wolves, like all other ani-’ 
mals, have their particular infin, in order! 
to procure their neceflary food. They come 

t 


3 
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fo near, that the buffaloes fmel! them fome 
way off, which makes them run for it.The 
wolves then advance with a pretty equal pace, 
till they obferve the fatteft out of breath. 
‘Thefe they attack before and behind; one 
of them feizes on the buffalo by the hind- 


quartet, and overturns him, the others ftran- 
ee him. 


The wolves being many in a bady) kill 
“not what is Giese for one alone, aie as 
“many as they can, before they begin to eat. 
| For this is the manner of the wolf, to kill 
ten or twenty times more than he needs, ef- 


pecially when he can do it with oe and 
without interruption. 


_ Though the country I defcribe has very 
‘extenfive plains, I pretend not to fay, that 
| there are no rifing grounds or hills ; but they 
‘are more rare there than elfewhere, efpe- 


| cially on the Weft fide. In approaching 


‘to New Mexico, we obferve great hills and 


lime. mountains, fome of which are prett 
ia 


el ought rot to omit mentioning here, that 


iff the low lands of Wii the Miffi- 
Spi has feveral fhoal banks of fand in it, 
Devo ft. @) which 
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which appear very dry upon the falling of; 
the waters, after the inundations. The | 
banks extend more or lefs in length ; fom} 
of them half a league, and not without | 

confiderable breadth. I have feen the Nat| 
chez, and other Indians, fow a fort of grait i 
which they called Choupichoul, on thefe. dr}. 
fand-banks. This fand received no mann i 
of culture ; and the women and children co i 
vered the grain any how with their feet 
without taking any great pains about 1 it 
After this fowing, and manner of culture’ 
they waited till Autumn, when they gathere| 
a great quantity of the grain. It was pre | 
pared like millet, and very good to eat 
This plant is what is called Belle Dame Sau| 
vage*, which thrives in all countries, but re | 
quires a good foil : And whatever good qua | 
lity the foil in Europe may have, it fhoots bu 


a foot and ahalf high; and yet, on this fan 


H 


of the AZififipi, it rifes, without any cul 
ture, three feet and a half, and four fee 


high. Such is the virtue of this fand all wu! 
the Miffipi; or, to fpeak more properly, fo 
the whole length of its courfe ; if we excep 
the accumulated earth of the Lower Laus| 
fiana, acrofs which it paffes, and where i| 


\ 


* He feems to mean Buck-cobiats . : 
| Be | 


=< yee 
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E dattot leave any dry fand-banks ; becaufe 1g 
is ftraitened within its banks, which the river 
ivfelf raifes, and continually augments. 


Inall the groves and little forefts I have 
mentioned, and which lie to the North of 
the 1 tiver of the Arkanfas, pheafants, par- 
tridges, {nipes, and woodcocks, are in fuch 
great numbers, that thofe who are moft fond 
flor this game, might eafily fatisfy their long- 
| ing, as alfo every other fpecies of game. 
i Small birds are fill vaitly more numerous. 
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Con K Plo vin 


A Lead-mine. A foft Stone, 1 
bling Porphyry. Lands of the 
fouri. The Lands North of theW 
bache. Tbe Lands of the Ulinois. Dy 
la Mothe’s Mine, and other Mines. 


the Arkanfas, to the North, and on t 4 
fame fide of the Mifi/ipi, we find the TaN 
Sz, Francis. ee (1 


HIRT Y leagues above the he 


The lands adjoining to it are always to’ 
vered with herds of buffaloes, notwithfta id. 
ing they are hunted every winter in ¢ 
parts: For, it is to this river, that is, 
neighbourhood, that the French and Ca 
dians go and make their falt provifions 
the inhabitants of the Capital, and of 
neighbouring plantations , in which the 
 affifted by the native Arkanfas, whom t 
hire for that purpofe. When they are W 
the fpot, they chufe a tree, fit to me 
pettyauger, which ferves for a falting 
powdering-tub in the middle, and is. of 
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at the two efids, where snl is left room for 
aman at each extremity. 


The trees they choofe are ordinarily the 
ta which grow on the banks of the wa- 
er. It is a white wood, foft and binding. 
The pettyaugers might be made of other 
wood, becaufe fuch are to be had pretty 
large ; but either too heavy for pettyaugers, 
jor too apt to {plit. 


The fpecies of wood in this part of Leu-. 
Gana is tall oa ; the fields abound with four 
i of walnut, efpecially the black kind ; 
fo called, becaufe it is of a dark brown co- 
Hlour, bordering on black; this fort grows 
very large. 


There are, befides, fruit trees in this coun-_ 
try, and it is there we begin to find com- 
jmonly Papaws. We have alfo here other 
trees of every fpecies, more or lefs, accord- 


general are fit to produce every thing the 


} But in return, wheat thrives there extreme- 
ly well: The vine is found every where ; 
ithe mulberry tree is in plenty; tobacco 
| grows fine, and of a good quality; as do 
cotton and garden plants: So that by lead- 
O 2 ing 


ing as the foil is favourable. ‘Thefe lands in . 


Jlow lands can yield, except rice and indigo. 
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ing an eafy and agreeable life in that couns | 
try, we may at the fame time be fure of al: 


good return to France. oF 


Hi 
The land which lies between the Mili iMifip ip 


and the river St. Francis, is full of rifing 
grounds, and mountains of a middling | | 
height, which, according to the ordinary | 
cateaton: contain feveral mines : Some of | 
them have been aflayed, among the reft, the f 
mine of Marameg, on the little river of that | 
name; the other mines appear not to be fo | ! 
rich, nor fo ealy to be worked. There are | 
fome lead-mines, and others of copper, as | 
is pretended. ae Al 

The mine of Marameg, which is filver, is 
pretty near the confluence of the river which 
gives it name; which is a great advantage, 
to thofe who would work it, becaufe they. 
might eafily, by that means, have their 
goods from Europe. It is fituate about hive 
hundred tae from the fea. 


J thall continue on the Weft fide of the * 
Mi uffifipi, and to the North of the famous. | 
river of Adiffouri, which we are now to crofs, | 
This river takes its rife at eight hundred a 
leagues diftance, as is alleged, from the 
place where it deharee itfelf into the M4i/- 


OT LOU PST AN*A, 295 
fifp:. Its waters are muddy, thick, and 
eharged with nitre ; and thefe are the wa- 
ters that make the AZi/fifipi muddy down.to 
jthe fea, its waters being extremely clear a- 
bove the confluence of the Adour: ‘The 
reafon is, that the former rolls its waters 
ever a fand and pretty firm foil; the latter, 
on the contrary, flows acrofs rich and clayey 
lands, where little ftone is to be feen; for 
tho’ the A&/feuri comes out of a mountain, 
which lies to the North-weft of New Adexico, 
we are told, that all the lands it paffes thro’ 

are generally rich; that is, low meadows, 
and lands without ftone, : 


This great river, which feems ready to 
difpute the preeminence with the Milffpi, 
receives in its long courfe many rivers and 
prooks, which confiderably augment its wa- 
fers. But except thofe, that have received 
their names from fome nation of Indians, . 
who inhabit their banks, there are very few 
of their names we can be well affured of, 
each traveller giving them different appella- 
Itions. The French having penetrated up the 
\Mifeuri only for about three hundred leagues. 
at moft, and the rivers, which fall into its 
bed being only known by the Indians, it is 
of atts importance what names they may 

O 4 bear - 


ig 
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bear at prefent, being befides in a country i 
but little frequented. The river, which is} 
the bei known, is that of the Ofages, fo} 
called from a nation of that name, dwell ing i 
on its banks, -It falls into the wee | 
pretty near its confluence. 2 * 


‘The largeft known river which falls inté 
the Miffruri, is that of the Ganzas; which 
runs for near two hundred leagues in a very 
fine country. According to what I have 
been able to learn about the courfe of this/! 
great river, from its fource to the Canzas,' 
it runs from Weft to Eaft; and from that} 
nation it falls down to the Southward, where, 
it receives the river of the Canzas, which , 
comes from the Weft ; there it forms a great, 
elbow, which terminates in the neighbour-, 
hood of the Mifouris ; then it refumes its, 
courfe to the South- eaft, to lofe at laft both ; | 
its name and waters in the Mifi/pi, dhol 


four leagues lower down than the river. of, 
the eres. 


ae 


There was a French Poft for fome tim 
in an ifland a few leagues in length, over 
againgt the Adiffouris ; fae French {cttled in | 
tyaisirore ah the Eaft point, and called it For rt 
Orleans, M. de Bourgment commanded the re, 
afuficient time, to gain the friendfhip a 

the 
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the Indians of the countries adjoining to this 
great river. He brought about a peace a- 
mong all thofe nations, who before his ar= 
rival were all at war; the nations to the 


North being more warlike than thofe to the 
South. ; 


After the departure of that Commandant, 
they murdered all the garrifon, not a fingle 
| Frenchman having efcap-d to carry. the news 
-nor could it be ever known, whether it 


happened through the fault of the French, 
or through treachery. 


_ As to the nature of that-country, I refer 
to '(M. de Bourgmont’s Journal, an extract 


_ffom which I have ‘given above. That is 
-an criginal account, figned by all the offi- 
cers, and feveral others of the Company, - 
which I thought was too prolix to give at 
full length, and for that reafon I have only 
: bitracted from it what relates to the people 
and the quality of the foil, and traced out 
“the route to thofe who may have a mind to 
‘fake’ that journey ; and even this we found. 
_neceflary to abridge in this tranflation. 


‘In this journey of M. de Bourgmont, men- 
| tion is only made of what we meet with, 
from Fort Orleans, from which we fat out, 

4 Ory ins 


° 
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in order to go to the Padoucas : Wherefore | 

LT ought to fpeak of a thing curious enough | 
fo be related, and which is found, on the } 
banks of the 4 iffouri and that is, a pretty | 
high cliff, upright from the edge of the wa- 
ter. . From the middle of this cliff juts out 
a mafs of red ftone with white fpots, like | 
Porphyry, with this difference, that what | 
we are fpeaking of is almoft foft and tend 
like fand-ftone. It is covered with anothe 
fort of ftone of no value ; the bottom is 
earth, like that on other rifing ground 
This ftone is eafily worked, and bears the . 

-moft violent fire. The Jndians of the coun- | 
try have contrived to ftrike off pieces there-_ | 
of with their arrows, and after they fall in 4 
the water plunge for them. When they 
can procure pieces thereof large enough to . 
make pipes, they fafhion them with knives 
and awls. This pipe has a focket two or 
three inches long, and on the oppofite fide 
the figure of an hatchet ; in the middle a | 
all is the boot, or bowl of the pipe, to pu : 
the tobacco in. Thefe fort of pipes ; 
highly efteemed among them. 


tirely unknown, unlefs we will give cred 
to the relations of different travellers; b 
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to which of them fhall we give the prefer- 

ence? In the firft place, they almoft all 

- contradi@ each other : And then, men of 

the moft experience treat them as impoftors : 

And therefore I choofe to pay no regard to 
any of them. 


Let us therefore now repafs the 1d://:/ip7, 
in order to refume the defcription of. the 
- lands to the Eaft, and which we quitted at 
‘the river Wabache. This river is diftant 
| from the fea four hundred and fixty (three 
hundred) leagues ; it is reckoned to have 
four hundred leagues in length, from its 
| fource to its confluence into the Adi/j/pi. 
‘It is called Wabache, though, according to 
}| the ufual method, it ought to be called the 
- Ohio, or beautiful river; feeing the Odvo is 
known under that name in Canada, before 
its confluence was known: And as the Ohio 
takes its rife at a greater diftance off than 
the three others, which mix together, be- 
fore they empty themfelves into the Ah/ffi- 
Si pi, this fhould make the others lofe their 
‘names; but cuftom has prevailed on this 
eccafion *. The firft river known’ to us, 
| which falls into the Ohio, is that of the A/- 
Be: which takes its rife towards Lake Erié. 


* But not among he Engli 5 we call it the Obio. 
6 


It 


* 
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It is by this'river of the Adiamis that the 
Canadians come to Louifiana. . For this pur- 
pofe they embark on the river Sz. Lawrence, 
go up this river, pafs the cataraéts quite to 
the bottom of Lake Erié, where they find 
a {mall river, on which they alfo go up to 
a place, called the Carriage of the Miamis ; 3 
‘becaufe that people come and take their ef- | 
feats, and carry them on their backs for. | 
two leagues from thence to the ban‘s of the 
‘tiver ‘et their name, which I juft faid emp- 
ties itfelf into the Ohio. F rom thence the 
‘Canadians go down that river, enter the Wa- 
tache, and at laft the Miffyfipi, which brings | 
them to New Orleans, the Capital of Louifi- 
ana. They reckon eighteen hundred leagues* — 
from the Capital of Canada to that of Loui- | 
frana, on account of the great turns and | 
windings they are obliged to take. 


_. The river of the M@amis is thus the = 
is the North, which falis into the Ohio; 
then that of the Chacouanons to the South; | | 
and laftly, that-of the Cherakees; all whee | 
together empty themfelves into the AZ, fi- 
Spi. This i is what we fen} the bic! nd- 


ja 1 , 
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abounding in fifh, and navigable almoft up 
to its fource. | 


To the North of this river lies Canada, 
which inclines more to the Eaft than the 
fource of the Obie, and extends to the coun- 
try of the [linois. It is of little importance 
to difpute here about the limits of thefe two 
neighbouring colonies, as they both apper- 
tain to France. The lands of the //inozs are 
reputed to be a part of Lowifiana; we have 
there a Poft near a village of that nation, 
| called Lamaroias, 


The country of the JJinois is extremely 


_ good, and abounds with buffalo and other 


game. Onthe North of ‘the /Vabache we 
-firft begin to fee the Orignaux ; a {pecies of 

animals which are faid to partake of the buf- 
-_falo and the ftag; they have, indeed, been 
_-deferibed tome to be much more clumfy 
than the ftag. Their horns have fomething 
of the ftag, but are fhorter and more mafly, ; 
the meat of them, as they fay, _ig ‘pretty 
| good. Swans, and other water-fowl, are 
|} common in thefe countries. 


| The French Pott of the Jilinois is, of all 
| the colony, that in which, with the great- 
ihe ‘ on 


doo. , (DHE (HES DO Rms 


eft eafe, they grow wheat, rye, and other 
like grain, for the fowing of which you | 
need only to turn the earth in the flighteft 
manner ; that flight culture is fufficient ta) 
make the earth produce as much as we can 
reafonably defire. I have been affured, that at 
in the laft war, when the flour from France 
was fcearce, the I//inois fent down to New 
Orleans upwards of eight hundred thoufand | 
weight thereof in one winter. Tobacco alfo 
thrives there, but comes to maturity with F 
difficulty.. All the plants tran{ported thi- 
ther from France fucceed well, as do alfo 
the fruits. 


i 
a C] q 


In thofe countries there is a river, which 5 | 
takes its name from the J/inois. It was by | 
this river that the firft travellers came from : 
Canada into the A&i/fifpi. Such as come | 

from Canada, and have bufinefs only on the | 
Illinois, pafs that way yet: But fuch as wane 


to go directly to the fea, go down the val 
of the Afiamis into the Wabache, or Ohi 


and from thence into the AZi/i/; oe 


In this country there are mines, and on 
in particular called De la Mothe’s mine 
which is filver, the aflay of which has bee 
made; as alfo of two lead-mines, fo rich a 
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} 


firft, as to vegetate, or fhoot, a foot and a 
half at leaft out of the earth. 


_ The whole continent North of the river 
_ of the inois is not much frequented, con- 
-fequently little known. The great extent 
of Louifiana makes us prefume, that thefe 
parts will not foon come to our knowledge, 
unlefs fome curious perfon fhould-go thither 
to open mines, where they are faid to be in 
great numbers, and very rich. 
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ing, pe ae and maueeae A ; 
Commodities that are proper articles of | 
aside Of the culture ge Maiz | 


of the Silk-worm. 


N order to give an account of the fevera| 

forts of plants cultivated in Louifiana, | 
begin with Adaiz, as being the moft ufeful. | 
grain, feeing it is the principal food of - the | 
people of America, and that the French found — 3 
it cultivated by the Indians. . a | 

. Maz, which in France we “¢all Torkel 
corn, (and we Iudian-corn) is a grain of ve | 
fize of a pea; there is of it as large as Our | 
fugar-pea: It grows on a fort of hufks, | 
(Quenouille) in afcending rows:. Some of 
thefe hufks have to the number of feven hun= | 
dren grains upon them, and I have counted 
even a greater number. y 
be about two inches thick, by feven or eight a 


inches aid upwards in ta It is ee 
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fan it from ‘the avidity of birds. Its foot 
or ftalk is often of the fame fize: It has 
leaves about two inches and upwards broad, 

: by two feet and a half long, which are 
i chanelled, or formed like gutters, by which 
| they colle& the dew which diffolves at fun~ 
rifing, and trickles down to the ftalk, fome- 
- times in fuch plenty, as to wet the earth a~ 
round them for the breadth of fix or feven 
inches. Its flower is on the top of the ftalk, 
which is fometimes eight feet high. We 
ordinarily find five or fix ears on each ftalk, 
and in order to procure a greater crop, the 


part of the ftalk above the ears ought to be 
cut away. 


For fowing the Adaiz in a field, already 
cleared and prepared, holes are made four 
feet afunder every way, obferving to make 
the rows as ftraight as may be, in order ta 
weed them the eafier: Into every hole five 
or fix grains are put, which are previoully to 
be ftceped for twenty-four hours at leaft, to 
make them rife or fhoot the quicker, and to 
prevent the fox and birds from eating fuch 
_ quantities of them: By day there are people 
| to guard them againtt birds 3 by night fires 
} are made at proper diftances to frighten a- 
_ way the fox, who would otherwife turn up 
| the 
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the ground, and eat the corn of all the rows, ‘ 
one after another, without omitting one, |; 
till he has his fill, and is therefore the moft 
pernicious animal to this corn. The Corns 

as foon as fhot out of the earth, is weeded $ 

When it mounts up, and its ftalks are an 
inch big, it is hilled, to fecure it againft the - 
wind. This grain produces enough for two 
Negroes to make fifty barrels, each weighing i 
an hundred and fifty pounds. 4 


Such as begin a plantation. in woods, 
thick-fet with cane, have an advantage in the | 
4daiz, that makes amends for the labour of — i 
clearing the ground ; a labour always more i 
fatiguing than cultivating a {pot already clear-_ 
ed, The advantage is this: They begin f 
with cutting down the canes for a great X= 
tent of ground; the trees they peel two feet | 
high quite round: ‘This operation is per= 
formed in the beginning of March, as then, 
the fap is in motion in that country : About _ 
fifteen days after, the canes being dry, are, 
fet on fre: The fap of the trees are coh | 
made to defcend, and the branches are burnt, . | 
which kills the trees, 


_ On the following day they fow the corn in 
the manner I have juft fhewn: The roots | 
the 


oa | 


| 


OF LOUISIANA. 307 
the cane, which are not quite dead, fhoot 
frefh canes, which are very tender and brittle ; 
and as no other weeds growin the field that 
year, it is eafy to be weeded of thefe canes, 
and as much corn again may be made, as 
ina field already cultivated. 


This grain they eat in many different 
“ways ; the moft common way is to make it 
| into Sagamity, which is a kind of gruel made 
with water, or ftrong broth. They bake 
bread of it like cakes (by baking it over 
the fire on an iron plate, or on a board before 
the fire,) which is much better than what 
\they bake in the oven, at leaft for prefent 
ufe; but you muft make it every day; and 
even then it is too heavy to foak in foup of 
any kind, They likewife make parched 
| meal * of it, which is a dith of the natives, 
‘as well as the Cooédlou, or bread mixt with 
Vbeans. The ears of corn roafted are like- 
wife a peculiar difh of theirs ; and the fmal! 
\corn drefled in that manner is as agreeable 
Jto us as to them, A light and black earth 
agrees much better with the (daz than a 
) ftrong and rich one. 


* See Book III. Chap. 3. 
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The parched meal is the the beft prepara. ! 


tion of this corn ; the French like it extremely 


thar: can he carried on a journey, age | 
is free oh gatas eee 


account of ike way of fowing Bl which 


if you do not obferve, you ny as well fow 5 
none. 


eoiy It is fown in fibrous of the head | 
ofahoe: When fhot, and three or fo sa 
inches high, they let water into the furrows, 
but in a {mall quantity, in proportion as je 
grows, and then give water in greater | 
plenty. Mis a | 
The ear of this grain nearly refembles that.» 
of oats; its grains are faftened to a beard, 
and its chaff is very rough and full of thofe_ 
fine and hard beards: The bran adheres 


not to the grain, as that of the corn 0} a 


\ 


France || 


i 
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France; it confifts of two lobes, which ealily 
feparate and loofen, and are therefore readily 
cleaned and broke off, 


¥ 


They eat their rice as they do in France, 


| but boiled much thicker and with much lefs 
‘cookery, altho’ it is not inferior in goodnefs to 
ours: Chey only wath it in warm water, ta- 
‘ken out of the fame pot you are to boil it in, 


then throw it in all at once, and boilit, till it 


burfts, and fo it 1s drefled without any fur- 


ther trouble. ae y make bread of it, that 


\ Jis very white and of a good relifh ; but they 


have tried in vain to make any that will foak 
in foup. | i 


The culture of the Water-melon is fimple 


senough, They choofe for the purpofe a 


jight foil, as that of a rifing ground, well 
_expofed : They make ately in the earth, 

from two and a half to three feet in diameter, 
and diftant from each other fifteen feet every 
way, in each of which holes they. put five or 
fix feeds. When the feeds are come up, and 
the young plants have ftruck out five or fix 
leaves, the four mof thriving plants are pitch- 
ed upon, and the others plucked up to pre- 
vent their ftarving each other, when too nu- 


“merous. It is only at that time, that they 
have 
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have the trouble of watering them, natu 
alone performing the reft, and bringing the 
to maturity ; which is known by the green |j 
rind beginning to change colour. ‘There is — 
no occafion to cut or prune them. The 
other fpecies of melons are cultivated in the 
fame manner, only that between the holes 
the diftance is but five or fix feet, 


All forts of garden plants and greens thri ve 
extremely well in Lowi/iana, and grow inmuc 
greater abundance than in France: The cl 


7 


and other bulbous plants, auton not in the j 


Pat 


leaves of the natural mulberries of Loh jana. | 
i 


are what the Sz/k-worms are very fond of; 


large leaf, but tender, and the fruit of thee , 
colour of Burgundy wine. 

produces alfo the white mulberry, which h 

the fame quality with the red. 
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I fhall next relate fome experiments, that 
have been made on this fubjeét, by people 
who were acquainted with it. Madam Hu- 
bert, a native of Provence, where they make 
a great deal of Si/é, which fhe underftood 
_the management of, was defirous of trying, 
whether they could raife Si/é-worms with the 
| mulberry leaves of this province, and what 
fort of filk they would afford. The firft of 
her experiments was, to give fome large filk- 
worms a parcel of the leaves of the Red-Mul- 
berry, and another parcel of the white mul- 
| berry both upon the fame frame. She ob- 
ferved the worms went over the leaves of 
both forts, without fhewing any greater lik- 
ing to the one than to the other: Then fhe 
put to the other two forts of leaves fome of 
the leaves of the White-/weet or Sugar-Mul- 
berry, and fhe found that the worms left the 
other forts to go to thefe, and that they pre- 
ferred them to the leaves of the common 
| Red and White Mulberry *. 


1 The fecond experiment of Madam Hubert 
was, to raife and feed fome filk-worms fepa- 
rately. “T’o fome fhe gave the leaves of the 
common hite-Mulberry; and to others the 


-® See an account of thefe different forts of Mulberry, 
} in the notes at the end of Vol, II. 
Bt iy : leaves 
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leaves of the White Sugar-Mulberry; ino 
to fee the difference of the filk from 
difference of their food. Morever, fhe raif 
and fed fome of the native filk-worms o 
the country, which were taken very youn 
from the mulberry-trees; but fhe obferved, |! 
that thefe laft were very flighty, and did no-} 
thing but run up and down, their nature | | 
being, without doubt, to live upon trees : She | 
then changed their place, that they might | 
not mix sith the other werms that: came! 
from Frauce, and gave them little branches | 
with the leaves on them, which made them | 
a little more fettled. 


This induftrious lady waited till the ce 
coons were perfectly made, in order to ob- | | 
ferve the difference between them in unwi 
ing the filk; the fuccefs of which, and o 
her other experiments fhe was fo good as 
give me a particular account of, When 
cocoons were ready to be wound, fhe t 
care of them herfelf, and found, that 
wild worms yielded lefs filk than thofe fi m! 
France; for altho’ they were of a larger ft ze, 
they were not fo well furnifhed with 
which proceeded, no doubt, from their : 
being @ ae nourifhed, “by their yunni 
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l obferved, that they were but meagre ; but not- 
withftanding, their filk was ftrong and thick, 
tho’ coarfe. 


_ Thofe that were fed with the leaves of 
_ the Red-Mulberry made cocoons well furnifh- 
ed with filk; which was ftronger and finer 
than that of France. Thofe that were fed 
upon the leaves of the common White Mul- 
_ berry, had the fame filk with thofe that were 
fed on the leaves of the Red-Mulberry. The 
_ fourth fort, again, thathad been fed with the 
_ leaves of the White Sugar-Mulberry, had but 
little filk ; it was indeed as fine as the pre- 
ceding, but it was fo weak, and {fo brittle, 


. that it was with great difficulty they could 
| wind it. 


Thefe are the experiments of this lady on 
| filk-worms, which every one may make his 
own ufes of, in order to have the forts of filk, 
| mulberries, or worms, that are moft f{uita~ 
_ ble to his purpofe, and moft likely to turn to 
_ his account: Which we are very glad of 
this opportunity to inform them of, that they 
may fee, how much fociety owes to thofe per- 
fons, who take care to ftudy nature, in or- 
der to promote induftry and public utility. 


Voul me CHAP. 
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CHAP ise 


Of Indigo, Tobacco, Cotton, Wax, Hlops 
and Saffron. 


i 
HE high lands of Louifiana produce a} 


natural Indigo: What I faw in two of 


three places, wherelinave obferved it,grew atthe | 


edges of the thick woods, which fhews it de 
fens in a good, but light foil. One of thefe 
ftalks was but ten or twelve inches high, its 
wood at leaft three lines in diameter, and of as, 
fine a green as its leaf ; it was as tender as the, 
rib of a cabbage leaf; when its head was 
blown a little, the two other ftalks fhot ina 
few days, the one feventeen, and the other 


nineteen inches highs the ffem was fix lings | 


thick below, and of a very lively green, and 
ftill very tender, the lower part only began fo 


turn brown a little; the tops of both were| 
equally ill furnifhed with leaves, and without | 


branches ; which makes it to be prefumed, that 
being fo thriving and of fo fine a growth, it 
would have fhot very high, and: furpafs in 
vigour and height the cultivated Indigo. ‘The 
talk of the Zzdigo, cultivated by the French at 
the Natchez, turned brown before it fhot 
eleven or twelve inches ; when in feed it was 

five | 


i 


1 
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five feet high and upwards, and furpafled in 
vigour et was cultivated in the Lower 
Louifiana, that is, in the quarter about New 
Orleans: but the natural, which I had an op- 
portunity of feeing only young and tender, 
promifed to become much taller and ftouter 
‘than ours, and to yield more. 


The Indigo cultivated in Louifiana, comes 
from the Ifiands ; its grain is of the bignefs of 
one line, and about a quarter longer, brown 
.and hard, flatted at the extremities, becaufe it 
is compreffed in its pod. This grain is fown 
in a foil, prepared like a garden, and the field, 
where it is cultivated, is called the Indiga-gar- 
den. Inorder to fow it, holes are made on 2 
firaight line with a {mall hoe, a foot afunder 5 
in each hole, four or five feeds are put, which 
are covered with earth; great care is had not 
to fuffer any flrange plants to grow near it, 
-which would choak it; and it is fown a foot 
-afunder, to the end it may draw the fuller 
-nourifhment, and be weeded without grazing 
-orruffiing the leaf, which is that which gives 
the Indigo. When its leaf is quite come to its 
j fhape, it refembles exa@tly that of the Acacia, 
1 fo well known in France, only that it is {maller. 


It is cut with large pruning-knives, or a fort 
| of fickles, with about fix or feven inches aper~ 


©. 


P 2, ture, 
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ture, which fhould be pretty ftrong. It ought | 
to be cut before its wood hardens; .and to be 
ereen as its leaf, which ought, however, to. 
have a bluifh eye, or caft. When cut, it is’ 4 
conveyed into the rotting-tub, as we fhall [ 
prefently explain. According as the foil is” P| 
better or worfe, it fhoots higher or lower; the ) 
tuft of the firft cutting, which grows round, 4) 
does not exceed eight inches in height and — 
breadth : the fecond cutting rifes fometimes to 

afoot. In cutting the /zdigo, you are to fee 

your foot upon the root, in order to prevent” 

the pulling it out of the earth ; and to be upon | 
your guard not to cut yourfelf, as the teol is _ 


dangerous. 


| 


In order to make an Jndigo-work, a fhed is f | 
firft of all to be built: this building is at leaft 
twenty feet high, without walls or flooring, — 
but only covered. “The whole is built upon |, 
pofts, which may be clofed with mats, if you | 
pleafe:. this building has twenty feet in” 
breadth, and at leaft thirty in length. In this 
fhed three vats or large tubs are fet in fuch a 
manner, that the water may be eafily drained — 
off from the firft, which is the lowermoft and um 
fmalleft. ‘The fecond refts with the edge of » | 
its bottom on the upper edge of the firft, fo : 


that the water may ealily run from it into the — 
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one below. ‘This fecond vat is not broader 
but deeper than the firft, and is called the Bat- 
| gery 3 for this reafon it has its beaters, which 
are little buckets formed of four ends of 
_ boards, about eight inches long, which together 
have the figure of the hopper of a mill; a ftick 
runs acrofs them, which is put into a wooden 
fork, in order to beat the Judigo: there are two 
of them on each fide, which in all make four. 


The third vat is placed in the fame man- 
ner over the fecond, and is as big again, that 


it may hold the leaves ; it is called the Ret- 


ting-tud, becauf2 tic waves wah are put 
baie ae are Geadehcd, not corrupted or {poiled 
therein. The Jzdigo-cperator, who conducts 
the whole work, knows when it is time to 
Jet the water run into the fecond vat; then he 

Jets go the cock ; for if the leaves were left 
too long, the Ludiga would-be too black ; it 
_ muft have no more time than what is fufficient 
to difcharge-a kind of flower or froth that is 


| found upon the leaf. 


The water, when it is all in the fecond 
vat, is beat till the Indigo-operator gives or- 
ders to ceafe; which he does not before he 
has feveral times taken up fome of this water 
with a filver cup, by way of aflay, in order 

Rive to 
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to know the exact time in which they i 


to give over beating the water : and this is” a 4 


fecret which practice alone can ESSE with 
certainty. ae 


¥ 
ts, 2 
i, 


When the Indigo-operator finds that the 
water is fufficiently beaten, he lets it fettle 
till he can draw off the water clear; which is 
‘done by means of feveral cocks one above an= 


other, for fear of lofing the Indigo. For this 
purpofe, if the water is clear, the higheft cock 
is opened, the fecond in like manner, till the | 
water is obferved to be tinged; then they fhut i 
the cock: the fame is done in all the cocks | 
till all the Zzdigo be in a pap at the bottom of | 


ea hl 


the fecond vat. The firft, or fmall vat, ferves i 


only to purify the water, which is found to 


be tinged, and letrun whileclear, .. | « : 
i i 


When the /ndigo is well fettled, they put it | 
in cloth bags, a foot long and fix inches wide, 
with a fmall circle at top, which helps to re= 
ceive the /ndigo with eafe ; it is fuffered to, 
drain till it gives no more water: however, : 
muft be moift enough to fpread it in the moul I 
with a wooden lane. or jpatula. 


In order to have the feed, they fuffer it - | 
yun up as many feet as they forefee fhall be 
necelary 


Pe es 


—_ 
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i pet 


i 
bbe: 


neceflary for feed; it fhoots four or five feet 
high, according to the quality of the foil. 
“There are four cuttings of it in the iflands, 
where the climate is warmer ; three good cut- 
tings are made in Leuifiana, and of as good.a 
quality at leaft as in the iflands. 


Tobacco, which was found among the /n- 
dians of Louifiana, feems alfo to be a-native of 
‘the country, feeing their ancient tradition in- 
‘forms us, that from time immemorial they 
have, in their treaties of peace and in their 
-embaffies, ufed the pipe, the principal ufe of 
which is that the deputies fhall all {moke 
‘therein. This native Tebacco is very largey 
its ftalk, when fuffered to run to feed, fhoots 
to five feet and a half and fix feet; the lower 
part of its ftem is at leaft eighteen lines in 
diameter, and its leaves often near ‘two feet 
long, which are thick and fucculent ; its juice 
is ftrong, but never diforders the head. ‘The 
Tobacco of Virginia has a broader but fhorter 
leaf, its ftalk is fmaller and runs not up fo 
high ; its fmell is not difagreeable, but not fo 
flrong ; it takes more plants to make a pound, 
hecaufe its leaf is thinner, and not fo full of 
fap as the native. What is cultivated in the 
lower Louifiana is fmaller, and not fo ftrong ; 
but that made in the iflands ig thinner than 
Pig that 


320 THE HISTORY 


that of Lowifiana, but much ftronger, and dife 
orders the head. a 


4 


In erder to fow Tobacco, you make abed_ | 
on the belt piece of ground you are matter of, i | 
and give it fix inches in height; this earth _ 
you beat and make level with the back of a. 
{pade ; you afterwards fow the feed, which is \4 i 
extremely tine, nearly refembling poppy feed. , 
Tt muft be fown thin, and notwithftanding — > 
that attention, it often happens to be too thick. 
When the feed is fown, the earth is no longer 
Rirred, but the feed is covered with athes the | 
thicknefs of a farthing, to prevent the worms _ | 


fe satire rhe wh sere tae ne fe ee eee 
from eating the Lebacco when it isjult thooting | 
ba @ hee 


Fav de ee: 
CULO hie Party, 


_ As foon as the Tobacco has four leaves, it is 
tranfplanted into a foil prepared for it, put into " 
holes a foot broad made in a line, and diftant a 
three feet every way; a diftance not too great, 
In order to weed it with eafe, without break- 
Ing the leaves. 


The beft time for tranfplanting it is after oy 
rain, otherwife you muft water it: In like 
manner, when the feed is in the earth, if itty 
rains not, you muft gently fprinkle it towards - | 
evening, becaufe it is fomewhat flow in rifing, ya 
and when it is fprouted it requires alittle wa- 

‘a ters am 
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ter. You mutt lightly cover the plant in the 
day time with fome leaves plucked the night 
before ; a precaution on no account to be dif- 
| penfed with, till the young plant has fully 
ftruck root. You muft alfo daily vifit the To- 
bacco, to clear it of caterpillars, which faften 
upon it, and would entirely eat it up, if they 
are not deftroyed. The Tobacco-Caterpillar is 
_ of the fhape of a filk-worm, has a prickle on 
_ its back towards its extremity ; its colour is of 
_ the moft beautiful fea-green, ftriped with fil- 
_ ver ftreaks; in a word, it is as beautiful to 
_ the eye as itis fatal to the plant it is fond of. 


I gave great attention to keep my planta- 
tion clear of all weeds, obferving in weed- 
ing it with the hoe not to touch the ftalks, 
} about which I caufed to lay new earth, as well 
| to fecure them againft gufts of wind, as to 
enable them to draw from the earth a more 
abundant nourifhment. When the Tobacco 
began to put forth fuckers, I plucked them off, 
becaufe they would have fhot into branches, 
which would impoverifh the leaves, and for 
the fame reafon flopped the Tobacco from 
fhooting above the twelfth leaf, afterwards 
ftripping off the four lowermoft, which never 
come to any thing: Hitherto I did nothing, 
_ but what was ordinarily done by thofe who 
Ps cultivate 
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cultivate Tobacco with fome degree’ of care ¢ 
but my method of proceeding afterwards vie | 
different. a | 


I faw my neighbours ftrip the leaves of Ta- 
bacco from the ftalk, ftring them, fet them to 
dry, by hanging them out in the air, then put 
them in heaps, to make them fweat. As for 
me, I carefully examined the plant, and when | 
I obferved the ftem begin to turn yellow here | 
and there, I caufed the ftalk to be cut with a 
pruning-knife, and left it for fome time on 
the earth todeaden. Afterwards. it was Car-. 
ried off on hand-barrows, becaufe it is thus 
lefs expofed to bé broken thanon the necks of © 
Negroes. When it was brought to the honfe; _ 
I caufed it to be hung up, ane the big end of 
the ftem turned any the leaves of each 
ftalk flightly touching one another, being well 
afflured they would fhrivel in drying, and no % 
longer touch each other. It hereby happened, 4 
that the juice contained inthe pith (fometimes 
as big'as one’s finger) of the {tem of the plant, 

- flowed into the leaves, and augmenting their 
fap, made them much more mild and waxy. — 
As faft as thefe leaves affumed a bright chefnut_ y 
colour, I ftripped them from the ftalk, and | 
made them direftly into bundles, which iy 
wiapped up in a cloth, and neva it clofe with — 


eid 


a cord 
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a cord for twenty-four hours; then ‘undoing 
the cloth, they were tied up clofer ftill. “This, 
Tobacco turned black and fo waxy, that it 
could not be rafped in lefs than a year ; but 
then it had a fubftance and flavour fo much the 
more agreeable, as it never affected the head 5 
and fol fold it for double the price of the 
common. 


The Cotton, which is cultivated in Loxifianay 
is of the fpecies of the white Siam *, tho’ not 
fo foft, nor fo long as the Si/k-cotton 5 it is €x- 
tremely white and very fine, and a very good 
ufe may be made of it. This Cotton is pro- 
duced, not from a tree, as in the Ea/?-Indiess 
but from a plant, and thrives much better in 
light, than in ftrong and fat lands, fuch as 
thofe of the Lower Louifiana, where it is not. 
fo fine as on the high grounds. 


This plant may be cultivated in lands newly 
‘cleared, and not yet proper for ‘Fobacco, 
much lefs for Indigo, which requires a ground 
well worked like a garden. The feeds of 


_* This Eaf-India anmal Cotten has been found to be 
much better and whiter than what is cultivated in our co~ 
| lonies, which is of the Turkey kind, Both of them keep 
their colour better in wafhing, and are whiter than the 
perennial Cotton that comes from the iflands, although 
this la&t is of a longer fiaple. | 

. P6 Cot- 
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Cotton are planted three feet afunder, more or 
lefs according to the quality of the foil: the 
field is weeded at the proper feafon, in order 
to clear it of the noxious weeds, and frefh_ 
earth laid to the root of the plant, to fecure it 
againft the winds. The Cutten requires weed- 
ing, neither fo often, nor fo carefully as other 
plants; and the care of gathering is the em- 
ployment of young people, incapable of harder — 
labour. ; | 


When the root of the Cotton is once covered 
with frefh earth, and the weeds are removed, 
it is fuffered to grow without further touching 
it, till it arrives to maturity. “Then its heads 
or pods open into five parts, and expofe their 
Cotton to view. When the fun has dried the 
Cotton well, it is gathered in a proper manner, © 
and conveyed into the confervatory; after 
which comes on the greateft tafk, which is to 
feparate it from the grain or feed to which it 
clofely adheres; and it is this part of the 
work, which difgufts the inhabitants in the — 
cultivation of it. Icontrived a mill for the © 
purpofe, tried it, and found it to fucceed, foas. 
to difpatch the work very much. 


[Che culture of Indigo, Tobacco, and Cottons ' 


may be cafily carried on without any interrup- _ 
tion 
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tion to the making of Si/z, as any one of thefe 
is no manner of hindrance to the other. In the 
firft place, the work about thefe three plants 
does not come on, till after the worms have 
fpun their Si/k: in the fecond place, the feed- 
ing and cleaning the /dk-worm requires no 
great degree of ftrength; and thus the care 
employed about them, interrupts no other fort 
of work, either as to time, or as to the perfons 
employed therein. It fuffices for this operation 
to have a perfon who knows how to feed and 
clean the worms; young Negroes of both fexes 
might affift this perfon, little fkill fufficing 
for this purpofe : the oldeft of the young Ne- 
groes, when taught, might fhift the worms — 
and lay the leaves; the other young Negroes 
gather and fetch them; and all this labour, 
which takes not up the whole day, lafts only 
for about fix weeks. It appears therefore, that 
the profit made of the filk is an additional be- 
nefit, fo much the more profitable, as it 
diverts not the workmen from their ordinary 
tafks. If it be objected, that buildings are re- 
quifite to make filk to advantage; I anfwer, 

* buildings for the purpofe coft very little in a 
country, where wood may be had for taking ; 
1 add farther, that thefe buildings may be 


made and dawbed with mud by any perfons 
7 about 
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about the familly ; and-befides, may ferve for 
hanging Tobacco in, two months after the Si/é- 
worms are gone. 


IT own I have not feen the Wax-tree culti- 
vated in Lowifiana; people content themfelves 
to take the berries of this tree, without be- 
ing at pains to rear it; but as I am perfuaded 
it would be very advantageous to make plan- 
tations of it, I fhall give my fentiments on 
the culture proper for this tree, after the ex-. 
periments | made in regard to it. 


I had fome feeds of the Wax-tree brought 
me to Fontenai le Comte, in Poté&fou, fome of 
vhich I gave to feveral of my friends, but 
not one of them came up. I began to re- 
fiect, that Porétow not being by far fo warm as 
Louifiana, thefe feeds would have difficulty 
to fhoot ; [ therefore thought it was neceflary 
to fupply by art the defect of nature; I pro- 
cured horfe, cow, fheep, and pigeon’s dung 
in equal quantity, all which I put in a veffel 
of proportionable fize, and poured on them 
water, almoft boiling, in order to diffolve 
their falts: this water I drew off, and feep- 
ed the grains in a fufficient quantity thereof 
for forty-eight hours; after which I fowed 
them in a box full of good earth; feven of 

them 
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then came up, atid made fhoots between fe-~ 
even and eight inches high, but they were 
all killed by the froft for want of putting then 
into the green-houfe. 


This feed having fuch difficulty to come 
up, I prefume that the wax, in which it is 
wrapped up, hinders the moifture from pene- 
trating into, and making its kernel fhoot 3 
and therefore I fhould think that thofe who 
- choofe to fow it, would do well if they pre- 
vioufly rolled it lightly between two {mall 
boards juft rough from. the faw ; this friction 
would caufe the pellicle of wax to {cale off 
with fo-much the greater facility, as it is na~ 
turally very dry; and then it might be put. 
to fteep. 


~ 


Hops grow naturally in Loutfiana, yet fuch 
as have a defire to make ufe of them for them- 
felves, or fell them to Brewers, cultivate this 
plant. Itis planted in alleys, diftant afunder 
fix feet, in holes two feet, and one foot deep, 
in which the root is lodged. When fhot a, 
good deal, a pole, of the fize of one’s arm, 
and between twelve and fifteen feet long, is 
fixed in the hole; careis had to direct the 
f{hoots towards it, which fail not to run up 
tiie pole. When the flower is ripe and yel- 

lowtth, 
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lowifh, the ftem is cut quite clofe to the 
earth and the pole pulled out, in order to 
pick the flowers, which are faved. ae} 


If we confider the climate of Louifana, 
and the quality of the highlands of that pro- | 
vince, we might eafily produce Saffron there. 
‘The culture of this plant would be fo much 
the more advantageous to the planters, as the. 
neighbourhood of Mexico woyld procure a 
quick and ufeful vent for it, | 
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OftheCommerce thatis,and may be, carried — 
on in Louifiana. Of the Commodities 
which that Province may furnifo in re- 
turn for thofe of Europe. Of the Com- 
merce of Louifiana with the Ifles. 


Have often reflected on the happinefs of 
France, in the portion which Providence 
_has ailotted her in America, She has found 
| in her Jands neither the gold nor fiver of 
fiexico and Peru, nor the precious {tones and 
"rich ftuffs of the Eaf Indies; but the will find 
therein, when fhe pleafes, mines of iron, 
lead, and copper. She is there poffeffed of a 
fertile foil, which only requires to be occupied 
in order to produce, not only all the fruits ne- 
ceflary and agreeable to life, but alfo all the 
- fubje&s on which human induftry may exer- 
_ cife itfelf in order to fupply our wants. What 

I have already faid of Leui/iana ought to make 
this very plain; but to bring the whole toge- 
ther, in order, and under one point of view, 
I fhall next relate every thing that regards the 
Commerce of this province. | 


Com-= 
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Commodities which Louifiana may furnifh 
an return for thofe of Europe. 


FRANCE might draw from this colony fe- | 
veral fortsof Furs, which would not be without | 
their value, though held cheap in France; | 
and by their variety, and the ufe that might 
be made of ‘them, would yield fatisfaQion. 
Some perfons have diffuaded the traders from 
taking any furs from the Zudians, on a fup~ » 
polition that they would be moth-eaten, when 
carried to New Orleans, on account of the © 
heat of the climate: but I am acquainted — | 
with people of the bufinefs, who know how ql 
to preferve them from fuch an accident. | 

Dry Buffalo hides are of fufficient value to | 

encourage the Judians to procure them, efpe> _ | 
cially if they were told, that only their {kins and _ 
_tallow were wanted; they would thenkillthe | 
old bulls, which are fo fat as fcarce to be able | 
to go: each buffalo would yield at’ leaft a ~ 
hundred pounds of tallow ; the value of which, - ‘ 
with the fkin, would make it worth their — | 
while to kill them, and thus none of our mo- 
ney would be fent to /reland in order to 


have’ tallow from that country; befides, the _ 
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becaufe thefe fat buffaloes are always the prey 
| of wolves. 


Deer feins, which were bought of the Ji 
dians at firft, did not pleafe the manufacturers 
of Niort, where they are drefled, becaufe the 
Indians altered the quality by their way of 
dreffing them ; but fince thefe fkins have been 
called for without any preparation but taking 
off the hair, they make more of them, and 
fell them: cheaper than before. 


The Wax-tree produces Wax, which being 
much drier than bees-wax, may bear mix- 
fure, which will not hinder tte lating’ longer 
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than bees-wax. Some of this wax was fent 
to Paris toa fattor of Louisiana, who fet fo 
low a price upon it as to difcourage the plan- 
ters from fowing any more. ‘The fordid ava- 
rice of this factor has done a fervice to the 
iflands, where it gives a higher price than that 
of France. ' 


‘The iflands alfo draw timber for building 
from Louifiana, which might in time prevent 
France from making her profits of the beauty, 
‘goodnefs, and quantity of weod of this pro- 
‘vince. ‘The quality of the timber is a great 
inducement to build docks there for the con- 
firudtion of fhips : the wood might be had at 

a love 
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a low price of the inhabitants, becaufe they 

would get it in winter, which is almoft an 
idle time with them. This labour would alfo 

clear the grounds, and fo this timber might 

be had almoft for nothing. Moafis might be. 
alfo had in the country, on account of the ~ 
number of pines which the coaft produces ; 

and for the fame reafon Pitch and Tar would — 
be common. For the planks of fhips, there . 
is no want of oak; but might not very good - 
ones be made of cyprefs? This wood is, in- 
deed, fofter than oak, but endowed with | 
qualities Sociie this laft: It is light, not 
apt to {plitor warp, is fupple and eafily works © 
ed; in a word, it is incorfuptible both in air ~ | 
and water; and thus making the planks 
ftouter than ordinary, there would be no in- 

convenience from the ufe of cyprefs. -I have — 
obferved, that this wood is not injured bythe 
worm, and fhip-worms might, perhaps, have — 
the fame averfion to it as other worms have. 


Other wood fit for the building of fhips is i | 
very common in this country; fuch as elm, — 
afh, alder, and others. ‘There are likewile iH 
in this country feveral {pecies of wood, which © 
might fell in France for joiners work and fn 
neering, as the cedar, the black walnut, and — 4 
the cotton tree. Nothing more would thereat 
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fore be wanting for compleating fhips but 
cordage and iron. As to hemp, it grows fo 
{trong as to be much fitter for making cables 


| than cloth. The iron might be brought from 


France, as alfo fails ; however, there needs 


only to open the iron mine at the cliffs of the 
Chicafaws, called Prudhomme, to fet up 
) forges, and iron will be readily had. The 


King, therefore, might caufe all forts of fhip- 
ping to be built there at fo fmall a charge, 


_ that a moderate expence would procure a nu- 


merous fleet.. If the Exgli/b build fhips in 
their colonies, from which they draw great 


advantages, why might not we do the fame 


in Louifiana ? 


France fetches a great deal of Saltpetre from 
Folland and Italy; fhe may draw from Louifi- 
ana more than fhe will have occafion for, if 
once fhe fets about it. ‘The great fertility of 
the country is an evident proof thereof, con- 
firmed by the avidity of cloven-footed animals 
to lick the earth, in all places where the tor- 
rents have broke it up: It.is well known how 
fond thefe creatures are of falt. Saltpetre 
might be made there with all the eafe imagi- 
nable, on account of the plenty of wood and 
water ; it would befides be much more pure 
than what is commonly had, the earth not 
being 
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being fouled. with dunghills ; and on the other . 
hand, it would not be dearer than what 1 is now | 
purchafed by France in other, places. 


What commerce might not be made with 

“he filk-worms might be reared with 

greater fuccefs in this country than in 

France, as appears from the trials that have 
been made, and which I have above related. 


The lands of Leuifiana are very proper for — 
the culture of Saffron, and the climate would 
contribute to ribs it in great abundance 5 | 
and, what would ftill be a confiderable advan-= 
tage, the Spaniards of Mexico,, who confume 
a great deal of it, would enhance its price. 


I have fpoken of Hemp, in refpect to the 
building of fhips: but fuch as might be built 
there, would never be fuficient to employ all 
the Hemp, which might be raifed in that co-) 
lony, did the inhabitants cultivate as much of 
itas they well might. But you will fay, Why 
do they not ? My anfwer is, the inhabitants of 
this colony only follow the beaten track they 
have got into: but if they faw an intelligent” 
perfon fow hemp without any great expenca 
or Jabour, as the foil is very fit for it. if, 1 
fay, they f faw, that it thrives without weeding 
that in ah winter- “evenings the Negroes ss 
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their children can peel it; in a word, if they 
faw, that there is good profit to be had by the 
fale of it; they then would all make hemp. 
They think and a& in the fame manner as to 
all the other articles of culture in this country. 


Cotton is alfo a good commodity for com- 
“merce; and the culture of it is attended with 
no difficulty. The only impediment to the cul- 
ture ofit in a greater quantity, is the difficulty 
of feparating it from the feed. However, if 
they had mills, which would do this work 
with greater difpatch, the profit would confi- 
~derably increafe. 


The Indigo of Leuifiana, according to intel- 
ligent Merchants, is as good as that of the 
Iflands; and has even more of the copper 
colour. As it thrives extremely well, and 
| yields more herb than in the [flands, as much 
+ dndiga may be made as there, tho’ they have 
four cuttings, and only three in Lowifiana, 
The climate is warmer in the Iflands, and 
| therefore they make four gatherings ; but the 
foil is drier, and produces not fo much as 
Louifiana: fo that the three cuttings of this | 
j laft are as good as the four cuttings in the 
_ Mands. | 


The 


339 THE HISTORY 


The Tohacco of this colony is fo excellent, 
that if the commerce thereof was free, it 
would fell for one hundred fols and fix livres, | 
the pound, fo fine and delicate is‘its juice and 
flavour. Rice may alfo form a fine branch of 
trade. We go to the La/?-Indies for the rice 
we confume in France ; and why fhould we | 
_ draw from foreign countries, what we may |, 
have of our own countrymen? We fhould 
have it at lefs trouble, and with more fecurity. 
Refides, as fometimes, perhaps too often, years _ 
of fcarcity happen, we might always depend | 
upon finding rice in Louifiana, becaufe it is 
not fubject to fail, an advantage which few | 
provinces enjoy. | 


We may add to this commerce fome drugs, _ 
ufed in medicine and dying. As to the firft, | 
Louifiana produces Saffafras, Sarfaparilla, 

Efquine, but above all the excellent balm of 
Copalm, (Sweet-gum) the virtues of which, if — 
well known, would fave the life of many a 
perfon. ‘This colony alfo furnifhes us with | 
bears oil, which is excellent in all rheumatic — 
pains. For dying, I find only the wood Ayat, 
or Stinking Wood, for yellow; and the Acdet- 
chi for red ; of the beauty of which colours we 
fhall give an account in the third book. 


Such 
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Such are thecommodities, which may forma 
commerce of this colony with France, which 
Jaft may carry in exchange all forts of Euro~ 
pean goods and merchandize ; the vent where- 
of is certain, as every thing an{wers there, 
where luxury reigns equally as in France. 
Flour, wines, and {trong liquors fell well; and 

tho’ I have fpoken of the manner of growing 
wheat in this couniry, the inhabitants, towards 
the lower part of the river efpecially, will never 
grow it, any more than they will cultivate the 
vine, becaufe in thefe forts of work a Negroe 
will not earn his mafter half as much as in 
“cultivating Tobacca; which, however, is lefs 


profitable than Indigo, 


The Commerce of Louifiana with the 
Tlands. 

FROM Lou:fana to the Iflands they carry 
__ cyprefs wood fquared for building, of different 
_ {cantlings : fometimes they tranfport houfes, 
_ all framed, and marked out, ready to fet up, 

on Janding at their place of deftination, 


Bricks, which coft fourteen or fifteen livres 
the thoufand, delivered on board the fhip. 


_ Tiles for covering houfes and fheds, of the 
fame price. 


BY OL th. Q. Apala- 


¥ 


28 THE HISTORY 


Maiz, or Indian corn. 
Cyprefs plank of ten or twelve feet. 


Red peas, which coft in the country twelve 
or thirteen livres the barrel. 
leaned rice. which cofts twenty livres the 
barrel, of two hundred weight. 


There is a great profit to be made in the 


iflands, by carrying thither the goods I have 
juft mentioned: this profit is generally cent. 


per cent.in returns. ‘The fhipping, which go 


from the colony, bring back fugar, coffee, | 
rum, which the Negroes confume in drink ; 
befides other goods for the ufe of the country. 


The fhips which come from France to 
Louifiana put allin at Cape Francois. Some- 
times there are fhips, which not having a la- 
ding for France, becaufe they may ee been 
patd in money or bills of exchange, are oblig- 


ed to return by Cape Francois, in’ order to 4 


take in their cargo for France. 


Apalachean beans, (Garavanzas,) worth ten 
livres the barrel, of two hundred weight. 


J 
( 
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Of the Commerce with the Spaniards. 
Tbe Commodities they bring to the Colony, 
of there is a demand for them. Of fuch 
as may he given in return, and may 
fuit them. Reflections on the Commerce 
of this Province, and the great Advan-. 
tage which the State and particular Per 
fons may derive therefrom. 


The Commerce with the Spaniards. 


A ae commodities, which fuit the Spaniards, 

are fufficiently known by traders, and 
‘therefore it is not neceflary to give an account 
of them: I have likewife forebore to give the 
particulars of the commodities, which they 
carry to this Colony, tho’ I know them all: 
that is not our prefent bufinefs. ‘I fhall only 
apprize fuch as fhall fettle in Loui/iana, inorder 
to traffick with the Spaniards, that it is not fuf- 
ficient to be furiifhed with the principal com- 
modities, which fuit their commerce, but they 
fhould, befides, know how to make the proper 
affortments ; which are moft advantageous to 
us, as well as to them, when they carry them 


to Mexico. ? 
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Tbe Commodities, which the Spaniards ; 
bring to Louifiana, if there is a demand Al 
_ for them. | 


CAMPEACHY wood, which is generally 
worth from ten to fifteen livres the hundred 
weight. 

Brafil wood, which has a quality fuperior 
to that of Campeachy. 


Very good .Cacoa, which is to be met with 
in all the ports of Sparm, worth between eigh- 


teen and twenty livres the quintal, or hundred a 


weight. " 

Cochineal, which comes from Vera Cruz: 
there is no difficulty to have as much of it as 
one can defire, becaufe fo near; it is worth 
fifteen livres the pound: there is an inferior 
fort, called Sylvefler. 

Tortcife-fhell, which is common in the 
Spanifp Ulands, is worth feven or eight livres 
the pound. : | 

Tanned leather, of which they have great 


quantities ; that marked or ftamped, is worth 
four livres ten fols the /evee. 


| Marroquin, or Spani/b leather, of which 
they have great quantities, and cheap. 


Turned 
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Turned calf, which is alfo cheap. 


Indigo, which is manufactured at Guatimala, 
is worth three or four livres the pound: there 
is of it, of a perfect good quality, and there- 
fore fells at twelve livres the pound. 


Sarfaparilla, which they have in very great . 
quantities, and fell at thirteen or fifteen fols. 


Havana fnuff, which is of different prices 
and qualities: I have feen of it at three fhil- 
lines the pound, which in our money make 
thirty-feven fols fix deniers. 


Vanilla, which is of different prices. They 


have many other things very cheap, on which 
great profits might be made, and for which an 
eafy vent may be found in Europe; efpecially 
for their drugs: but a particular detail would 
carry me too far, and make me lofe fight of 
the object I had in view. 


What I have juft faid of the commerce of 
Louifiana, may ealily fhew, that it will nece{- 
farily encreafe in proportion as the country is 
peopled ; and induftry alfo will be brought to 
perfetion. For this purpofe nothing more is 
requifite than fome inventive and induftrious 
genius’s, who coming from Europe, may dif- 


QO'3 cover 
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cover fuch objeCts of commerce, as may turn 
to account. J imagine that a good tanner 
might in this colony tan the leather of the 
country, and cheaper than in France 3} even 
imagine, that the leather might there be 
brought to its perfection in lefs time; and 
what makes me think fo, is, that 1 have 
heard it averred, that the Spani/h leather is eX- 
tremely good, and is never above three or four 
months in the tan-pit.. 


"The ne will hold of many other things, 
which would prevent money going out of the 
kingdom to foreign countries. Would it not 
be more fuitable, and more ufeful, to devife 


means of drawing the fame commodities from — 
our own Colonies? As thefe means are fo 
eafy 5 at leaft money would not go out of our 
hands ; France and her Colonies would be as 
two families, who traffick together, and ren- 
der each other mutual fervice. Befides, there 
would not be occafion for fo much money to” 
carry on a commerce to Lowifiana, feeing the 
_ inhabitants have need of European goods. It 
would therefore be a commerce very different 
from that, which without exporting the mer-— 
chandife of the kingdom, exports the money ; 
a commerce ftill very different from that, 
which 
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which carries to France commodities highly 
prejudicial to our own manufactures. 


I may add to all that I have faidon Louifana, 
as one of the great advantages of this country, 
that women are very fruitful in it,’ which they 
attribute to the waters of the Aiff/ipi. Had 
the intentions of the company been purfued, 
and their orders executed, there is no doubt 
but this colony had at this day been very 
ftrong, and blefied with a-numerous young 
progeny, whom no other climate would allure 
to goand fettle in; but being retained by the 
beauty of their own, they would improve its 
riches, and multiplied anew in a fhort time, 
could offer their mother-country fuccours in 
men and fhips, and in many other things that 
are not to be contemned. 


I cannot too much fhew the importance of 
the fuccours in corn, which this colony might 
furnifh in a time of fearcity. In a bad year 
we are obliged to carry our money to foreign- 
ers for corn, which has been oftentimes pur- 
- chafed in France, becaufe they have had the 
fecret of preferving their corn ; but if the co- 
lony of Louifiana was once well fettled, what 
{upplies of corn might not be teceived from 
that fruitful country ? I fhall give two reafons 
which will confirm my opinion. 
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‘The firft is, That the inhabitants always 
#rOW more corn than is neceflary for the fub- 
fiftence of themfelves, their workmen, and 
flaves. JT own, that in the lower part of the 
colony only rice could be had, but thisisalways 
a great fupply. Now were the colony gra- 
dually fettled to the Arkanfes, they would 
Zrow. wheat and rye in as great quantities as 
one could well defire, which would be of oreat 


fervice to France when her crops happen to 
fail, 


The fecond reafon is, Fhat in this colony 
a-fcarcity is never to be apprehended. On 
my arrival in it, I informed myfclf of what 
had happened therein from 1700, and J my- 
felf remained in it till 17343 and fince my 


return to France I have had accounts from it — 


down to this prefent year 17573 and from 

thefe accounts I can aver, that no intempe- 

rature of feafon has caufed any fcarcity fince 

the beginning of this century. [ was witnefs 

to one of the fevereft winters that had been 

known in that country in the memory of the 

oldeit people living ; but pravifions were then 

not dearer than in other years. The foil of 

this province being excellent, and the feafons 
“always fuitable, the provifions and other 
com-~ 


at Ss te ee 


a= < 
PR ph 


net eer 


Sa Searc eee. 


= aes 


“OR DOUISTANA: g2e> 
commodities cultivated in it never fail to 
thrive furprizingly. 


One will, perhaps, be furprized to hear 
me promife fuch fine things of a country 
which has been reckoned to be fo much in« 
ferior to the Spani/h or Portuguefe colonies in 
America ; but fuch as will take the trouble to 
reflect on that which conftitutes the genuine 
ftrength of ftates, and the real goodnefs of a 
country, will foon alter their opinion, and. — 
agree with me, that a country fertile in: meny. 
in productions of the earth, and in neceflary 
metals, is infinitely preferable to countries 
from which men draw gold, filver, and dia- 
monds: the firft effe€t of which is to pamper 
luxury and render the people indolent; and ” 
the fecond to ftir up the avarice of neigh- 
bouring nations. I therefore boldly aver, 
that Lousiana, well governed, would not long 
fail to fulfil all I have advanced about it ; for’ a 
though there are {till fome nations of Indians 
who might prove enemies to the French, the 

-fettlers, by their martial character, and their. 
zeal for their King and country, aided by a 
few troops, commanded, above all, by good 
officers, who at the fame time know how to 
command the Colonifts: The fettlers, I fay, 
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will be always match enough for them, and» 
prevent any foreigners whatever from invad- 
ing the country. What would therefore be 
the confequence if, as I have projected, the 
firft nation that fhould become our enemy 
were attacked in the manner I have laid down 
in my refleCtions on an dndian war? They 
would be direétly brought to fuch a pafs as to. 
make all. other nations tremble at the very 
name of the French, and to be ever cautious 
of making war upon them. Net to mention | 
the advantage there is in carrying on wars in 
this manner; for as they coft little, as little 
»@o they hazard the lofs of lives. 


In 1734 M. Perier, Governor of Louifiana, 
was relieved by M. de Biainville, and the 
King’s plantation put on a new footing, by” 
an arrangement fuitable to the notions of the 
perfon who advifed it. A fycophant, who . 
wanted to make his court to Cardinal Fleury, 
would perfuade that Minifter, that the planta- 
tion coft his Majefty ten thoufand livres a 
year, and that this fum might be well faved ; 
but took care not to tell his Eminence, that 
for thefe ten thoufand it faved at deatt fifty 
thoufand livses. 


~ 


Upon this, my place of Direétor of the pub- 
lie plantations was abolifhed, and I at length 
sefolved 
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refolved to quit the colony and return to 
France, notwithftanding all the fair promifes 
and warm follicitations of my fuperiors to pre- 
vail upon me to flay. A King’s fhip, La 
Gironde, being ready to fail, 1 went down 
the river in her to Balife, and from thence we 
fet fail, on the roth of Mday, 1734. We had 
tolerable fine weather to the mouth of the Ba- 
hama Streights; afterwards we had the wind 
contrary, which retarded our voyage for a 
week about the Banks of Newfoundland, to 
which we are obliged to ftretch for a wind 
to carry us to France: From thence we made 
the paflage without any crofs accident, and 
happily arrived in the road of Chazdbors before 
Rachelle, on the 25th of Sune following, 
which made it a paflage of forty-five days 
from Lonifiana to France. 
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Some Abftradts from the Hiftorical 
Memoirs of Louifiana, dy M. Du 
Mont. 


| is 
Of Tobacco, with the way of cultivating 
and curing it. 


f*~HE Lands of Louifana are as proper, 
_@ ~—sas could be defired, for the culture of 
Tobacco ; ; and, without defpifing what is made 
‘in other countries, we may afirm, that the 
tobacco, which grows in the country of the 
Natchez, is-even “ietebanite to that of V7rginia 
or St. Domingo. I fay, in the country of the 
Natchez, becaufe the foil at that Poft appears 
to be more fuitable to this plant than any o- 
ther; altho’ it muft be owned, that there is 
but very little difference betwixt the tobacco, 
which grows there and in fome other parts of 
the Colony, as at the Cut-poiat, at the Na- 
chiteches, and even at New Orleans; but whe- 
ther it is owing to the expofure, or to the 
goodnefs of the foil, it is allowed, that the. 
tobacco of the Natchez and Ya/ous is prefer- 
able to the reft, 
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The way of planting and curing tobacco in 
this country, ‘s as follows: They fow it on 
beds well worked with the hoe or fpade in the 
months of December, ‘fanuary, oF February 3 

_and becaufe the feed is very fmall, they mix 
it with afhes, that it may be thinner fowed : 
Then they rake the beds, and trample them 
with their feet, or clap them with a planks 
that the feed may take fooner in the ground. 
The tobacco does not come up till a month 
afterwards, or even for a longer time; and 
then they ought to take great care to cover 
the beds with ftraw or cyprefs-bark, to pre- 
ferve the plants from the white frofts, that are 
very common in that feafon. There are two 
forts of tobacco; the one with a long and 
fharp-pointed leaf, the other has a round and 
hairy leaf; which laft they reckon the beft fort. 


At the end of April, and about St. George's 
day, the plants have about four leaves, and 
then they pull the beft and ftrongeft of them: — 
Thefe they plant out on their tobacco-ground 
by a line f{tretched acrofs it, and at three feet 
diftance one from another : This they do ei- 
ther with a planting-ftick, or with their fin- 
ger, leaving a hole on one fide of the plant, 
to receive the water, with which they ought 
ro water ite The tobacco being thus planted, 

it 
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it fhould be looked over evening and mom= | 
ing, in order to deftroy a black worm, which 
€ats the bud of the plant, and afterwards bu- ql 
ries itfelf in the ground. If any of the plants p 
are ate by this worm, you muft fet another — 

one by it. You mutt choofe a rainy feafonto 
plant your tobacco, and you fhould water it 
three times to make it take root. But they 

never work their ground in this country to 

plant their tobacco 3 they reckon it fufficient 

to ftir ita little about four inches fquare round 
the plant. 


When the tobacco is about four or five 
inches high, they weed it, and clean the 
ground all about it, and hil] up every plant. 
They do the fame again, when it is about a 
foot and a half high. And when the plant 
has about eight or nine leaves, and js Teady 
to put forth a ftalk, they nip off the tops 
Which they call topping the tobacco: This 
amputation makes the leaves prow longer and 
thicker. After this, you mutt look over every 
Plant, and every leaf, in order to Sucker it, 
or to pull off the buds, which grow at the 
joints of the leaves; and at the fame time. 
yeu muft deftroy the large green worms that 
are found on the tobacco, which are often as 

| large 
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- darge as a man’s finger, and would eat up the 
whole plant in a night’s time. 


After this, you muft take care to have 
ready a hanger (or tobaceo-heufe,) which in 
Louifiana they make in the following manner : 
They fet feveral pofts in the ground, at equal 
diftances from one another, and lay a beam 
or plate on the top of them, making thus the 
form of a houfe of an oblong fquare. In the 
middle of this fquare they fet up two forks, 
about one third higher than the pofts, and lay 
a pole crofs them, for the ridge-pole of the 
building; upon which they nail the rafters, 
and cover them with ‘cyprefs-bark, or pal- 
metto-leaves. The firft fettlers likewife build 
their dwelling-houfes in this manner, which 
an{wer the purpofe very well, and as well as. 
the houfes which their carpenters build. for 
them, efpecially for the curing of tobacco ; 
which they hang in thefe houfes upon fticks: 
or canes, laid acrofs the building, and about 
four feet and a half afunder, one above an- 
other.. | 


The tobacco-houfe being ready, you wait 
till your tobacco is ripe, and fit to be cut; 
which you may know by the leaves being 
brittle, and eafily broke between the fingers, 

‘efpe- 
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elpecially in the morning before fun-rifing ; * 
but thofe verfed in it know when the tobacco _ 
is fit to cut by the looks of it, and at firft || 
fight. You cut your tobacco with a knife, as _ 
nigh the ground as you ca 


lay it upon the ground for 


fome time, that the — 
leaves ma 


y fall, or grow tender, and not 

break in carrying. When you carry your to- 
bacco to the houfe, you hang it firft at the 
top by pairs, or two plants together, thus con. 

_ tinuing from {tory to ftory, taking care that 
the plants thus hung, are about two inches 
afunder, and that they do not touch one an- 
other, left they fhould rot. In this manner 
they fill their whole houfe with tobacco, and 
leave it to fweat and dry. 


After the tobacco Is cut, 
clean the ground on which it grew: Each 
root then puts out feveral fuckers, which are 
all pulled off, and only one of the beft ig left 
to grow, of which the fame Care is taken as 
of the firft crop. By this means a fecond crop 
is made on the fame ground, and fometimes 
a third. “Thefe feconds, indeed, as they are 
called, do not ufually grow fo high as the 
firft plant, but notwithftanding they make 
very good tobacco *, 


\ : 
they weed and 


* ‘This is an advantage that they have in Louifiana over 


If 


n, after which you | 
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If you have a mind to make your tobacco 
into rolls, there is no occafion to wait till the 
Jeaves are perfectly dry; but as foon as they 
have acquired a yellowifh brown colour, al- 
tho’ the ftem is green; you unhang your to- 
bacco, and ftrip the leaves from the ftalks, 
lay them up in heaps, and cover them with 
‘woollen cloths, in order tofweat them. Af- 


our tobacco planters, who are prohibited by law to cultivate 
thefe feconds; the fummers are fo thort, that they do not 
tome to due maturity, in our tobacco Colonies; whereas in 
Louifiana the fummers are two or three months longer, by 
which they make two or three crops of tobacco a year upon 
the fame ground, as eafily as we make one. Add tothis, their 
freth lands will produce three times as much of that com~ 
modity, as our old plantations; which are now worn out 
with culture, by fupplying the whole world almoft with — 
tobacco for a hundred and fifty years. Now if their tobaceo 
is worth five and fix fillings a pound, as we are told above, 
or even the tenth part of it, when ours is worth but two 
pence or three pence, and they give a bounty upon fhips go- 
ing to the Mififpi, when our tobacco is loaded with a 
duty equal to feven times its prime coft; they may, 
with all thefe advantages, foon get this trade from ‘us, 
-the only one this nation has left entire to itfelf. Thefe ad- 
vantages enable the planters to give a much better price 
for fervants and flaves, and thereby to engrofs the trade. 
It was by thefe means, that the Freneb got the fugar trade 
from us, after the Treaty of Utrecht, by being allowed to 
tranfport their people from Sz. Chriflepber’s to the rich and 
frei lands of St. Domingo; and by removing from Canada 
to Levifiana, they may in the like manner get not only this 
butevery other branch of the trade of North America. 


ter 
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ter that you /?em the tobacco, or pull out the 

middle rib of the leaf, which you throw away 
with the flalks, as good for nothing; laying — 

by the longeft and largeft of the leaves, that || 
are of a good blackith brown colour, and keep — 

them for a covering for your rolls, After this 
you take a piece of coarfe linen cloth, at leat 
eight inches broad and a foot long, which 
you fpread on the ground, and on it lay the 
large leaves you have picked out, and the o- 
thers over them in handfuls, taking care al- 
ways to have more in the middle than at the 
ends: Then you roll the tobacco up in the 
cloth, tying it in the middle and at each 
end. When you have made a fufficient num- 


‘ber of thefe bundles, the Negroes roll them 
up as hard as they can with a cord about as 
big as the little finger, which is commonly 
about fifteen or fixteen fathom long: You 
tichten them three times, fo as to make them 
as hard as poflible ; and to keep them fo, you 
tie them‘up with a ftring. 


But fince the time of the ef IndiaCom- 
pany, we have feldom cured our tobacco in — 
this manner, if it is not forourownufe; we 
now cure it in hands, or bundles of the leaves, — 

_ which they pack in hogfheads, and deliver it 
thus in France to the Farmers General. In x 
, \ order 
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order to cure the tobacco in this manner, they 
wait till the leaves of the ftem are perfectly 
dry, and in moift, giving weather, they ftrip 
the leaves from the ftalk, till they have a 
handful of them, called a Jand, or bundle of 
tobacco, which they tie up with another leaf. 
‘Thefe bundles they lay in heaps, in order to 
{weat them, for, which purpofe they cover 
thofe heaps with blankets, and lay boards or 
planks overthem. But you fhould take care 
that the tobacco is not over-heated, and does 
hot take mre, which may eafily happen ; for 
which purpofe you uncover your heaps from 
time to time, and.give the tobacco air, by 
fpreading it abroad. ‘This you continue to 
do till you find no more heat in the tobacco; 
then you pack it in hogfheads, and may tran{- 
port it any where, without danger either of 
its heating or rotting, 


Il. 
Of the way of making Indigo. 


THE blue ftone, known by the name 
of Indigo, is the extract of a plant, of which 
they who have a fufficient number of flaves 
to manage it, make fome quantities through- 
out all this colony. For this purpofe ae 
| rift 
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firft weed the ground, and make final: holes 


in it with a hoe, about five inches afunders 
and on a ftraight line. In each of thefe — 
holes they put five or fix feeds of the indigo, 


which are fmall, long, and hard. When 
they come up, they put forth leaves fome- 
what like thofe of box, but a little longer 
and broader, and not fo thick and indented, 
When the plant is five or fix inches high, 
they take care to loofen the earth about the 
root, and at the fame time to weed it. They 
reckon it has acquired a proper maturity, 
when it is about three feet and a half high: 
this you may likewife know, if the leaf cracks 
as you fqueeze the plant in yourhand. 


Before you cut it, you get ready a place 
that is covered, in the fame manner with the 
one made for tobacco, about twenty-five feet 
high ; in which you put three vats, one a- 
bove another, as it were in different ftories, 
fo that the higheft is the largeft ; that in the 
middle is fquare, and the deepeft ; the third, 
at bottom, is the leaft, 


After thefe operations, you cut the in- 
digo, and when you have feveral arms-full, 


or bundles of the plant, to the quantity — 


judged neceflary for one working, you fill 


ae ce 


the ! 
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the vat at leaft three quarters full; after 
which you pour water thereon up to the 
brim, and the plant is left to fteep, in order 
‘to rot it; which is the reafon why this vat 
is called the rotting-tub. For the three or 
four hours which the plant takes to rot, the 
water is impregnated with its virtue; and, 
tho’ the plant is green, communicates there- 
to a blue colour. 


At the bottom of the great vat, and where 
it bears on the one in the middle (which, as 
was faid, 1s {quare) is a pretty large hole, 
ftopped with a bung; which is opened when 
the plant is thought to be fufficiently rotten, 


and all the water of this vat, mixed with the 
mud, formed by the rotting of the plant, 
falls by this hole into the fecond vat; on 
the edges of which are placed, at proper di- 
{tances, forks of iron or wood, on which 
large long poles are laid, which reach from 
the two fides to the middle of the water in 
the vat; the end plunged in the water is 
furnifhed with a bucket without a bottom, 
A number of flaves lay hold on thefe poles, 
by the end which is out of the water; and 
alternately pulling them down, and then let- 
ting the buckets fall into the vat, they thus 
continue to beat the water; which being 

| thus 
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thus agitated and churned, comes to be co- 


vered with a white and thick feum; and in 
fuch quantity as that it would rife up and 
flow over the brim of the vat, if the operas 
tor did not take care to throw in, from time 
to time, fome fith-oil, which he fprinkles 
with a feather upon this feum. Fer thefe 
reafons this vat is called the battery. 


‘They continue to beat the water for an 
hour and a half, or two hours; after which 
they give over, and the water is left to fet- 
tle, However, they from time to time open 
three holes, which are placed at proper dif- 
tances from top to bottom in one of the fides 


run off clear. This is repeated for three fe- 
veral times ; but when at the third time the 
muddy water is ready to come out at the 
lowermoft hole, they ftop it, and Open an- 
other pierced in the lower part of that fide, 
which refts on the third vat.. Then all the 
muddy water falls thro’. that hole of the fe- 


_of this fecond vat, in order to let the water | 


eu $ ° . % « 
cond vat into the third, which is the leaft, » 


and is called the deviling (diabletin, ) 


They have facks, a foot long, made of a 
pretty clofe cloth, which they fill with this 
liquid thick matter, and hang them on nails 
round the indigo-houfe. “The water drains 
out 
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out gradually ; and the matter which is left 

- behind, refembles a real mud, which they 
take out of thefe facks, and put in moulds, 
made like little drawers, two feet long by 
half a foot broad, and with a border, or 

_ledge, an inch and a half high. Then they 
lay them out in the fun, which draws off al] 
the moifture; and as this mud comes to 
dry, care is taken to work it with a mafon’s 
trowel: At length it forms a body, which. 
holds together, and is cut in pieces, while 
frefh, with wire. It is in this manner that 
they draw from a green herb this fine blue 
colour, of which there are two forts, one 
of which is of a purple dove colour. 


Il, 


Of Tar; the way of making it; and of 
‘ “making it into Pitch, 


T HAVE faid, that they made a great deal 
of tar in this colony, from pines and firs ; 
which is done in the following manncr. It 
is acommon miftake, that. tar is nothing 
but the fap or gum of the pine, drawn from 
the tree by incifion; the largeft trees would 
not yield two pounds by this method; and 
if it were to be made in that manner, you 


muf{t 
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mult choofe the moft thriving and flourith- 


ing trees for the purpofe; whereas it is only 


made from the trees that are old, and are 
beginning to decay, becaufe the older they 
are, the greater quantities they contain of 
that fat bituminous fubftance, which yields 
tar ; it is even proper that the tree fhould be 
felled a long time, before they ufe them for 
this purpofe. It is ufually towards the 
mouth of the river, and along the fea-coafts, 
that they make tar; becaufe it is in thofe 
places that the pines chiefly grow. 


When they have a fufficient number of — 


thefe trees, that are fitfor the purpofe, they 
{aw them in cuts with a crofs-cut-faw, about 
two feet in length; and while the flaves are 
employed in fawing them, others fplit thefe 
cuts lengthwife into {mall pieces, the fmaller 
the better. hey fometimes {pend three or 
four months in cutting and preparing the 
trees in this manner. In the mean. time 
- they make a fquare hollow in the ground, 


four or five feet broad, and five or fix inches ; 
deep: Irom one fide of which goes off a 


canal, or gutter, which difcharges itfelf into 
a large and pretty deep pit, at the diftance 
of a few paces. From this pit proceeds an- 
other canal, which communicates with a fe- 

. i cond 
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cond pit ; and even from the firt {quare you 
may make three or four fuch trenches, which 
difcharge themfelves into as many pits, ac- 
cording to the quantity of wood you have, 
or the quantity of tar you imagine you may 
draw fromit. Then you lay over the fquare 
hole four or five pretty ftrong bars of iron, 
and upon thefe bars you arrange crofs-wife 
the {plit pieces of pine, of which you fhould 
have a quantity ready; laying them fo, that 
there may be a little air between them. In 
this manner you raife a large and high py- 
ramid of the wood, and when it is finifhed, 
you fet fire to it at the top. As the wood 


burns, the fire melts the refin in the pine, 
and this liquid tar diftills into the fquare 
hole, and from thence runs into the pits, 
made to receive it, 


If you would make pitch of this tar, take 
two or three red-hot cannon bullets, and 
throw them into the pits, full of the tar, 
which you intend for this purpofe: Imme- 
diately upon which, the tar takes hre with 
J a terrible noife anda horrible thick {moke, 
by which the moifture that may remain in 
the tar is confumed and diffipated, and the 
~mafs diminifhes in proportion; and when 
they think it is fufficientl y burnt, they ex- 
| R tinguifh 


s 
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tinguifh the fire, not with water, but witha 
hurdle covered with turf and earth. . As it 
crows cold, it becomes hard and fhining, fo 
that you cannot take it out of the pits, but 
by cutting it with an axe 


’ 


Ty wee 
Of the Mines of Louifiana. 


BEFORE we quit this fubject, I fhall 
conclude this account by anfwering a que- 
ftion, which has often been propofed to me. 
Are there any Mines, fay they, in this pro- 
vince?, There are, without all difpute ; and 
that is fo certain, and fo well known, that 
they who have any knowlege of this country, 
never once called it in queftion. And it is al- 
lowed by all, that there are to be found in this 
country quarries of Plafter of Paris, flate, 
and very fine veined marble; and I have 
learned from one of my friends, who as well 


as “myfelf had been a great way on difcove-, | 
ries, that in travelling this province he had — 


found a place full of fine ftones of rock-cry- 
ftal, As for my fhare, I can affirm, without 


endeavouring to impofe on any one, that — 
‘in one of my excurfions I found, upon the ~ 
“river of the Arkanfas, a rivulet that rolled } 
‘down | 


} | 
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down with its waters gold-duit ; from which 
there is reafon to. believe, that there are 
mines of this metal-in that country. And 
as for filver-mines, there is no doubt but 
they might be found there, as well as in 
New Mexico, on which this province bor- 
ders. A Canadian traveller, named’ Bon 
Homme, as he was hunting at fome diftance 
from the Poft of the Nachitoches, melted 
fome parcels of a mine, that is found in 
rocks at a very little diftance from that Pott, 
which appeared to be very good filver, with- 
out any farther purification *. 


It will be objected to-me, perhaps, that 
if there is any truth in what I advance, I 
fhould have come from that country laden 
with filver and gold; and that if thefe pre- 
cious metals are to be found there, as I have 
faid, it is furprizing, that the French‘ have 
never thought of difcovering and digging 
them in thirty years, in which they have 
been fettled in Louifiana. To this { anfwer, 
that this objection is only founded on the 
ignorance of thofe who make it; and that a 
traveller, or an officer, ordered by his fupe- 
riors to go to reconnoitre the country, to 
draw plans, and to give an account of what 


* See a farther account and affay of this mine above. 


R 2 he’ 
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he has feen, in nothing but immenfe woods 
-and deferts, where they cannot fo much as 
find a path, but what is made by the wild 
beafts ; I fay, that fuch people have enough 
to do to take care of themfelves and of their 
prefent bufinefs, inftead of gathering riches ; 
and think it fufficient, that they return in a 
whole fkin. 


With regard to the nese that the 
French feo hitherto to have thewn in fearch- 
ing for thefe mines, and in digging them, 
‘we ought to take due notice, that inorder to 
open a filver-mine, for example, you muft 
advance at leaft a hundred thoufand crowns, 
before you can expect to get a penny of profit 
from it, and that the people in the country 
are not in acondition to be at any fuch 
charge. Add to this, that the inhabitants 
are too ignorant of thefe mines; the Spani- 
ards, their neighbours, are too difcrete to 
teach them; and the French in Europe are 
too backward and timorous to engage in fuch 
an undertaking. But notwithitanding, it is 
- certain that the thing has been already done, 
and that juft reafons, without doubt, but 
different from an impoffibility, have cauled it 
to be laid afide. 


This 
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This Author gives a like account of the 


culture of Rice in Lowifiana, and of all the 
other ftaple commodities of our colonies in 


North America, 


Extract from a late French W, riter, 
concerning the importance of Lou- 
ifiana ¢o France. 


“¢ (NE cannot help lamenting the lethar- 

gic flate of that colony, (Louifiana, ) 
which ‘carries in its bofom the bed of the 
ereateft riches ; and in order to produce them, 
afks only arms proper for tilling the earth, 
which is wholly difpofed to yield an hundred 
fold. “Thanks to the fertility of our iflands, 
our Sugar plantations are infinitely fuperior 
_ to thofe of the Axel, and we likewife excel 
them in our produ@tions of Indigo, Coffee, and 
_ Cotton. 


“ Tobacco is the: only prodution of the ~ 
earth which gives the Englifh an advantage 
| wove. us! Providence, which referved for us 
the difcovery of Loutfiana, has given us the 
] poffeffion of it, that we may be their rivals in 
| this particular, or at leaft that we may be 
_ able to do without their Tobacco. Ought we 
| to continue tributaries to them in this re- 


ae {pect, 
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fpe&, when we can fo eafily do without | 
them? . q 


«¢ | cannot help remarking here, that 4 
among feveral projects prefented of late years j 
for giving new force to this Colony, a com- q 
pany of creditable Merchants propofed to J 
furnifh Neg:oes to the inhabitants, and to be | 
paid for them in Tobacco alone at a fixed va- 9 


luation. 


“ The following advantages, they demon- | 
ftrated, would attend their fcheme. eG ] 
would increafe a branch of Commerce in ; 
France, which affords fubfiftence to two of j 
the Englifh Colonies in America, namely /zr-@ 
ginia and Maryland, the inhabitants of which | 
confume annually a very confiderable quan- ; 
tity of Englifp tufts, and employ a great num-" 
ber of fhips in the tranfportation of their 
Trbacco. “Vhe inhabitants of thofe two pro-} 
vinces are fo greatly multiplied, in confe-7 
quence of the riches they have acquired by. 
their commerce with us, that they begin to} 
fpread themfelves upon territories that belong) 
to us. Il. The fecond advantage arifing 
from the fcheme would be, to carry the cule 
tivation of Tobacco t its greateft extent and 
perfeGtion.. Hl. ‘To diminifh in proportion 
the cultivation of the Bngli/h Plantations, i. | 
well | 


iY a 
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| * well as leffen their navigation in that part. 


IV. To put an end entirely to the import- 
ation of any Tobacco from Great Britain into 
France, in the {pace of twelve years. V.To 


diminifh annually, and in the fame. {pace of 


time finely to put an end to, the exportation 
of {pecie:from France to Great Britain, which 
amounts annually to five Aileen of our 
money for the purchate of tian and the 
freightage of Englifb thips, which bring it 
into our ports. VI. By diminifhing the caufe 
of the outgoing of fpecie, to < Sg eet the 
ballance of Commerce in favour of this na- 
tion. Thefe are the principal advantages 
which France would have reafon to have ex- 
pected from the eftablifhment of this com- 
pany, if it had been effected.” Afar fur les 
Interéts du Commerce Maritime, par Ad. du 


Haye. 1754. 


The probability of fucceeding in fuch a 
fcheme, will appear from the Rhee ac- 
counts of Tobacco in L apiheEe pag: 359, 3335 
348, reas Onc: They only want hands to 
make any quantities of Tobacco in Louifiana. 
The confequences of that will appear from 
the following account. | 
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place, according to the Cuflom-houfe Accounts. 
» Imported Exported 

Hhds. Hhds. 

[ 1752 --- 55,997 --- 48,922 
land LL S3C7 5 7239 25 irs ae 
Riven eerremen yy ek © 
L 1755 ~~~ 71,881 --- 54,384 
2585547 --- 211,135 


[1752 w-~ 22,322 --- 21,642 
£1753 ~-- 20,210 --- 24,728 
oe : 1754 ~~~ 225334 --- 21,764 
1755 --- 20,698 --- 19,711 


91,504 87,845 
Total - 350,111 ---298,980 


Average = 87,528--- 74,745 
Imported yearly . - —hhds 87,528 
Exported - ~ “745745 
Home confumption --- 12,783 


To 87,528 hhds at rol. per hhd. £875,280 
To Duty on 12,783 hhds. at 201. 255,660 © 


~Annual Income from Tobacco 1,130,940 


‘The number of feamen employed in the 
Tobacco trade is computed at 4500 ; --- in the 
Sugar trade 3600; --- and in the Fithery of 
Newfoundland 4000, from Britain. <e 


END of the First VeLuMgE. 


An Account of the quantity of Tobacco imported 
into Britain, and exported from it, in the four 
years of Peace, after the late Tobacco-law took 


